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THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COUNTY  PALATINE 

OF  DURHAM 
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To  THE  ClIAHLMAX  AND  MeMBEKS  OF  'J'llE  IJeALTH  COMMITTEE. 


CIeATLEMEjS^, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  y(:)U  my  tMeiity-third  annual 
report. 

While  from  the  point  of  viev^  of  mortality  statistics  it  is  not 
so  satisfactory  as  the  previous  year  when  all  the  chief  death-rates 
were  the  loAvest  on  record,  it  in  many  respects  records  im])ortant 
sanitary  works  which  will  result  in  improved  health  and  a lowei' 
mortality  from  preventable  diseases. 

The  higher  death-rate  during  1913  mtis  verv  largelv  the  result 
of  an  increased  mortality  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  from 
acute  lung  diseases  ovdiig  to  the  presence  of  catai'rlial 
affections  and  from  measles  vdiicli  was  severely  ej)idemic, 
the  excess  of  deaths  duriug  the  hrst  four  months  being  1,1 3(),  vdien 
compared  vuth  1912.  A large  ])ro])ortioii  of  these  deatlis  rvei’c 
among  infants  and  })roduced  a veiy  high  infant  mortality-rate ; 
tvliile  during  the  suminei’  months  diarrlneal  diseases  also  caused  a 
large  increase  in  the  infant  death-rate.  Tlie  gross  overcrowding 
which  exists  in  almost  all  the  ]»()pulous  districts  of  the  county  is 
undoubtedly  most  prejudicial  to  health  and  esjiecially  to  infant 
welfare,  and  many  <d‘  the  sanitary  authorities  have  not,  so  faic  fully 
realised  their  responsibilities  in  this  imi)Oi'tant  matter. 

The  birth-rate  again  exhibited  a further  decline,  but  it  was 
nevertheless  higher  than  in  any  othei'  county  in  Kngland  and  Wales. 

1 desii'e  to  expi'ess  my  obligation  to  the  district  sanitary  othcers 
for  their  evei'-i'cady  co-o]»ei'ation  ; to  my  assistant.  Die  A.  (1.  Tv. 
Cameron,  Avhose  help  in  the  pi-ej)aration  of  this  I'epoit  lias  been 
invaluable;  and  es])ecially  to  you,  Mr.  ('haiiina]i  and  (lentlemen, 
for  your  kindness  and  consideration  to  my  staff  and  myself. 

Youi‘  obedient  servant, 

'T.  EUSTAtdf  JIlLh. 


13th  Octobei',  191 1. 


AREA  AND  DENSITY. 


The  Adminitjti'ative  County  of  Durham  eom]>ri.ses  oO  urjjaii 
districts,  of  wliich  5 are  municipal  Iwroughs,  IT  rural  districts  and 
*2  port  sanitary  <listricts. 

The  area  is  t)dT,G72  acres  (laud  and  inland  water)  and  assuming 
even  distribution  the  number  of  pei'sous  ])ei‘  square  mile  at  the  time 
of  the  Census  of  1911,  was  89G  or  ()'G8  acres  per  })ersou.  If  the 
County  lloroughs  are  included  the  number  of  persons  |)er  square 
mile  would  be  1,28^  as  against  G18  in  England  and  Wales. 

ALTERATIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 

Since  1911  there  has  been  no  alteration  either  in  the  ai'ea  of 
the  Administrative  County  or  in  any  of  tlie  individual  sanitai'Y 
districts,  but  the  following  are  tlie  principal  changes  which  have 
occurred  during  the  intercensal  ]teriod  1901-11  : — 

JI3’  the  County  Borough  of  Hartlepool  Order,  1902,  which  came 
into  0}»eration  on  the  1st  October.  1902,  West  ilartle])Ool  Municipal 
Borough  was  created  a County  Borough.  The  area,  of  the  Borough 
was  2,()8T  acres,  and  its  population  at  the  1901  Census  G2,()27. 

By  another  order,  winch  came  into  operation  on  9th  November, 
1901,  a part  of  tlie  South  Shields  Bural  Distiict  (part  of  the 
civil  parish  of  llarton)  was  taken  over  by  the  South  Shields  ('ounty 
Borough.  This  addition  was  255  acres  in  extent  and  its  ])Opulation 
at  the  Census  of  1901,  2,7)95.  Between  1901  and  1911  the  area  of 
the  Administrative  Countv,  l)v  these  alterations,  was  therefore 
reduced  bv  2,029  acres. 

There  have  Iieen  other  altei'ations  of  boundaries  during  the 
iieriod  under  review,  l)ut  these  liave  lieen  to  individual  sanitarv 

A ^ */ 

distl'icts  and  have  not  affected  tlie  area  of  the  Admiiniist'rat-ive 
County.  Thus,  l)y  a Local  Coverumeut  Board  Ordei'  whicli  came 
into  opei'ation  on  Apiil  1st,  1909,  paid  of  the  Chester-le-Sti‘eet  Ilural 
District  was  made  an  Ciban  District,  and  similarh’’  on  the  1st 

t' 

October,  1901,  })art  of  the  Blaydon  Urlian  District  was  transferred 
to  the  Lanchester  Ivural  District  and  paid  of  the  latter  district 
transferred  to  the,  former. 


3 


The  only  othej‘  important  altei'ation  was  in  DinTam  wliei'c,  by 
an  Order  which  came  into  operation  on  the  i)th  Noveniljer,  1905, 
the  Municipal  Borough  was  extended  so  as  to  include  ]»arts  of  the 
civil  parishes  of  Framwellgate  Moor  and  Neville’s  Cross,  wliich  were 
then  in  the  adjoining  Durham  Bural  District. 


POPULATION  AT  THE  1911  CENSUS. 

At  the  Census  of  1901  the  population  or  tlie  Administrative 
County  as  enumerated  was  768,0’il:,  and  at  the  last  Census  this 
figure  rose  to  929,211:.  There  has  therefoi'e  been  an  increase  in 
the  population  of  101,190  or  2ro  per  cent,  as  against  l-b9  per  cent, 
in  the  preceding  ten  years. 


DURHAM. 

Area  in 
Acres 
(Land 
and 
Inland 
War  or). 

Population, 

Increase  per 
cent,  ion  Popu- 
lation in  inter- 
censal  periods. 

1901. 

1911. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

1891 

to 

1901. 

1901 

to 

1911. 

Administrative  County 

and  4 County  Boroughs 

649,244 

1,187,474 

1,369,860 

16-8 

15-4 

Administrative  County 

only 

637,672 

768,024 

929,214 

13-9 

210 

The  Census  returns  show  that  the  decennial  rate  of  increase 
in  England  and  Wales  was  10’9  per  cent,  or  1'28  per  cent,  less  than 
the  preceding  ten  years  : that  this  rate  was  the  lowest  met  witli  since 
the  date  of  the  first  Census  in  1801  : and  it  is  suggested  that  the 
decline  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  population  was  due  to  loss  by 
emigration. 


In  the  next  table  the  population  of  the  several  sanitarv 
districts  in  the  Administrative  County  is  compared  and  the  rates  of 
increase  or  decrease  during  the  ])ast  deceniiium  are  shown.  One 
sauitai'v  district  increased  over  TO  1 increased  over  50  %,  2 over 


40  %,  4 over  30  5 over  20  %,  14  over  10  %,  and  10  nnder  10  %. 

One  rural  di^itriet  (Weardale)  decreased  O’G  %,  and  3 iirljan  districts 
from  ri  % to  9’3  namely  Hartlepool  (9'3  %),  Jaii'ow  (I'T  %), 
and  Tow  Law  (I’l 


Among  tlie  urban  districts  tlie  greatest  increase  was  at  Stanley 
(71'9  %),  Blaydon  (37'3  %),  Sealiam  Harbour  (55  %),  and  llyton 
(o3‘2  %),  while  in  the  case  of  rural  districts,  Sedgefield  increased 
G5'5  Easington  48‘0  %,  South  Shields  34' 2 %,  and  Chester-le- 
Street  30’9  It  will  be  observed  that  while  the  uiLan  districts, 
which  include  the  Municipal  Boroughs,  increased  IG'8  per  cent.,  the 
rural  districts  increased  as  much  as  2 6’ 9 per  cent. 


% 


« 


5 


Increase 
(+)  or 
Decrease 
(-)of 
Popula- 
tion 

191). 

URBAN  DISTRICTS, 

Census  Population. 

Percent- 
age of 
Increase 
or 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Average 

Number 

of 

Persons 

per 

Acre. 

Number 

of 

Private 

Families. 

Average 
Number 
of  Persons 
per 

Private 

Tenement 

or 

Family  , 

1901. 

1911. 

between 
1901  and 
1911. 

Decrease 

Darlington  Borough  

44,511 

55,631 

+ 11,120 

250 

3,956 

14  0 

12,241 

4-4 

Durham  ,,  

16,151 

17,550 

+ 1,399 

87 

1,066 

16-4 

3,677 

4-2 

Hartlepool  ,,  

22,7-23 

20,615 

- 2,102 

9-3 

735 

28  0 

4,215 

47 

J arrow  ,,  

84,21)5 

33,726 

- 569 

17 

783 

43  0 

6,872 

4-8 

Stockton  , , 

51,478 

52,164 

+ 6/6 

1-3 

2,935 

17-7 

10,633 

4 8 

Annfield  Plain  

12,481 

16,552 

+ 4,071 

32  6 

3,489 

47 

3,140 

5-2 

Barnard  Castle  

4,421 

4,757 

+ 336 

76 

560 

8-4 

1,041 

4-1 

Benfieldside  

7,4'57 

8,355 

+ 898 

12-0 

1,5-25 

5 4 

1,710 

47 

Bishop  Auckland  

11,969 

13,834 

+ 1,865 

15-5 

691 

20-0 

2,942 

4-4 

B lay  don  

19,794 

31,139 

+ 11,345 

573 

9,314 

3-3 

5,822 

5-0 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  

15,573 

17,667 

+ 2,094 

13-4 

6,669 

2 6 

3,466 

5-1 

Chester-le-Street  

11,753 

14,712 

+ 2,959 

25 ‘2 

2,511 

5-8 

2,956 

4-8 

Consett  

9,694 

11,207 

+ 1,513 

15-6 

1,005 

111 

2,2-29 

4-9 

Crook  

11,471 

12,308 

+ 83  / 

7-3 

4,056 

3-0 

2,531 

4-8 

F elling  , 

22,467 

25,026 

+ 2.559 

11-4 

2,684 

9-3 

5,246 

4-7 

Hebburn  

20,901 

21,763 

+ 862 

41 

1,241 

17-5 

4,254 

5-0 

Hetton-le-Hole  

13,673 

15,678 

+ 2,005 

14  7 

1,617 

9-6 

3,163 

4-9 

Houghton-le-Spring  

7,858 

9,753 

+ 1,895 

24  1 

1,551 

6-2 

1,971 

4-8 

Leadgate  

4,657 

4,990 

+ 333 

7-2 

1,836 

27 

1,025 

4 '8 

Rvton  

8,452 

12,948 

+ 4,496 

53-2 

5,169 

2-5 

2,592 

4-9 

Scaham  Harbour  

10,163 

15,757 

+ 5,594 

55-0 

1,101 

14  3 

3,153 

4-9 

Shildon  

11,759 

13,488 

+ 1,729 

14  7 

1,066 

12-6 

3,01 1 

4-4 

iSouthwick-on-Wear  

12,643 

13,784 

+ 1,141 

9-8 

856 

16T 

2,764 

50 

Spennymoor  

16,665 

17,909 

+ l,-244 

7-5 

3,388 

5-2 

3,576 

4 9 

Stanhope  

1,964 

2,010 

-P  40 

23 

216 

9-3 

440 

4-3 

Stanlev  

13,554 

23,294 

+ 9,740 

71*9 

3,593 

6-4 

4,500 

5-1 

tanfield  

8,276 

10,101 

+ 1,825 

22  T 

4,779 

2 0 

2,040 

4-9 

T 0 w Law  

4,371 

4,324 

- 47 

1*1 

477 

9-0 

929 

4 6 

Whickham  

12.852 

18,332 

+ 5,480 

42-6 

5,914 

3-0 

3,670 

4-9 

Willinston  

7, §87 

8,731 

+ 844 

10-7 

3,793 

2-3 

1,735 

5 0 

RURAL  DISTRICTS. 
Auckland  

51,505 

58,338 

+ 6,833 

13-3 

57,334 

1-0 

11,988 

4-8 

Barnard  Castle  

10,924 

11.681 

+ 757 

6-9 

79,961 

0-1 

2,564 

4-4 

Chester-le-Street  

48,799 

63,878 

+ 15,079 

30  9 

32,109 

1-9 

12,763 

4-9 

Darlington  I 

9,591 

10,914 

+ 1,323 

13  8 

42,019 

0-2 

2,449 

4-4 

Durham  | 

26,989 

30,790 

+ 3,801 

141 

30,871 

0-9 

6,1.36 

5-0 

Easington 

40,562 

60,040 

+ 19,478 

48-0 

37,018 

1-6 

11,345 

5 2 

Hartlepool  

2,884 

3,355 

+ 471 

16 '3 

19,090 

0-1 

498 

4-8 

Houghton  

19,316 

25,527 

+ 6,211 

32-2 

1.3,192 

1-9 

5,073 

5-0 

Lanchester 

27,081 

32,235 

+ 5,154 

19  0 

51,151 

0-6 

6,093 

5-1 

Sedgefield 

20,355 

33,697 

+ 13,342 

65-0 

45,006 

07 

6,232 

5-1 

South  Shields  . . . 

10,790 

14,481 

+ .3,691 

34  2 

12,073 

1-1 

2,724 

4-8 

Stockton  

14,819 

17,530 

+ 2,705 

18-3 

34,539 

0'5 

.3,759 

4 6 

Sunderland 

22,786 

29,002 

+ 6,216 

27-3 

6,980 

4-1 

5,595 

5-0 

W eardale  

9,710 

9,651 

59 

0-6 

97,753 

01 

2,252 

4-2 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

768,024 

929,214 

+ 161,190 

21  0 

637,672 

1-4 

187,014 

4-87 

0 BOROUGHS 

169,158 

179,676 

+ 10,518 

6*2 

9,475 

IS'9 

37,6.38 

4-60 

25  URBAN  DISTRICTS  i 

•282,755 

348.419 

+ 65,664 

23-2 

69,101 

5-0 

69,905 

4-92 

^JOTAL  URBAN  DISTRICIHJ 

451,913 

628,095  i 

+ 76,182 

16-8 

78,576 

67 

107,543 

4-81 

TOTAL  RURAL  DISTRICTS..! 

316,111 

401,119 

i 

+ 85,008 

26 '9 

559,096 

1 

0-7 

79,471 

4-95 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 


Between  the  yeai\s  1901  and  1911  the  po]»ulation  of  the  Admin- 
istrative County  increased  from  7G8,0'21:  to  929,215,  or  21  per  cent., 
and  on  the  assumption  that  this  rate  of  increase  has  been  maintained 
since  the  last  Census,  the  population  at  the  middle  of  1913  is 
estimated  at  970',0T0  ; in  this  report  the  birth  and  mortality-rates 
of  1913  are  based  on  the  population  so  estimated. 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

The  number  of  children  born  in  1913  of  parents  who  reside  in 
the  Administrative  County,  was  29,778,  which  is  equivalent  to  a 
birth-rate  of  30' 69  per  1,000^  of  the  estimated  population,  or  expres- 
sing the  results  in  another  way  the  proportion  of  births  to  females 
at  conceptive  ages  (15  to  45  years)  wms  135' 6 per  1,000.  In  England 
and  Wales  the  mean  fertility  rate  of  the  5 years  1906-1910!  was 
105' 3,  and  in  1913  it  is  estimated  to  be  95'8  per  1,000'. 

Of  the  29,778  births,  15,110  were  males  and  14,668  females, 
547  of  the  former  and  570  of  the  latter  being  illegitimate.  Cal- 
culating the  birth-rate  on  the  estimated  number  of  married  and 
unmarried  women  aged  15  to  45  years,  the  legitimate  birth-rate 
was  236'9  per  1,000^  and  the  illegitimate  H'S.  In  England  and 
Wales  the  corresponding  rates  in  1906-1 910'  wnre  2 12' 9 and  8'1 
respectively. 

In  the  table  given  below  the  changes  in  the  birth-rate  since 
1891  are  shown,  from  wdiich  it  wall  be  seen  that  the  birth-rate  in 
this  as  in  other  ])arts  of  tlie  country  is  gradually  falling.  Between 
the  1891-95  and  the  1896-1900  quiiupiennial  periods  the  birth-rate 
fell  from  3(792  to  35' 16  per  1,000  or  4’ 7 per  cent.;  dining  the  next 
live  years  it  showed  a slight  increase,  but  from  this  period  the  bii’th 
rate  has  steadily  fallen,  the  decrease  amounting  to  r62  per  1,000 
or  4 5 per  cent,  in  the  10  years  1901-10.  Since  then  the  decline 
has  been  even  more  rapid  and  the  rate  for  1913  is  the  lowest  yet 
reached. 


Mean 

Population. 

Mean  Annual 
Number  of 
Births. 

Mean  Annual 
Birth-rate. 

1891-95 

695,589 

25,686 

36-92 

1896b0 

742,321 

26,102 

35-16 

Mean  for  10 
years 

718,955 

25,894 

36  01 

1901  05 

801,974 

28,547 

35-59 

1906-10 

882,188 

29,913 

33-97 

Mean  for  10 

years 

842,081 

29,230 

34-71 

1911 

933,780 

29,643 

31-7 

1912 

951,700 

29,671 

31-2 

1913 

970,070 

29,778 

30-7 

In  the  following  table  the  birth-rates  per  1,000  of  the  po})nlation 
in  each  year  since  1909  are  compared  with  those  of  England  and 
AVales. 


1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

A d ministrati ve  Coimtv 

t/ 

...  33-8 

32-6 

3r7 

31-2 

30-7 

England  and  Wales 

...  25’ G 

25’ 1 

2-4-4 

23-8 

23-9 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 


After  making  tlie  necessary  adjustments  for  deaths  of  ^’  Resi- 
dents and  “^^Non-residents  the  nett  nundrer  of  deaths  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  Administrative  County  was  14,813,  which  is 
equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  lob  per  1,000'  living.. 


In  the  following  table  the  death-rates  of  the  last  3 years  are 
contrasted  with  those  of  the  jireceding  20  years : — 
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Mean 

Population. 

Mean  Annual 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

Mean  Annual 
Death-rate. 

1891-1895 

695,589 

13,450 

19  33 

1896-1900 

742,321 

13,515 

18-20 

Mean  10  years 

718,955 

13,483 

18-75 

1901-1905 

801,974 

14,206 

17-71 

1906-1910 

882,188  ' 

14,001 

15-87 

Mean  10  years 

842,081 

14,103 

16-74 

1911 

933,780 

15,338 

16-4 

1912 

951,750 

13,111 

13-7 

1913 

970,070 

14,813 

15-3 

On  exaniiiiino-  the  tal)le  given  above,  it  will  l)e  seen  that  while 
the  death-rate  in  1913  is  considerably  higher  than  the  rate  of  191’i, 
whicli  throughout  the  country  was  a I'ecord  year  of  low  mortality, 
it  is  lo\.'er  than  the  rate  of  1911  and  also  the  mean  of  the  5 years 
19()'()-1(>,  The  table  also  shews  that  for  a number  of  years  the 
death-rate  has  been  steadily  if  slowly  decreasing.  Thus  in  the  first 
quinquennial  pei'iod  (1891-1895)  the  death-rate  was  19'33  and  in 
file  last  five  years  (1909-10)  it  was  15‘87,  which  is  equal  to  a reduc- 
tion of  3'4()  per  1,000  or  18  per  cent,  in  15  years.  It  will  be  also 
observed  that  this  decrease  has  been  rather  more  ra|»id  during 
recent  years,  for  a comparison  of  the  mean  death-iaite  of  the  10  yeai’s 
1901-10  w'ith  the  preceding  10^  years  shows  that  in  the  last  decennium 
the  death-rate  has  declined  2’01  ])er  1,000  or  11  per  cent. 

Appended  is  given  a table  shewing  in  order  of  gradation  the 
cliief  vital  statistics  of  the  several  sanitary  districts  in  the  Achriiu- 
isfrative  County  during  the  10’  years  1901-1910, 
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RURAL  DISTRICTS.  URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Table  shewing  the  Chief  Vital  Statistics  of  each  Sanitary  District  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham 

for  the  10  years,  1901-10,  arranged  in  order  of  gradation. 


BIRTH-RATE 
per  1,000  Population. 


TOTAL  PEATH-RATE 
per  l,0a)  Popxxliition. 


1 Sou  tliTv'ck-OD- Wear  — 404 
'2  Houghion-le-Spring  ....  38*8 

3 Spennymoor  38*3 

4 Felling  3«  *8 

Stanley  37-S 

o Hebburn  37*3 

6 Se>aham  Harbour  37*1 

7 Brandon  and  Byshottles  36*6 

8 Annfield  Plain  36*5 

Hetton-le-Hole  36*5 

9 Blaydon  4 - 36*2 

10  SMldon  35*9 

11  Tanfield  35*2 

12  Leadgate  35*1 

13  Wliic-kbam  34*9 


■{  14  Hartlepool  34' 

15  Crook  33 

Willington  33 

16  Rvton  33 


17  Jarrow  

18  Stockton  

19  Bishop  Auckland 

20  Tow  Law  

21  Conaett  

22  Benfieldside  

23  Darlington  

24  Durham 


33- 
31* 
SI- 
SO- 
SO' 
29 
28 
26 

2-5  Barnard  Castle  24 

26  Stanhope  22- 


Total  Urban  Districts 32  9 


1 Soutliwick-on-W^r  •••■  19*7 

2 Hougiiton-le-Spring  — 19*0 

3 Felling  , 13*6 

4 Spennymoor  13‘5 

o Hartlepool  1§‘3 

6 Jarrow  1<^'9 

7 Bishop  Auckland  17*8 

8 Consett  1~‘0 

9 Durham  1"’4 

Shildon  17*4 

10  Stockton  17*3 

Benfieldside  17*3 

11  Hebburn  - 17*1 

12  Seaham  Harbour  17*0 

13  Stanley  16*9 

14  Iieadgate  16*5 

15  Willington  16*4 

16  Brandon  and  Byshottles  16*3 

17  Crook  16*1 

18  Annfield  Plain  15*9 

Barnard  Castle  15*9 

Hetton-le-Hole  15*9 

19  Whickham  15*7 

20  Blavdon  15*2 

21  Tanfield  15*1 

22  Darlington  14*9 

23  Stanhope  14*8 

24  Tow  Law  14*1 

25  Ryton  13*2 

16-4 


IXPANl'  :\10R.TALITY-RATE 
per  1,000  Birtlts  registered. 


1 Southwick-on-Wear  .....  171 

Spennymoor  171 

2 Brandon  and  Byshottles  168 

Stanley  168 

3 Consett  159 

4 Willington  158 

5 Blaydon  156 

Houghton-le-Spring  156 

Annfield  Plain  156 

6 Durham  155 

7 Shildon  154 

8 Benfieldside  153 

Tanfield  153 

9 Felling  152 

Leadgate  152 

10  Seaham  Harbour  149 

Whickham  149 

11  Hetton-le-Hole  144 

12  Jarrow  143 

13  Stockton  141 

Crook  141 

Bishop  Auckland  141 

14  Hebburn  139 

15  Hartlepool  134 

16  Darlington  129 

17  Ryton  128 

18  Tow  Law  110 

19  Barnard  Castle  88 

20  Stanhope  84 

148 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE 
per  1,000  Population. 


1 Southwic'k-on-Wear  3'20 

3 SiK.'nuymooi*  ...., 2-86 

3 Sliildon  2-67 

4 Brandon  and  Bysliottles  2-66 

0 Blaydon  2-61 

6 Leadgate  2-59 

7 Ryton  2-33 

\Villington  2-33 

8 Jarrow  2*27 

9 Felling  2*23 

10  Annfield  Plain  2-21 

Seaham  Harbour  2*21 

11  Stanley  2*16 

12  Hetton-le-Hole  2-14 

13  Tanfield  2*12 

14  Stockton  2-09 

15  Benfieldside  2*08 

VYhickham  2*08 

16  Hebburn  2*01 

17  Houghton-le-Spring  ....  1*96 

18  Crook  1*86 

19  Duriiam  1*78 

20  Hartlepool  1-77 

21  Bishop  Auckland  1*76 

22  Consett  1*72 

23  Darlington  1*49 

24  Tow  Law  1-35 

25  Barnard  Castle  1-02 

26  Stanhope  0-96 

2-04 


1)IARRH(EA  DEATH-RATE 
per  1,000  Population. 


•FEVERS”  (Enteric  and  Con- 
tinufd)  DJOATH-RA^i'E 
per  1,000  Population. 


1 Southwick-on-Wear  ....  167 

2 Spennyimx)r  1*65 

3 Blaydon  1‘47 

4 willington  1’45 

o Durham  1*18 

6 Leadgate  1'16 

7 Shildon  1*14 

8 Ryton  1*13 

9 Brandon  and  Byshottles  1*10 

10  Benfieldside  1*06 

11  Tanfield  0*96 

12  Annfield  Plain  0-91 

Whickham  0*91 

13  Seaham  Harbour  0*88 

14  Hetton-le-Hole  0*86 

15  Consett  0-83 

16  Jarrow  0*75 

Felling  0*75 

17  Hebburn  0*74 

18  Crook  0-70 

19  Stockton  0-66 

BLshop  Auckland  0*66 

Stanley  0*66 

30  Houghton-le-Spring  ....  0-58 

21  Darlington  0-57 

22  Hartlepool  0*55 

23  Tow  Law  0*46 

24  Barnaid  Castle  0*39 

25  Stanhope  0*35 

086 


1 Shildon  0-46 

2 Brandon  arid  Byshottles  0*26 

3 Houghton-le-Spring  ....  0*25 

4 Southwick-on- Wear  ....  0*22 

Bishop  Auckland  0*22 

5 Willington  0*19 

6 Hetton-Ie-Hole  0-18 

Seaham  Harbour  0*18 

7 Annfield  Plain  0*16 

Ryton  0*16 

8 Stockton  0*15 

Crook  0-15 

Spennymoor  0-15 

Stanley  0*15 

9 Hebburn  0*14 

Stanhope  0*14 

10  Barnard  Castle  0-13 

Blaydon  0-13 

11  Darlington  0-11 

Jarrow  0*11 

12  Leadgate  0*10 

13  Benfieldside  0'09 

Felling  0*09 

Whickham  0*09 

14  Hartlepool  0-08 

Tanfield  0*08 

15  Durham  0*06 

Consett  0*06 

16  Tow  Law  004 

014 


PHTHISIS  DEATH-RAl'E 

per  1,000  Population. 

7 

1 Stanhope  

...  1-55 

2 Barnard  Castle  

...  1-39 

Felling  

...  1-39 

3 Durham  

...  1-29 

Jarrow  

...  1-29 

4 Stockton  

...  1*27 

5 Benfieldside  

...  1-26 

6 Hebburn  

...  1-20 

7 Consett  

...  M7  . 

8 Whickham  

...  1-15 

9 Hartlepool  

...  1-12 

Houghton-le-Spring 

....  1-12 

Seaham  Harbour  1*12 

Southwick-on-Wear  ....  1-12 

10  Bishop  Auckland  1*11 

11  Leadgate  1*07 

12  Darlington  1*02 

13  Spennymoor  0*99 

14  Shildon  0*98 

15  Brandon  and  Byshottles  0*97 

Crook  0*97 

16  Blaydon  0*96 

17  Annfield  Plain  0*90 

18  Hetton-le-Hole  0*87 

19  Tanfield  0-85 

20  Stanley  0*83 

21  Ryton  0*76 

22  Tow  Law  0*73 

23  Willington  0*72 

106 


f 1 Chester-le-Street  37*4 

2 S'onderland  37*1 

3 Houghton-le-Spring  ....  36*8 

4 Easington  36*1 

5 Auckland  35*6 

6 Durham  35*5 

7 Lanchester  ^*8 


j 8 Sedgefield  33*2 

9 South  Shields  30*8 

10  Stockton  30*7 

11  Barnard  Castle  27*4 

12  Darlington  , 26*5 

13  Weardale  24*3 

14  Hartlepool  18*2 

Total  Rural  Districts  35  9 

Administrative  County 34-2 


1 Easington  17*5 

2 Durham  17*2 

3 Chester-le-Street  17*1 

Auckland  17*1 


4 Sunderland  16*5 

5 Hough'ton-le-Spring  16*0 

6 Barnard  Castle  15*5 

7 Sedgefield  15*1 

8 Darlington  14*9 

Lanchester  14*9 

9 Stockton  14*8 

Weardale  14*8 

10  South  Shields  14*4 

11  Hartlepool  9*3 


16  9 
16  8 


1 Easington  166 

2 Sedgefield  164 

3 Chester-le-Street  163 

4 Durham  155 

5 Auckland  153 

6 Houghton-le-Spring  151 

7 Sunderland  150 


8 Lanchester  148 

9 South  Shields  133 

10  Barnard  Castle  118 

11  Darlington  114 

12  Stockton  103 

13  Weardale  97 

14  Hartlepool  91 


162 

149 


1 Easington  2-74 

2 Sunderland  2*^ 

3 Chester-le-Street  2*42 

4 Auckland  2*30 


5 Durham  1*96 

6 Sedgefield  1*88 

7 South  Shields  1*86 

8 Houghton-le-Spring  ....  1*85 

9 Lanchester  1'84 

10  Stockton  1*53 

11  Darlington  1*17 

12  Barnard  Castle  0*85 

13  Weardale  0*81 

14  Hartlepool  0-61 


219 

212 


1 Sunderland  1*23 

2 Chester-Ie-Street  1*12 

3 Auckland  T09 

4 Easington  1*07 


5 Durham  0*88 

6 Sedgefield  0*86 

7 Lanchester  0-75 

8 Houghton-le-Spring  ....  0-73 

9 South  Shields  0*69 

10  Stockton  0-46 

11  Darlington  0*33 

12  Hartlepool  0*26 

13  Weardale  0*25 

14  Barnard  Castle  0*20 


093 

089 


1 Easington  0*23 

2 Auckland  0*22 

3 Houghton-le-Spring  ...  0-21 

4 Sedgefield  0*20 

Sunderland  0*20 


5 South  Shields  0*16 

6 Lanchester  0*13 

Durham  0*13 

7 Ohester-le-Street  0*12 

Stockton  0*12 

8 Darlington  0*11 

9 Hartlepool  0*06 

10  Weardale  0*04 

11  Barnard  Castle  0*03 


0*17 
0 16 


1 Weardale  1*05 

2 Barnard  Castle  1*01 


3 South  Shields  0*98 

4 Darlington  0*94 

Durham  0*94 

5 Lanchester  0‘88 

6 Chester-le-Street  0*87 

7 Sunderland  0-85 

S Stockton  0*84 

9 Auckland  0*80 

10  Easington  0*74 

11  Sedgefield  0*70 

12  Houghton-Ie-Spring  ....  0*68 

13  Hartlepool  0*45 


087 

098 


Notes. — Part  of  the  Rural  District  of  Chester-le-Street  was  made  an  Urban  Area  in  1909,  but  the  figures  for  the  whole  of  the  district  are  included  in  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District. 
The  calculations  are  based  on  the  mean  of  the  Census  populations  for  1901  and  1911. 

The  thick  black  lines  divide  the  districts  above  and  below  the  County  average  rates. 


10 


The  Sfanilardued  Bate. — To  eiuible  the  deatli-rate  of  (li«ti'icts 
which  are  (Usf<imilar  in  age  and  sex  constitution  to  be  contrasted, 
the  Registrar  (leneral  now  su})plies  for  each  sanitary  area  a “ stan- 
dardizing factor  which  when  multiplied  by  the  crude  death-rate 
adjusts  the  I’ate  to  what  it  would  have  been  had  the  constitution  of 
the  popidation  of  the  distinct  under  consideration  been  the  same  as 

t 

that  of  England  and  Wales  at  tlie  Census  of  1901,  which  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison  is  taken  as  the  standard.  ^ , 

In  the  Administrative  County  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of 
the  popidation  differs  from  the  standard  in  the  fact  that  there  is 
an  undid}'  large  proportion  of  infants  and  an  excess  of  males  wliich 
together  tend  to  increase  the  death-rate,  lint  tins  is  more  than  coni- 
jiensated  by  the  fact  that  there  is  an  excess  of  persons  between  five 
and  twenty-five  years  and  also  a deficiency  of  old  people.  The  net 
result  is  that  the  poimlation  as  constituted  is  favourable  to  a low 
mortality  figure,  and  when  this  is  the  case  the  application  of  the 
Registrar-CeneraTs  factor  has  the  effect  of  increasing  the  ci'ude 
I'ate  in  tlie  jiresent  year  fi'om  15'2T  to  loTiO  or  0’d2  per  1,000.  Had 
tlie  constitution  of  the  population  lieen  unfavouralde  to  a low  deatli- 
rate,  the  factor  would  have  had  the  ojijiosite  effect.  The  corrected 
(leatli-rate  of  eacli  sanitarv  distiict  in  tlie  Countv  has  been  worked 

t'  • 

out  and  the  figures  are  shown  with  the  chief  vital  statistics  in  the 
abstracts  of  the  annual  reports  of  district  Medical  Officei'S  of  Health 
appended  to  this  report.  In  the  following  talile  tlie  crude  and  stan- 
(hu’dized  I’ates  of  the  Administrative  County  and  the  aggregate  of 
the  ui’ban  and  rural  districts,  ai‘e  compared  with  England  and  Wales. 
There  it  will  be  observed  that  the  population  of  England  and  Wales 
at  the  present  time  is  less  favourable  to  a low  death-rate  than  it  was 
111  1901,  and  that  in  tliis  (Viunty  the  population  of  the  urban  is 
rather  more  favourably  constituted  than  the  rural  districts,  the 
factoi-  in  the  former  increasing  the  crude  i-ate  2‘.5  per  cent,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  latter  1*5, 
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4 8 tan-  I 

Cmde  Death-rate  per  of  the  Population.  Vlardizedj 

Rate 


• 

1909. 

1910,. 

1911, 

1912. 

1913. 

1913. 

England  and  Wales... 

14-5 

13-4 

14-6 

13-3 

13-7 

13-4 

Administrative  County 

14-9 

14  3 

16'4 

13-77 

15-27 

15-59 

Urban  Districts 

14-9 

14-3 

16-7 

14-47 

15-57 

15-96 

Rural  Districts  ^ ... 

• 

14-8 

14-2 

16-0 

13-10 

14-87 

15-10 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

In  1913  the  number  of  l)irths  and  deaths  were  29,778  and 
17,813  respectively,  so  that  tlie  '' natural  increased’^  l)y  excess  of 
Idrtbs  over  deaths  was  14, 9(15  or  15‘4  per  1,0(10  of  the  ])opulation. 
On  examinino’  the  table  given  Ijelow  it  will  be  seen  tliat  the  natural 
increase  in  1913  is  considerably  l)eh)W  the  mean  of  the  ten  years 
1901-1910,  and  tliat  this  is  dtie  to  the  <leclining  birth-rate. 


Ta1)le  sbowiim-  for  eacli  xear  since  1901  tlte  “ natural  increast' 


l)y  excess  of  Ijirths  over  deaths. 


[ 

l^IRTHM. 

Db.\ths. 

Excess  of 
Births  over 
Deatlis. 

Birth-rate 
per  _ lOOO 
living. 

Death-rate 
per  1000 
living. 

Annual 
rate  of 
Increase 
per  1000 
living. 

1901 

27,990 

14,915 

13,075 

36-27 

19*32 

16-95  ' 

1 1902 

27,813 

13,155 

14,658 

35-36 

16-72 

18-64  ' 

: 1903 

28,370 

14,072 

14,298 

35-38 

17-55 

17-83  i 

: 1904 

28,585 

14,721 

13,864 

34-98 

18-01 

17d4  ! 

' 1905 

29,977 

14,166 

15,711 

35-99 

17-00 

18-99  1 

1906 

29,007 

14,459 

14,548 

34-17 

17-03 

17-14 

1907 

28,993 

14,205 

14,788 

33-50 

16-41 

17-09 

1908 

31,297 

14,811 

16,486 

35-49 

16-79 

18-70 

1909 

30,410 

13,422 

16,988 

33-83 

14-93 

18-90 

1910 

29,858 

13,108 

16,750 

32-58 

14-30 

18-28  : 

Mean 

; 

of 

29,230 

14,103 

15,126 

34-71 

16-74 

17-97  ! 

10  years. 

1 

i 

1911 

29,643 

15,338 

14,305 

31-7 

16-4 

i 

15-3 

1912 

29,671 

13,1  11 

16,560 

31-2 

13-7 

17-5 

1913 

29,778 

14,813 

14,965 

30-7 

15-3 

15-4 

y 
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In  tlie  following  table  tbe  natural  inei'case  in  tlio  |»oj)nlation 
since  1891  is  compared  witli  Mngland  and  Wales. 


Mean 

Annual 

Death-rate. 

Mean 

Annual 

Birth-rate. 

Mean  Annual  Rate  of 
Increase  per  1,000  living. 

Durham. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1891-95 

19-33 

36-92 

17-59 

11-8 

1896-00 

18-20 

35-16 

16-96 

11-6 

1901-05 

17-71 

35-59 

17-88 

12-1 

1906-10 

15-87 

33-97 

18-16 

11-6 

1911 

16-4 

31-7 

15  3 

9-8 

1912 

13-7 

31-2 

17-5 

10-5 

1913 

15-3 

30-7 

15  4 

10  1 

The  |)receding  table  shows  that  the  natui-al  increase  in  this 
C'oimtY  during  the  hve  years  1891-0  Avas  IT’59  and  that  during  the 
next  five  years  the  birtli-rate  fell  faster  than  tlie  death-rate, 
1‘esulting  in  a diminution  of  the  natural  increase.  In  the  next  tAvo 
(piinquennia  the  decwease  in  the  death-rate  more  than  compensated 
for  the  fall  in  the  l)irth-rate,  and  as  a result  the  gain  in  the  jjopula- 
tion  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  Avas  Avell  maintained,  the 
natural  increase  in  tlie  hve  years  19()()-10  exceeding  the  mean  of  any 
of  tlie  three  preceding  quiiK|uennia.  But  in  1911,  AAdiile  the  birth- 
loite  continued  to  fall,  the  death-rate  rose  considerably,  consequently 
the  rate  of  natinnl  increase  reached  a loAver  level  in  that  ^cear  than 
on  any  previous  occasion.  In  1912  there  Avas  a great  recovery  OAving 
to  the  fact  that  the  death-rate  Avas  jihenomenally  Ioav,  but  the 
death-rate  has  gone  up  again  and  the  birth-rate  continues  to  fall, 
with  the  result  that  the  natural  increase  in  1913  is  practically  the 
same  as  in  1911  AA’lien,  as  alreadv  stated,  the  rate  Avas  the  lowest 
recorded  in  the  County. 

Hitherto  the  decrease  in  the  death-rate  has  been  sufficient  to 
make  up  for  tlie  diminution  of  the  birth-rate,  but  the  I’eturns  of  the 
last  three  years  suggest  that  Avhat  has  been  taking  place  for  some 
time  in  other  ])arts  of  the  country  has  commenced  in  this  County, 
and  that  in  future  we  may  expect  a gradually  diminishing  rate  of 
natural  increase. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Of  the  14,813  deaths  from  all  causes  in  this  CoimtY  in  lOl.'!, 
4,079  or  '27' 5 per  cent,  were  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  births  during  the  year  are  equivalent 
to  an  infant  mortality-rate  of  137  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  moidality-i’ate  since  1901, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  although  the  rate  in  1913  is  higher 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year  it  is  22  ])er  1,000  below  the  rate  of 
1911  and  also  12  |)er  1,000  below  the  mean  of  the  ten  years  1901- 
1910. 


Y ear. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Rate  per  1000 
Birth.s. 

1901 

27,990 

5,074 

181 

1902 

27,813 

3,949 

141 

1903 

28,370 

4,579 

161 

1901 

28,583 

4,640 

162 

1905.... 

29,977 

4,458 

159 

1906 

29,007 

4,583 

157 

1907 

28,993 

3,954 

136 

1908 

31,297 

4,750 

151 

1909 

30,410 

3,792 

124 

1910 

29,858 

3,772 

126 

Mean  of  10  years 

29,229-8 

4,355-0 

149 

1911 

29,643 

4,725 

159 

1912 

29,671 

3,161 

106 

1913 

29,778 

4,079 

137 

1 he  infant  moidality-iaite  in  this  County  is  gradually  decreasing, 
as  wdl  l:)e  seen  if  the  retui'ns  over  a more  extended  ])eriod  are  exam- 
ined. The  table  wduch  follows  gives  in  quinquennial  periods  the 
infant  mortality-rate  since  1891.  Tliei’e  it  will  be  obseived. 


although  the  mean  I'ate  of  1890-1900  is  a little  above  tlie  ])i'eceding 
live  years,  that  since  1900  the  rates  have  <lecreased,  the  difference 
between  the  first  and  the  second  ten  years  of  the  [)ei'iod  amounting 


H 


to  17  per  1,00(1;  tlie  i)art  of  tin’s  rodiiotio]),  it  will  also  he 


noted,  has  taken  place  in  the  last  half  of  the  1901-10  deeenniuin. 


Mean  Annual 
muiiber  of  Births. 

Mean  Annual 
number  of  Deaths 
under  one. 

Rate  per  1000 
Births. 

1891-95  ... 

25,686 

4,204 

163 

1896-00  ... 

26,102 

4,413 

169 

Mean  of  1 0 years 

25,894 

4,308 

166 

1901-05  ... 

28,547 

4,540 

159 

1906-10  ... 

29,913 

4,170 

139 

Mean  of  1 0 years 

29,230 

4,355 

149 

1911 

29,643 

4,725  . 

159 

1912 

29,671 

3,161 

106 

1913 

29,778 

4,079 

137 

Compared  with  England  and  Wales,  the  infant  mortality  of  the 
Administrative  County  in  1913  is  28  per  1,000  above  the  average  of 
the  country  as  a whole,  and  the  next  table  also  shows  that  the  rural 


tality-rate  than  the  urban  districts. 


In  the  following  table  the  chief  vital  statistics  of  the  Administra- 
tive County  during  1913,  and  of  its  urban  and  rural  distiicts  are 


compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales: — 


Rate  per  lOOO  Population. 

Total 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Adminis- 

trative 

County. 

England 

and 

Wales, 

Birth-rate  

30-73 

30-06 

30-69 

23-9 

Death-rate  (‘Standardized’) 

15-36 

15-10 

15-59 

13-4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 

! 1000  births 

135 

139 

137 

109 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1 

1 77 

1 97 

1-86 

1-20 

! Smallpox  

i Scarlet  Fever  

Oil 

0-20 

0-15 

0-06 

Diphtheria  

0-17 

0-17 

0-19 

0-12 

“Fever”  (Enteric  & Continued) 

0-06 

0-08 

0-07 

0-04 

i Measles 

0-37 

0-45 

0-41 

0*28 

Whooping  Cough 

019 

0-17 

0-18 

0-14 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  '1 

(under  2 years)  J 

Diarrluea  and  Enteritis 

■ 0-85 

1 

0-87 

0-86 

0-55 

(under  2 years) 

27-59 

28-45 

28-04 

23-41 

per  1000  births 

i 

' 
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ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 

The  numl^ei'  f)f  deatlis  in  1013  from  tlie  seveii  pi'inci|>al  epidemic 
diseases  was  1,80<S.  Of  these  148  were  due  to  scarlet  f e\  er,  184  to 
diphtheria,  67  to  enteric  fever,  Avhich  include  2 deaths  ascribed  to 
continued  fever,  398  to  measles,  ITT  to  whooping  cough,  and  834 
or  over  46  per  cent,  of  the  total  to  diarrhoea.  Ihere  wei'e  no  deaths 
from  smallpox.  The  1,808  deatlis  eori'espond  to  a rate  of  1 86  per 
1,000'  living,  as  compared  with  1'39  in  the  ])receding  year,  and  2 90 
in  1911.  But  1911  and  1912  were  excei»tional  in  tlie  fact  that  in 
1912  the  climatic  conditions  were  most  favourable  to  a low  mortality, 
and  in  no  othei'  year  on  record  was  tlie  zymotic  deatli-rate  in  this 
country  so  low,  while  in  1911,  owing  in  all  ])rol)ability  to  the 
extreme  heat  of  the  summer  and  the  excessive  incidence  of  ejtidemic 
diai'i'hcea,  whicii  accounted  for  57  per  cent,  of  tlm  total  deaths,  the 
zymotic  mortality  had  not  l)een  so  high  for  10  years. 

, In  the  following  table  the  mmdality-rates  of  1913  ai‘e  com])ared 
with  1911  and  1912  and  the  average  of  the  five  years  1906-10,  which 
may  be  regarded  as  years  of  average  zymotic  incidence. 

Zymotic  Mortality  iv  1913  as  comparkd  with  thk 
Mean  Rate  for  1906-1910. 


Seven  Principal 
Epidemic  Diseases. 

Ibite  per  1000  living. 

Ratio,  1913 
to  1906-10, 
the  latter 
taken  as 
100. 

Mean  flatei 
1906-10. 

1911. 

1912. 

191,3. 

Smallpox  

0-00 

Scai'let  P^ever 

0-07 

0-08 

0-10 

0-15 

200 

Diphtheria  

0-17 

0-16 

0-16 

0-19 

107  i 

1 

Enteric  nncl  Con- 

1 

i 

1 

tinned  Fever. 

0-14 

0-17 

0-06 

0-07 

49 

iSIeasles  

0-33 

0-44 

0-52 

0-41 

124 

Wbiooping  Cough. 

0-32 

0-39 

0-27 

0-18 

57 

Diarrlnea  

0-93 

1-65 

0-27 

0-86 

93 

1-97 

2-90 

1 1-39 

1 

1-86 

94 
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III  the  preceding'  table  it  M ill  be  observed  tliat  the  zymotic  death- 
rate  in  li)ld  is  O il  })ei'  1,(*00  lielow  the  average  of  the  hve  years 
lOOG-10,  which  means  that  to  every  100  deaths  in  the  quinquenninm 
there  were  Od,  or  a decrease  of  G per  cent,  in  191  G.  The  table  also 
sheM's  that  on  tlie  one  hand  there  has  been  a considerable  increase 
in  death-rate  from  scarlet  fever  and  measles,  and  on  the  other  a 
marked  decrease  fi'om  enteric  fever  and  whoojiing  cough,  and  that 
diphtheria  is  a little  above  and  diarrheea  a little  beloM"  the  average, 
amounting  in  both  cases  to  7 jier  cent.  The  death-rate  from  scarlet 
fever  in  191G  Avas  O'lo  or  just  double  that  of  1906-10,  and  as  Avill  be 
seen  on  tui'iiing  to  the  table  on  page  19  not  since  1903  have 
there  been  so  many  deaths  from  this  disease  as  during  the  present 
year.  The  death-rate  from  measles  is  loAver  than  in  1911  and  1912, 
but  the  rate  is  24:  per  cent,  above  the  average  of  190G-10.  From 
di})htheria  the  number  of  deaths  continues  to  be  very  high  and  the 
rate  is  above  the  average  of  the  5 years  1906-10'  and  the  tAvo  suc- 
ceeding Years.  Of  the  diseases  Mliich  sheAved  a decrease  enteric 
fever  is  the  most  remaikable.  Compared  Avith  190G-10  the  death- 
rate  is  51  jier  cent.  beloAV  the  average,  and  the  total  number  of 
deaths  is  only  4 more  than  in  1912,  in  AAdiich  year  a smaller  number 
of  deaths  Avas  recorded  tlian  in  anv  other  vear.  As  stated  above, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  Avhooping  cough  Avas  177,  AAdiich  is  equal 
to  a mortality  of  O'FS  per  1,000.  The  deatli-rate  is  43  jier  cent. 
beloAV  tlie  average,  and  in  no  other  year  has  the  numlier  of  deaths 
and  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  been  so  Ioav.  From  diarrhoea 
there  Avas,  as  is  usually  the  case,  a large  number  of  deaths,  and  but 
for  the  excessive  mortality  in  1906  and  again  in  1908,  the  death- 
rate  in  1913  Avould  have  been  above  instead  of  a little  lieloAV  the 
average,  and  it  will  also  be  seen  on  examining  the  table  given  beloA\ 
that  Avhile  the  death-i'ate  from  the  other  e])idemic  diseases  has  fallen 
very  considerably  during  recent  years,  the  diarrheea  death-rate  has 
been  practically  stationai'y. 


Table  shewing  in  quinquennial  periods  the  mortality  from  the 
principal  epidemic  diseases  during  the 
ten  years  1901-1910, 


! 

Seven  principal 
Epidemic  Di.seases. 

Mean  Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

Ratio  of  the  Death 
rate  in  1901-05  to 
1906-10,  the  former 
taken  as  100. 

i 

1901-05. 

1906-10. 

Small-pox  

0-015 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

0-192 

0-076 

39 

Diphtheria  

0-257 

0-177 

68 

Enteric  and  Continued 
Fever 

0-179 

0-141 

78 

1 

Measles 

0-441 

0-329 

74 

Whooping  Cough 

0-366 

0-317 

87 

Diarrhoea  

0-867 

0-926 

107 

2-317 

1-976 

85 

On  examining  the  table  given  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
death-rate  from  the  several  diseases  in  the  second  half  of  the  decen- 
niuni  are  with  one  exception  considerably  lower  than  in  the  first 
half,  amounting  to  61  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever,  32  per 
cent,  in  the  case  of  diphthena,  and  26  and  13  per  cent,  respectively 
in  the  case  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  and  that  during  the 
quinquennium  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  smallpox  but,  as 
already  pointed  out,  diarrhcea  has  shown  ])ractically  no  change. 
With  respect  to  eiiteric  fever,  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made,  to  the  marked  decrease  in  the  mortality,  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  death-rate  has  fallen  from  0‘’179  to  0’141  per  1,000  or  22 
})er  cent.  The  zymotic  rates,  however,  do  not  compare  favourably 
with  England  and  Wales,  for  even  after  making  allowance  for  the 
dissimilar  age  and  sex  coiistitution  of  the  ])opulatioii  which  is  unfav- 
ourable to  a low  zvmotic  rate,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  table  uiven  here- 
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umler  tliat  the  total  ik'atli-i'ato  in  l!)l.')  iVoni  the  seven  ja'ineipal 
epidemic  diseases  is  per  cent,  above  tlie  rate  for  the  coiinti'y  as  a 
whole  and  that  enteidc  fevei'  is  still  To  per  cent,  and  whooping  cough 
'2^  })er  cent,  above  the  average,  and  scarlet  fevei’,  dijihtheria,  diar- 
rlnea,  and  measles,  lb(),  58,  55,  and  dG  per  cent,  in  the  order  men- 
tioned. 


Zymotic  Mortality  1913,  Rate  per  1000  Living. 

y, 

o 

cc 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

i 

j 

Measles. 

1 

i 

Whooping  ! 

Cough. 

Diarrhcea. 

Total. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

O’OO 

0’06 

01  *2 

004 

0-28 

014 

0’55 

1-20 

Durham  

... 

0-15 

019 

007 

0-41 

018 

0-86 

1-86 

Ratio,  Durham  to  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  the 
latter  taken  as  100. . 
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Eh 
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O 

05 


ft 

ft 

K 

ft 

CO 


ft 

hH 
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ft 

ft 


1913 

970,070 

• 

00 

-4^ 

GO 

67 

QO 

05 

CO 

■-e 

CO 

00 

CO 

CO 

GO 

F-< 

Mean  of 

10  years. 

oc^ 

00 

o 

05 

00 

r- 

fH 

CO 

(M 

346 

Cl 

05 

Cl 

797 

CO 

OG 

r-4 

00 

o 

1912 

o 

lO 

»o 

05 

99 

157 

63 

496 

259 

257 

1332 

1 39 

1911 

i 

933,780 

; 

74 

155 

159 

1 

365 

1547 

Cl 

05 

Cl 

1910 

916,150 

1 

1 

o 

1 i--* 
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i-C 

r-i 

VC 

00 

CO 

224  j 

702 

o 

-e 

l-H 

CO 

Ip 

1909 

898,840 

80 

05 

re 

107 

Cl 

CO 

217 

-o 

o 

VC 

1383 

1-53 

1908 

881,870 

; 

62 

Cl 

o 

* 05 

VC 

236 

452 

1 

fr. 

Cl 

2278 

00 

VO 

Cl 

1907 

865,210 

55 

169 

t- 

00 

■CO 

VC 

268 

_ 

05 

rfi 

1657 

16-1 

1906 

848,870 

68 

1 

168  I 

1 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

248 

1164 

1974 

Cl 

CO 

Cl 

>o 

o 

05 

1 

832,840 

O} 

1 

o 

Cl 

1 

164 

393 

iC 

rf 

CO 

rt< 

CO 

1925 

CO 

Cl 

1904 

1 

! 

817,120 

1 

00 

CJ 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

Cl 

1-- 

HI 

348 

767 

2079 

re 

vp 

1903 

801,680 

29 

198 

lO 

cr 

C( 

05 

05 

1 

254  i 

1 

195 

f 

580 

1590 

1-98 

Estimated 
Population  ... 

Small  pox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria  

Entei'ic  and 
Continued  Fever 

Measles 

o 

O 

“f 

o" 

o 

Diarrhrea 

Tot.vl 

Rate  {ler  1,000 
Living 
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THE  PREVALENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

l^lxcludiug  2,9d0  cases  ef  tuberculosis,  tlie  iniinber  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  52  weeks  ended  2Ttln  Decem- 
ber, 1915,  was  T,9dd.  Of  these  5,dd7  were  scarlet  fevei‘,  l,d0() 
dijditheria,  350  enteric  fever,  G continued  fever,  24:  puerperal  fever, 
and  711  erysipelas.  The  7,944:  cases  correspond  to  an  attack  rate 
of  8’ 18  })er  l,00t>  living.  The  rate  is  })ractically  the  same  as  in 
1912,  but  is  1'55  per  1,000  above  the  attack  rate  of  1911  and  1'82 
or  28  per  cent,  above  the  mean  of  the  five  years  190G-1910. 


The  liigh  attack  I'ate  in  1913  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the 
increased  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever,  which  accounts  for  G8  })er  cent, 
or  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified.  The 
table  on  i>age  23  gives  foi'  each  disease  the  numbei'  of  cases  notified 
since  1903,  and  in  the  table  given  below  the  attack  rate  in  1913 
is  compared  with  that  of  1911  and  1912,  and  the  mean  of  the  five 
years  190G-1910. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

Attack  rate  per  1000  living. 



Ratio,  1913 
to  1906-10, 
the  latter 
taken  as  100 

1906—10 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Small-pox 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0 

' Scarlet  Fever  

;430 

3-48 

5-94 

0-61 

170 

j Diphtheria  

i-:f5 

1-40 

1-31 

1-44 

106 

. Enteric  Fever 

0-84 

0-98 

0-37 

0-36 

43 

Continued  Fever... 

0-04 

0-03 

0-00 

0-00 

0 

; Relapsing  Fever  ... 

• . . 

. . . 

... 

Typhus  Fever  

•• 

. . . 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0-037 

0-02 

0-03 

0-02 

65 

Erysipelas  

0-78 

0-68 

0-62 

0-73 

93 

6-36 

6-63  , 

8-30 

8-18 

128 

The  jireceding  table  shews  that  while  the  incidence  of  enteric 
fever  has  declined  57  |)er  cent.,  puei'peral  fever  35  per  cent.,  and 
erysipelas  7 per  cent.,  diphtheria  has  been  a little  more  prevalent 
than  in  1911  and  1912,  Imt  that  the  attack  rate  is  only  O'OO  per 
1,000  or  G per  cent,  above  the  mean  of  the  five  yeai'S  190G-10.  With 
regard  to  scarlet  fever,  the  talde  shews  that  the  attack  rate  in  1913 
was  5'Gl  per  1,000  as  against  5'94  in  the  })receding  year  and  3'48  in 
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1911,  and  tluit  tliu  rate  iii  2‘31  per  1,UOO  or  70  per  cent,  above  the 
average.  But  although  scarlet  fevei'  during  the  past  two  years  has 
been  very  })re valent,  the  incidence  of  this  disease  even  at  the  present 
time  com[)ares  vei-y  favourably  with  former  years,  and  this  remark 
also  applies  to  the  other  notihalde  diseases.  Thus  during  the  ten 
years  1901-1910  it  will  be  seen  on  examining  the  table  given  below 
that  to  every  100  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  first  five  years  of  this 
period  (1901 -Oh)  there  were  only  51  in  the  succeeding  live  years, 
Avhich  is  equivalent  to  a reduction  in  the  attack  rate  of  49  iper  cent., 
that  in  the  case  of  typhoid  fever  there  has  been  a decrease  of  01  per 
cent.,  and  that  the  attack  rate  from  diphtheria  has  fallen  from  1 r)0 
per  1,000  to  I’Oo  or  12  pei-  cent.,  while  the  reduction  in  the  total 
number  of  cases  notified  amounts  to  41  per  cent.  During  the  ten 
vears  1901-1910  71,088  cases  wwwe  notified,  and  of  these  28,088 
occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the  decennium,  but  had  the  attack  rate 
been  the  same  during  1900-10'  as  in  the  preceding  five  years, 
instead  of  28,088  cases  there  wamld  have  been  47,300'  or  19,212 
inoi’e  than  actuallv  occurred. 


Table  showing  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
in  the  Administrative  Countv^  during  the  ten 
years  1901-1910. 


Mean  Annual  Attack 
Rate  per  1,000  living. 

Ratio,  1906-10 
to  1901-05,  the 
latter  taken 

1901-05 

1906-10 

as  100. 

8raalI-pox 

0-26 

0-00 

0 i 

Scarlet  Fever  

6-47 

3-30 

51  1 

Diphtheria  

P53 

1-35 

88  1 

Enteric  Fever 

1-14 

0-84 

j 69 

Continued  Fever  

0-13 

004 

Relapsing:  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

» • • 

• • 

• • • 

« •• 

Puerperal  Fever 

0-07 

004 

k 

Erysipelas 

1-09 

0-78 

72 

10-72 

6 36 

59 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT 


Weekly  Statement  of  notiBable  diseases  reported  during  1913, 


i 

i 

! 

1 

Week  ended  | 

i 

1 

1 

y, 

o 

£X 

cs3 

X 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Fever 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non-Pulnunary 

Tuberculosis. 

Fhiteric  or 

'J'yphoid 

Typhus 

. 

Relapsing 

Continued 

Puerperal 

Ji^nuai  y 

4 

1 

I06i 

27! 

10 

17 

20 

5 ' 

11 

• « * 

91 

23 

4 

4 4 4 

4 . 4 

13 

29 

M 

18 

135 

26 

6 

4 4 • 

1 

4 4 4 

26 

24 

25 

• • • 

105 

25 

2 

4 4 . 

11 

27 

February 

1 

. . « 

125 

24 

t 

1 

14 

27 

o 

8 

132 

20 

8 

. 4 . 

1 

15 

65 

124 

15 

. • . 

107 

29 

8 

4 • • 

14 

53 

1 i 

22 

. . . 

97 

24 

5 

4 . . 

9 

66 

65 

Marcli 

1 

• . ♦ 

121 

27 

6 

4 . 

1 

18 

58 

49 

?> 

8 

. . 

7& 

28 

2 

4 4 

1 

12 

45 

43 

15 

15 

> . 

102 

26 

2 

. . 

4 4 4 

13 

40 

36 

15 

•>o 

. . 

95 

15 

4 

4 4 4 

1 

13 

33 

23 

1> 

29 

• • 

85 

13 

2 

1 4 4 

4 4 4 

12 

38 

25 

April 

5 

• « 

107 

16 

4 4 

4 . 4 

1 

18 

39 

25 

51 

12 

. • 

87 

20 

6 

4 . 4 

4 4 4 

18 

49 

41 

55 

19 

. . 

86 

21 

5 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

11 

26 

24 

26 

82 

16 

7 

4 4 4 

1 

14 

33 

29 

iMay 

3 

• « 

91 

28 

5 

1 

14 

50 

40 

V 

10 

. « 

65 

29 

5 

1 

10 

40 

55 

51 

17 

. • 

68 

19 

3 

21 

47 

23 

5) 

24 

• « 

89 

24 

7 

8 

31 

31 

31 

« * • 

80 

32 

9 

10 

38 

29 

J line 

7 

92 

17 

10 

14 

31 

20 

14 

. . « 

83 

23 

6 

4 4 4 

11 

27 

22 

)> 

21 

• 4 • 

83 

19 

2 

1 

9 

35 

23 

)> 

28 

4 4 4 

74 

17 

6 

... 

1 

14 

27 

15 

July 

5 

4 4 4 

57 

18 

5 

4 4 4 

8 

39 

23 

55 

12 

4 4 4 

55 

33 

4 

4 4 4 

1 

1 

16 

24 

17 

55 

19 

4 4 4 

92 

26 

4 

4 4 4 

• 4 4 

16 

55 

16 

55 

26  . 

4 4 4 

i 78 

28 

4 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

11 

26 

21 

August 

2 

4 4 4 

i 67 

20 

6 

4 4 4 

, , , 

9 

28 

9 

51 

9 

4 4 4 

53 

.21 

3 

4 4 4 

1 

8 

14 

8 

11 

16 

4 4 4 

i 74 

26 

4 

4 4 4 

♦ 44 

12 

21 

19 

55 

23 

4 4 4 

89 

23 

11 

4 4 4 

1 

6 

30 

12 

55 

30 

4 4 4 

87 

12 

5 

4 4 4 

4 4 4 

6 

27 

11 

September  6 

4 4 4 

85 

38 

12 

1 4 4 

12 

26 

16 

51 

13 

4 4 4 

81 

28 

12 

4 4 4 

1 

17 

31 

10 

55 

20 

4 4 4 

105 

34 

14 

• • • 

i 

1 

15 

31 

18 

55 

27 

4 4 4 

105 

37 

8 

4 4 • 

1 

14 

28 

26 

October 

4 

4 4 4 

88 

28 

4 

... 

19 

32 

12 

15 

1! 

79 

40 

6 

4 4 4 

1 

11 

30 

12 

51 

18 

4 4 4 

113 

28 

7 

4 4 4 

9 

34 

21 

15 

25 

4 4 4 

1 149 

45 

16 

1 

11 

34 

13 

November  1 

4 4 4 

1 152 

41 

9 

/ ... 

13 

34 

5 

55 

8 

4 4 4 

1 137 

29 

24 

1 ... 

1 

16 

28 

19 

5) 

15 

4 4 • 

1 173 

28 

3 

1 ••• 

4 4 4 

16 

31 

16 

15 

22 

4 4 4 

1 155 

30 

10 

... 

1 

20 

35 

21 

5’ 

29 

185 

45 

12 

... 

17 

30 

21 

December  6 

4 4 4 

182 

52 

4 

4 • 4 

1 

18 

25 

15 

51 

13 

4 4 4 

193 

31 

5 

4 4 4 

1 

16 

32 

14 

51 

20 

4 4 4 

178 

42 

12 

4 4 

1 

1 

23 

28 

17 

51 

27 

169 

35 

9 

... 

... 

2 

13 

17 

8 

Total  for  the  year 

... 

5447 

1406 

350 

... 

... 

6 

24 

... 

711 

1768 

1221 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN 

THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY,  1903  1912  and  in  1913. 
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SMALLPOX. 

No  case  of  small|)Ox  was  notified  dining- the  year,  and  only  23 
since  1911.  In  the  table  given  lielow  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the 
ten  years  1901  to  1910  there  were  1,092  cases,  and  that  of  these  all 
but  17  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  decennium.  The  table  also 
shews  that  from  1901-1905  there  were  63  deaths  from  this  disease, 
but  since  then  there  has  been  only  one. 


i 

1 

Number 

of 

Cases. 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000 
Fopulation. 

1901—05 

1075 

63 

5-8 

0015 

1906—10 

17 

0 

1 

. . . 

I 1911 

19 

0 

V 2-5 

1912 

4 

1 

0-001 

: 1913 

0 

0 

J 

• • • 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

As  will  1)6  seen  on  inferring  to  the  table  on  })age  23,  scaiiet 
fever  was  very  ])revalent  in  1903,  but  not  since  then  have  so 
many  cases  been  notified  as  during  the  past  two  years,  the  attack 
rate  rising  from  an  average  of  3’ 30  per  1,000  living  in  the  five  years 
1906-10  to  5'94  and  5'61  mspectively  in  1912  and  1913.  Not  only 
was  the  disease  very  ])revalent  in  1913,  but  ap])arently  it  was  more 
severe,  for,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  table  given  below,  148  or  2' 7 per 
cent,  of  the  cases  notified  in  1913  jiroved  fatal,  as  against  2'3,  wliich 
is  the  mean  fatalitv  rate  of  the  five  vears  1906-10.  It  will  also  be 

t/  kJ 

noted  that  although  there  were  211  more  cases  in  1912  there  were 
49  fewe}-  deaths  than  in  1913. 


Total 

Number  of 
Cases. 

Total 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Deadi-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901—05 

25,968 

770 

2-9 

0-19 

1906—10 

0,578 

335 

2-3 

0-07 

1911 

3,253 

74 

2-3 

(5-03 

1912 

5,658 

99 

1-7 

010 

! 1913 

5,447 

148 

2*7 

0-15 

DIPHTHERIA 


Tlie  niimljcr  of  cases  of  diplitlieria  notified  during  tlie  year  was 
1,40G,  corresponding  to  a I'ate  of  I’dd  per  1,000.  ddie  statement 
which  follows  gives  the  number  of  cases  notified  since  1903,  tVom 
which  it  wdll  be  seen  that  although  diphtheria  was  more  prevalent 
in  1913  than  it  had  been  for  some  time,  unlike  such  diseases  as  scarlet 
fever  and  measles  it  has  not  been  sidiject  to  any  marked  fluctuatiiju 


in  prevalence  aiiiing  recent  years. 

No.  of  cases 


notified. 

1903. 

1,467 

1904. 

1,400 

1905. 

1,547 

1900. 

1,298 

1907. 

1,108 

Total  . 

6,820 

Mean 

attack 

rate.,  1'39 

1913.. 

1,406. 

No.  of  cases 

notified. 

1908 

1,146 

1909 

1,152 

1910 

1,258 

1911 

1,310 

1912 

1,252 

Total  ... 

6,118 

i\lean  attack  rate..  I’dd 


nick  rate r-ld. 


In  the  table  given  below  tlie  fatality  and  zymotic  rates  are 
conpiared.  The  table  shows  that  while  the  case-mortality  in  1913 
is  a little  below  the  mean  of  the  live  years  1906-10,  the  zymotic 
mortality  is  above  it.  The  increase  in  the  zymotic  mortality  in 
1913  is  therefore  due  to  the  greater  ])revalence  of  the  disease. 


' 

Total 

Number  of 
Oases. 

Total 

Number  of 
Death. 5. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901—05 

6,142 

1,026 

16-7 

0-257 

■ 1906—10 

5,962 

788 

13  2 

0-177 

1911 

1,310 

155 

11-8 

0466 

i 1912 

1,252 

157 

. 12-5 

0 165 

i 1913 

1 

1,406 

184 

13-0 

0489 
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ENTERIC  FEVER. 

During  the  n'i  weeks  ended  27t]i  Deeember,  lOl.'h  dnO  euvses  of  en- 
teric fever  an<l  (i  cases  of  coiitinned  fever  were  notified,  which  together 
correspond  to  an  attack  rate  of  O' 36  per  1,000  living.  During  the 
ten  years  1901-10  the  attack  rate  from  enteric  fever  fell  from  I'lt 
per  1,000  in  the  first  half  of  the  decennium  to  O' 84  in  the  second  half, 
or,  if  continued  fever  be  included,  from  r27  to  0'88  or  31  per  cent. 
Compared  with  the  mean  of  the  five  years  1906-10  the  combined 
attack  rate  in  1913  from  enteric  fever  and  continued  fever  was  59 
per  cent,  below  the  average.  But  with  the  decline  in  prevalence  it 
would  ap})ear  that  the  disease  has  become  more  severe  and  this  fact 
is  brought  out  in  the  figures  given  below  whether  the  deaths  from 
enteric  fever  are  taken  separately  or  in  combination  with  those 
assigned  to  continued  fever. 


CASE  I^IORTALITY  KATE  PER  CENT. 


1901-1905  

Enteric  fever 
only. 

15'1  

Enteric  fever  and 
Continued  fever. 
14'6 

1906-1910  

16'5  

15' 9 

1911  

17'3  

T7'7 

1912  

17'6  

17'3 

1913  

18'6  

18'8 

It  will,  however,  l)e  seen  if  inference  is  made  to  the  table  given 
below  that  the  deatli-i'ate  |)ei*  1,000  of  ])Opulation  (the  zymotic  mor- 
tality) from  enteric  fever  and  continued  fever  lias  declined  from  O' 18 
to  0''14  or  20'  |)er  cent,  in  the  10  years  1901-1910'.  The  zymotic 
mortality  since  tlien  lias  gone  down  still  more,  and  had  the  case  mor- 
tality been  as  low  in  1913  as  during  1901-1905,  the  number  of  deaths 
would  have  lieen  45  instead  of  67. 


Total 

Number  of 
Ca.ses  of 
Enteric  fever  & 
Continued  fever 

'J’otal 

Number  of 
Deaths  from 
Enteric  fever  A 
Continued  fever 

Case 

Mortality 

rate 

per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901—05 

5,122 

748 

14-65 

0-18 

1906—10 

3,915 

626 

15-99 

0-14 

1911 

950 

159 

16-72 

0-17 

1912 

365 

63 

17  26 

0-06 

1913 

356 

67 

18-80 

0-07 

CONTINUED  FEVER. 


Six  cases  were  iiotitied  to  ])e  suffeiiiig  from  " contimied  fever, 
and  of  these  tvvo  died.  One  case  occairi’ed  in  the  Auckland  Kinad 
District,  the  remaining  five  in  the  Ryton  Ui’ban  and  the  Easington 
Rural  Districts;  from  these  districts  the  cases  Avere  notified  in  1912. 
From  the  table  given  l)eloA\’  it  Avill  be  seen  that  the  disease  is  becom- 
ing gradually  extinct. 


1 

Total 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Total 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Attack 

rate 

per  1000  of 
population. 

Death  j 

rate  i 

per  1000  of  1 
population. 

1901—05 

536 

27 

0 13 

s 

1 

0-007  i 

1906—10 

170 

1 

0-05 

0-002 

; 1911 

33 

0-03 

nil. 

1912 

8 

0-00 

ml. 

1913 

6 

0 

0-00 

0-002 

j 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  during  the  year 
was  24,  and  a similar  number  of  deaths  from  tliis  cause  Avas  regis- 
tered.  In  1911  there  Avere  more  deaths  than  cases  notified,  and  as 
Avill  be  seen  in  the  table  given  beloAv  practically  only  the  cases  that 
die  are  notified.  The  annual  death-rate,  hoAvever,  AAdiich  gives  some 
Indication  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  shoAvs  that  during  the  ten 
years  1901-1910  the  death-rate  fell  nearly  50  ])er  cent.,  and  that  the 
death-rate  from  puerperal  septic  infections  is  iioav  about  38  ]»er 

cent.  loAver  than  the  mean  of  the  five  A'ears  1900-1910. 

« ' 

All  inidAvives  practising  in  the  Administrative  County  are  under 
the  supervision  of  the  County  ^ledical  Officer  of  Health,  and  cases  of 
puerperal  fever  occurring  in  tlieir  practice  are  S})eciallA^  enquired  into 
by  him  and  njipropriate  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  such  cases. 


Total 

Nuinbei’  of 
C.’ases 
Notified. 

Total 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Annual 
Attack-rate 
per  1,000. 

Annual 
Death  rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901—05 

285 

278 

0-071 

0-07 

1906—10 

1 65 

161 

0-037 

0-04 

1911 

21 

33 

0 022 

0 03 

1912 

28 

22 

0-029 

0-02  ! 

1913 

24 

24 

0-024 

0-02 

1 

ERYSIPELAS. 

During-  the  year  711  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  which  is 
equivalent  to  an  attack  rate  of  0"73  per  1,000  living.  The  disease 
was  more  prevalent  than  in  1911  and  1912  and  the  attack  rate  is  only 
7 per  cent,  less  than  the  mean  of  the  five  years  1906-1910.  In  the 
table  given  below  it  will  also  l)e  seen  that  erysi])elas  was  more 
fatal  and  that  the  combined  effect  of  the  greater  prevalence  and 
fatalitv  was  to  increase  the  zvmotic  inortalitA^  from  0’013  in  1911 

t-  t/ 

and  0-007  in  1912  to  0-021  in  1913. 


1 

Total 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deaths. 

Attack-rate 
per  1.000 
of 

Population. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901  — 05 

4,398 

161 

109 

3-6 

0-04 

1906  -10 

3,449 

108 

0-78 

3-1 

0-02 

1911 

638 

13 

0-68 

20 

0 01 

1912 

596 

/ 

0-62 

1-2 

0-00 

1913 

711 

21 

0-73 

2-9 

0-02 

MEASLES. 

Although  measles,  whooping  cough,  and  diarrhma  are  included 
amongst  the  seven  j)rincipal  epidemic  diseases  they  ai'e  not  required 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  xA^ct  to  ])e 
notified,  ronseciuentlv  the  case  mortalitv  cannot  be  accuratelv 
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estimated,  but 
disease  can  be 


some  txeiieral  iridicatKm  of  tlie  prevalence  ol  ibe 
<jau<2’ed  l)y  tlie  number  of  deaths  assi^’iied  to  this 

^ O t 


cause. 


In  1913  there  were  398  deaths,  which  corresponds  to  a death- 
rate  of  0'‘41  pel-  1,000  of  the  jiopulation,  and  on  referring  to  the 
table  ffiven  below  it  will  be  seen  that  the  death-rate  from  this  cause 

o 

is  lower  than  in  1911  and  1912,  but  is  24  per  cent,  above  the  aver- 
age of  the  five  years  1900-1910, 


Mean  Annual 
Number  of 

Deaths. 

Mean  Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000. 

1901— -05  

354 

0-44 

1906  — 10  

291 

0-33 

1911  

417 

0-45 

1912  

496 

0-52 

1913  

398 

0-41 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  following  table  gives  in  quinquennial  ]ieriods  the  death-rate 
fiom  whooping  cough  during  1901-1910  and  in  each  subsequent  year. 
The  table  shows  that  dining  1913  thei'e  were  177  deaths,  which  is 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  0 18  ])er  1,000,  and  that  the  rate  is  lower 
than  the  two  jireceding  years  and  0'14  per  1,000  or  4.’)  jier  cent, 
lielow  the  average  of  the  tive  years  1900-1910. 


Mean  Annual 

Number  of 

Deaths. 

Mean  Annual 
Death-rate  per 

1,000  Population. 

1901—05  

294 

0-36 

1906—10  

280 

0-32 

1911  

363 

0-39 

1912  

259 

0*27 

1913  

177 

0-18 
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DIARRHOEA. 

Diarrlidea  now  includes  all  deaths  under  two  years  of  age  assigned 
to  dyspepsia,  gastro-enteritis  (infective  or  otherwise),  colic,  and 
ulceration  of  the  intestine,  whereas  prior  to  1911  deaths  at  all  ages 
returned  as  diarrhoea  were  included  and  only  deaths  from  enteritis 
under  one  year  of  age  unless  certified  as  infective. 

(foming  within  the  new  classification  there  were  in  1913,  Sdd 
deatlis,  and  of  these  624-  were  under  one  year  of  age.  The  834  deaths 
are  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  0'86  per  1,000  living.  The  rate  is 
O' 31  per  1,000  or  56  per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  country  taken  as  a 
whole.  The  death-rate  from  diarrhoea  in  this  County  is  undoubtedly 
far  in  excess  of  that  of  England  and  Wales,  but  the  wide  difference 
which  fhe  foregoing  figures  suggest  is  to  some  extent  more  apparent 
than  real,  and  is  ])artly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  diffemnce  in  the 
age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  respective  populations.  The  figures, 
in  other  words,  ai'e  crude  rates  which  are  not  strictly  comparable, 
and  this  is  clearly  brought  out  in  the  table  given  below,  in  which  the 
]'esults  are  also  expressed  as  the  ratio  of  deaths  from,  diai'rhrea  to 
l)irths  during  the  year.  There  it  will  l)e  seen  that  the  laite  per  1,000 
l)irths  approximates  more  closely  to  that  of  England  and  Wales,  the 
respective  ratio  being  28‘0'4  and  23’ 41  and  the  difference  4' 6 or  19 
per  cent. 


DURHAM. 

1913. 

Total 

Urban 

Districts, 

Total 

Rural 

Districts. 

Adminis- 

trative 

County. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Rate  per  1000 
living 

0-85 

0-87 

0-86 

0-55 

Rate  per  1000 
births 

27-59 

28-45 

28-04 

23-41 

Tlio  table  given  below  shows  the  eluinge  in  tlie  death-i'ate  fi'om 

diarrhoea  in  this  Countv  since  1901.  The  rate  in  1913  it  will  be 

«/ 

observed  is  higher  than  the  iinprecedentedly  Ioav  rate  of  1912,  but 
is  below  the  average  of  the  five  years  1906-1910  and  also  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  when,  owing  to  the  abnoi-nially  w^arm  w’eather  and  pro- 
longed drought  during  the  summer  months,  diarrhcea  was  unusually 
prevalent. 


Annual  Number 
of  Deaths. 

Annual  Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901 

1,142 

1-48 

1902 

255 

0-32 

1903 

580 

0-72 

1904 

767 

0-93 

1905 

734 

0-88 

Mean  1 901-05 

696 

0 87 

1906 

1,164 

1*37 

1907 

497 

0-57 

1908 

1,217 

1*38 

1909 

506 

0-56 

1910 

702 

0-76 

Mean  1906-10 

817 

0-93 

1911 

1,547 

1-65 

1912 

257 

0-27 

1913 

834 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

For  the  examination  of  specimens,  morbid  secretions,  and  other 
material  fi'om  cases  suffering  or  suspected  to  l)e  suffering  from 
diplitlieria,  enteric  fevei',  or  tulierculosis,  the  ('ountv  ('ouncil  have 
entered  into  an  agreement  witli  tlie  IHirhani  Fniversitv  (\)lle<i’e  of 
Medicine,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  wherebv  medical  nuni 
pi'actising  in  the  f'ounty  may  send  s])eciniens  direct  to  tlie  liacteriolo- 
gist  for  examination  and  repoi't.  No  fm*  is  charged  wliere  the 


piltieiits  are  unable  to  afford  the  exjiense.  Siiiiilarly  arrangeiuciits 
have  also  been  made  for  tlie  examination  of  sus|)ected  cases  of 
anthrax,  gdanders  and  aidcylostoma. 


The  nnmbei's  of  specimens  of  the  first  three 
examined  in  1913  and  in  the  three  ])receding  years 
with. 


named  diseases 
are  given  here- 


The  following  table  gives  for  each  year  the  number  of  specimens 
examined  since  1910  and  the  results  of  those  submitted  in  1913  : — 


Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever 

Tuberculosis  (Phthisis,  etc.) 

Number  of  Specimens 
submitted. 

Results  in  1913. 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Posi- 

tive. 

Nega- 

tive. 

Incon- 

clusive. 

1375 

168 

475 

1070 

351 

541 

1046 

909 

977 

^87« 

236 

1062 

307 

117 

258 

535 

119 

804 

25 

2018 

1962 

2245 

2174 

682 

1458 

25 

Positive  Cases  (proportion 
per  cent.)  

32-6 

39-6 

334 

31-4 

... 

... 

* 9 speciaiens  were  contaminated. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 


During  the  year  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government 
board  to  issue  a Provisional  Order  forming  the  urban  district  of 
Chester-le-Street  and  the  rural  district  of  Chester-le-Street  into  a 
united  hospital  district  for  the  purpose  of  the  provision,  maintenance 
and  management  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  tw'o  districts, 
of  hos})ital  accommodation  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  The  Order  has  since  been  issued. 


On  iMay  27th  tlie  Local  Government  Board  held  an  enquiry  with 
respect  to  the  application  of  the  Easington  Bural  District  Council 
for  sanction  to  bonwv  £13,000  for  the  erection  of  an  infectious 
diseases  hos|)ital  at  Thor])e,  near  Easington.  The  hospital  is  now 
in  course  of  erection. 


The  Auckland,  Shildon,  and  Willington  Joint  Hospital  Board 
also  applied  to  tlie  Local  Government  Boaixl  for  sanction  to  borrow 
£5,000  in  res})ect  of  the  erection  of  pavilions  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis  at  their  infectious  disease  hospitals  at  Tindale  Crescent 


and  at  llelmington  Row,  and  the  extension  of  the  administrative 
blocks.  The  tuberculosis  pavilions  which  are  being  provided  in 
connection  Avith  the  county  scheme  at  the  expense  of  the  County 
Council  are  noAv  ra|iidly  approaching  completion,  as  are  also  the 
new  Avards  of  tlie  latter  hospital,  Avhich  are  being  pi'OAuded  for  the 
ireatment  of  other  infectious  diseases.  In  the  Borough  of  Stock- 
ton  the  Medical  Officer  of  liealth  reports  that  several  cases  had 
bo  be  refused  admission  owing  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  hospital 
accommodation,  and  in  a special  j-eport  Avhich  he  submitted  to  the 
District  Council  advises  the  Council  to  take  steps  to  make  additional 
provision  at  an  early  date. 

In  the  Borough  of  JarroAV  273  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  4:3  cases  of 
diphtheria,  and  9 cases  of  typhoid  fever  Avere  notihed  duiing  the 
year.  The  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  developed  so  rapidly  that  the 
hospital  accommodation  proved  quite  inadequate.  The  District 
Council,  liOAveAnr,  Avere  fortunate  in  being  able  to  secure  JarroAv  Hall, 
Avhich  Avas  placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  OAvner,  aiid  here  27  beds 
Avere  ])rovided  for  convalescent  cases  of  scarlet  feA'er.  In  the  City 
of  Durham,  oAving  to  the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever,  the  hospital 
aocommodation  Avas  also  inadequate,  but  arrangements  Avere  made 
Avith  the  riu'al  district  council  for  admission  of  })atients  to  their  hos- 
})ital.  In  the  Bi'andon  Urban  District,  in  consequence  of  a serious 
outbreak  of  scarlet  fever,  it  Avas  found  necessary  to  proAude  additional 
accommodation,  and  for  the  purpose  a temporary  building  contain- 
ing 12  beds  Avas  erected  on  the  site  adjoining  the  present 
hospital,  but  out  of  44:8  cases  of  scarlet  feAni'  notified,  only  171  or 
38  per  cent.  Avei’e  removed  to  hos]»ital,  and  aj)parently  all  the  63 
cases  of  di})htheria  notihed  duiing  the  year  Avere  treated  at  home. 
A site  for  a jiermanent  liospital  at  Langley  Moor  has  been  acquired 
and,  I undei'stand  ])lans  are  being  prepared  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  hospital.  At  Barnard  ('astle  an  additional  Avard  jiaAulion  has 
been  added  to  the  hospital  foi'  infectious  diseases  Avhich,  as  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Healtli  points  out,  will  tuiabh'  two  separate  diseases 
to  be  treated  there  at  the  same  time.  In  the  Crook  Urban  District 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  laqiorts  tliat  during  tlie  hrst  (juarter 
many  cases  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  hos})ital  at  llelmington  Row 
owing  to  the  want  of  I'oum.  A new  Avard,  as  stated  aboA'e,  is  being 
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added  to  this  lios])ital  and  will,  it  is  ox})octed,  bo  shortly  ready  for 
use. 

Speeial  attention  should  he  drawn  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  of 
the  llehburn  Urban  Distriet  Couneil.  Refei  ring  to  the  old  wooden 
building  now  being  used  foi'  the  aeeoininodation  of  eases  of  diph- 
theria, the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  the  structure  is 
old  and  dilapidated  and,  besides  the  difficulty  of  inaintaining  it  at  an 
equable  temperature,  there  is  the  dangei-  of  tire.  During  the  year 
207  patients  were  admitted  to  the  hospital,  and  of  these  IdG  wei'e 
cases  of  scarlet  fever.  “ This  is  by  far  the  largest  number  of 
“patients  the  hospital  has  ever  had,^’  writes  Dr.  Norman,  and  I 
have  reason  to  knoAv  that  the  scarlet  fever  })avilion  was  at  times 
greatly  overcro waled  necessitating  more  than  one  })atient  occu|)ying 
the  same  bed.  In  the  lletton-le-Hole  Urban  District  the  hospital 
wars  unable  to  admit  all  the  cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring 
isolation,  and  although  the  hospital  of  the  Houghton  llural  District 
was  available  the  patients  w'ere  unwdlling  to  go  there  on  account  of 
the  distance.  In  the  Houghton  Urban  District  3-1  cases  were  ad- 
mitted to  hos])ital  and  of  these  27  w'ere  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  5 of 
diphthei'ia,  and  2 enteric  fever.  The  total  number  of  cases  of 
scarlet  fever  notified  was  90,  so  that  only  30'  }jer  cent,  of  these  cases 
were  removed  to  the  hos])ital.  The  isolation  hospital  consists  of  four 
w'a.rds  in  addition  to  the  administrative  ])lock  wdth  accommodation 
for  11  beds.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  the  |)rovision 
of  two  nurses^  “ sitting  bedi'ooms’’  are  greatly  needed,  wdiicli,  wdien 
j)rovided,  w'ould  cut  off  all  conimunication  Ijetw'een  the  Avards  Avhen 
more  than  one  disease  is  under  treatment  at  the  same  time.  It  is 
also  stated  that  a Keck  Steam  Disinfector  is  about  to  be  provided. 
In  the  Durham  Rural  District  the  new  block  has  been  of  great 
service,  w'rites  the  Medical  Officer,  and  has  enabled  a sharj)  ep)idemic 
of  scarlet  fevei’  to  l)e  dealt  wdth,  which  Avould  Ivdxe  been  impossil)le 
wdthout  it.  During  the  height  of  the  summer,  the  iSledical  Officer 
of  Health  of  Sedgetield  Rural  District  reports  that  the  scarlet  fever 
wuirds  Avere  croAvded  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and  for  a time 
it  Avas  necessary  to  refuse  further  admissions  ; also  that  tiie  additional 
accommodation  in  the  niu'ses’  liome  and  the  extra  ol)sei‘vation  Avards 
are  Avell  on  the  Avay  to  com])letion.  The  Stockton  Rural  District 
liave  an  arraug’enient  Avith  the  Rorough  of  Stockton  for  the  admission 


35 


of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  their  hospital,  but  duriug  the  autumn 
and  winter  months  scarlet  fever  became  epidemic  in  Norton,  Bil- 
lingham  and  Cowpen ; Stockton  also  suffered,  with  the  result  that 
only  a few  cases  could  be  admitted  from  the  rural  district.  The 
extensions  to  the  hospital  of  the  Sunderland  Rural  District  were 
completed  during  the  year  (1913)  and  the  accv^mmodation  is  now  as 
In  addition  there  are  alsO'  2 beds  for  observation  purposes. 
On  the  extended  grounds  of  this  hospital  the  District  Coun- 
cil has  erected  at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council  a separate 
pavilion  containing  12  beds  for  the  reception  of  tuberculosis  cases. 
The  administrative  block  of  the  hosj)ital  has  also  been  extended. 
To  the  hospital  of  the  Ilaitlepool  Port  Sanitary  Authority  229  cases 
were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  of  these  219  were  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  6 of  diphtheria,  and  T of  enteric  fever.  The  hospital  comprises 
two  wooden  pavilions  atfording  accommodation  for  14  to  16  j)atients 
in  each,  and  adjoining  these  buildings  is  a similar  wooden  structure 
which  is  kept  for  smallpox  cases.  The  infectious  diseases  hospital 
at  the  present  time  is  being  used  not  only  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authoi'itv,  but  is  the  onlv  accommodation  available  for  the  Countv 
and  Municipal  Boroughs  of  Tlartlepool  and  also'  the  adjoining  rural 
district.  But  besides  being  totally  inadequate  for  the  ])urpose,  1 
desire  to  again  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  sending  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  tO'  a hospital  so-  closely  related  to  the  smallpox 
hospital  IS  attended  with  veiy  considei'uble  risks,  and  not  only  is  the 
present  arrangement  a constant  and  serious  source  of  danger  to  these 
boroughs  but  is  an  absolute  menace  tO'  the  safetv  of  the  whole  com- 
munity.  Attention  has  again  to  be  drawn  to  the  necessity  of 
enlarging  the  hos])ital  of  the  Southwick  and  South  Shields  Joint 
llospital  Board.  At  the  ])resent  time  there  is  no-  provision  for  diph- 
theria cases.  The  district  Medical  Officer  of  Health  points  out  that 
although  the  district  has  increased  the  number  of  beds  in  the  hos- 
pital is  now  the  same  as  when  built  12  years  ago,  and  during  the  past 
two  yeai’s  it  was  found  impossible  to  admit  cases  which  shoidd  have 
l)een  J'eiiiow'd  to'  hos]»ital.  Additional  accommodation  for  scarlet 
■ fever  is  also  urgently  needed. 
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Sta^p.ment  giving  a noniplete  list  of  all  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals  in 
the  Administrative  (Joiuity  indicating  separately  tliose  allocated 
to  ordinary  infections  diseases  a, ml  those  used  for  smallpox  })ur},)oses. 


District.  * 


Ordinary  J nfectious 
Diseases. 


Sinai  h>ox. 


Darlington  U.D 

Durham  U.D 

Brandon  U.D 

Durham  R.D 

Hartlepool  U.D 1 

Hartlepool  R.D j 

JarroAv  U.D 

Felling  U.D 

H ebb urn  U.D 

Sn nderland  R.D 

Stockton  U.D 

Anntieid  Plain  U.D ^ 

Benfieldside  U.D j 

Consett  U.D ! 

Leadgate  U.D [' 

Stan lev  U.D.  

Tanfield  U.D 

Lanchester  R.D j 

Barnard  Castle  U.D 

Barnard  Castle  R.D 

Bishop  Auckland  U.D 

Crook  U.D 'I 

Shildon  U.D I 

low  Law  U.D )- 

I\  illington  U.D j 

Auckland  R.D.  .........  j 

Spennymoor  U.D 

Blaydon  U.D ] 

Whickham  U.D I 

Ryton  U.D j 

Chest er-le-Street  U.D.  \ 

Chester-le-Street  R.D.  j 

Hetton  U.D 

Houghton-le-Spring  U.D. 

Houghton  R.D 

Seaham  Harbour  U.D.  .. 

Southwick  U.D \ 

South  Shields  R.D j 

Stanhope  U.D 1 

Weardale  R.D j 

Darlington  R.D 

Stockton  R.D 

Kasington  R.  I) 

Sedgefield  R.D 


Yes,  brick  

Yes,  iron  and  wood 

Yes,  iron  and  Avood 

Yes,  brick  and  Avood.... 

, No*.  Use  Hoispital  of 
Hartlepool  Porr 
Sanitary  Authority. 

. Yes,  brick  

! Yes,  stone  

i Yes,  lu’ick  and  AA'ood... 
Yes,  brick 

i Yes,  brick 


Yes,  iron  and  AAOod. 

A _ 

I.  Joint  1a^  AA'ith  Brandon 
J U.D.  & Durham  R.D. 

Use  Hospital  of  Hartle- 
])ool  Port  Sanitary 
Anthority. 

Jointly  (North-Fast  Dur- 
ham Joint  Smallpox 
- Hospital  Board).  (See 
also  Southwick  U.D. 
J & South  ShieMs  R.D.) 

Yes,  brick  and  AA  ood. 


Jointly  (lianc'h ester  Joint 
brick  hospitals,  1 AA'ood 

I 


Hospital  Board) 
(smallpox  hospital). 


3 


Yes,  AA'ood 
Yes,  stone 


1 Jointlv  AA'ith 
J Castle  R.D. 


Barnard 


Yes,  brick  and  AA’ood....il 

■ 1 


Jes,  2 (Auckland  Jointj  >JeintlA'  (Auckland  Joint 
Hospital  Board).  ^ Ho-iital  Board). 

Yes,  brick  \j 

Yes,  iron  and  AA'ood 


; Yes,  brick  

I Joint  Hospital  Board 
' Yes,  iron  and  AA’ood 

Yes,  stone  

Yes,  iron  and  AA’ood.... 
Yes,  brick 


Yes,  iron  and  Avood. 
(Blaydon,  Rytoii  and 
Whickham  Joint  Hos- 
pital Committee.) 

1 Yes,  iron  and  AAmod. 

/ Joint  Hospital  Board. 

1 Yes,  brick. 


. Houghton  and  Hetton 
j Joint  Hospital  Board. 
Yes,  AA  Ood. 

Vp^  brir-P  ^ I (Nortli-East  Durham 

.Iciiit  Hospitai'  Bot  df  r J;™*  Smalpox 

j I pitcil  iDOcird). 

Yes  j\Yes. 

Joint  Hospital  Board. . I j Joint  Hospital  Board. 
Cases  isolated  in  Darlington  Borough  Hospital 
by  agreement. 

Cases  isolated  in  Stockton  Borough  Hospital  by 
agreement. 


*Ye,s,  brick  and  stone  ... 
Yes,  brick  


\ ^Y'S,  brick. 
j Joint  Hospital  Board. 


*In  course  of  erection. 
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PHTHISIS  AND  OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


During'  the  veur  the  Jiiiinber  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was 
Id, 813,  and  of  these  1,388  were  due  to  tu])erculosis — pulmonary  and 
other  forms — vdiieh  in  pro]mrtion  to  the  total  ]jO])ulation  is  equal  to 
a rate  of  l'i'2  pel-  1,000.  The  eorresponding  figure  in  1912  was  1'23. 


Of  the  1,388  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tubereulosis  870  were 
due  to  phthisis  (defined  or  otlierwise,  and  including  miliary  tuber- 
culosis), which  is  equivalent  to  a crude  death-rate  of  0'89  per  1,000 
and  a standardized  rate  of  0’93.  The  standard  rate  being  higher 
than  the  crude  rate  shows  that  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
County  is  favourable  to  a low  death-rate  from  phthisis.  This  and 
other  factors  determining  the  death-rate  from  phthisis  are  discussed 
in  my  last  annual  rej)ort.  The  standardized  rate  in  this  County  in 
1912  was  0’95,  and  in  England  and  Wales  0’98.  The  1913  figures 
for  the  country  as  a whole  are  not  available.  The  total  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  in  1913  represent  9’ 4 per  cent,  of  the  mortality  from 
all  causes  and  fro'm  plithisis  alone  5'9  per  cent.  In  the  following 
table  the  death-rate  from  phthisis  since  1901,  is  shown,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  although  the  rate  in  1913  is  not  a record  one  it 
is  one  of  the  lowest.  The  table  also  shows  verv  clearlv  that  the 

t' 

death-]‘ate  from  this  type  of  the  disease  is  steadily  declining. 


Number  of 
Deaths. 

Death-rate  per  ■ 

i,ooa  1 

1901 

868 

M2 

1902 

833 

1-06  i 

1903 

868 

]'07 

1904 

861 

1-05 

1905 

814 

0-97 

Mean  1901-05 

849 

1-05 

1906 

904 

1-06 

1907 

817 

0-94 

1908 

808 

0-92 

1909 

780 

0-86 

1910 

767 

0-83 

Mean  1906-10 

815 

0-92 

1911 

838 

0-89 

1912 

868 

0-91  : 

1913 

870 

0-89 

lu  the  following’  statement  the  death-rate  from  ]»hthisi.s  in  the 
boroiiglis  and  in  the  urban  and  rural  distriets  in  the  County  are 
cninpai-ed.  Fi-o-m  these  hgnres  it  would  aj'pear  that  the  reduction 
in  the  urban  and  rural  group  of  distiiets  during  the  past  two  or 
three  years  has  been  more  than  neutralized  by  the  increase  in  the 
boroughs. 


Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912 

1913. 

Horoughs  

1-10 

M7 

1 22 

F28 

Other  Urban  Districts... 

0-81 

0-91 

0-95 

0 89 

Rural  Districts... 

0*70 

0-74 

0-74 

0-73 

Administrative  County... 

0■^3 

0-89 

0-91 

0-89 

England  and  Wales... 

DOS 

1-06 

1 02 

THE  COUNTY  TUBERCULOSIS  SCHEME. 


As  stated  in  my  last  annual  report,  the  county  scheme  for 
dealing  with  tubei'culosis  is  ayailable  for  both  insured  and  imiusured 
}fersons,  and  proyides  for 


(1)  The  ei'ection  of  a county  sanatorium  for  early  cases. 

('2)  Hospital  beds  in  yarious  ])arts  of  the  county  for  educa- 
tional ])urposes,  and  for  the  treatment  and  isolation  of 
other  cases. 


(3)  The  establishment  of  tuberculosis  dispensaries. 

(4)  The  proyision  of  open-air  shelters  and  the  sup>ply  of 
sj)itting  Tasks  for  the  use  of  patients. 

(5)  The  a|.)j)ointment  of  tuberculosis  medical  officers. 

(G)  The  appointment  of  health  yisitors  to  attend  the  dis- 
pensaries and  to  yisit  the  homes  of  j)ersons  suffering 
fi'om  tuberculosis. 


(7)  Facilities  for 


l)acteriological 


examinations. 
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(8)  The  giving  of  lectures  on  tuherciilosis,  tlie  publication  of 
literature  relating  to  tlie  causation  and  pi'evention  of 
disease,  the  promotion  of  tuberculosis  exhibitions,  etc., 
and 

(D)  Co-operation  with  the  Imcal  Sanitary  Authorities  and 
the  County  Insurance  Committee. 


1.  The  County  Sanatori  um . — Having  visited  and  reported  on 
vai'ious  sites  for  the  erection  of  a county  sanatorium,  it  was  ulti- 
mately decided  to  iJiu'chase  the  llolvwood  Hall  estate  at  Wolsing- 
ham,  in  the  Countv  of  Durham.  Holvwood  Hall  is  admirably 
situated  at  a height  of  about  550  feet  above  sea  level  and  is 
about  one  mile  from  Wolsingham  railway  station.  Is  is  very 
substantially  ljuilt  of  stone,  as  are  also  the  other  buildings  on  the 
estate,  and  the  main  i‘ooms  face  south-west  and  south-east.  To 
the  north  and  east  it  is  extremely  well  protected  by  high  and  rising 
ground  and  woods.  The  Iiouse  and  garden  grounds  occupy  an  area 
of  about  acres,  and  command  an  excellent  and  extensive  view 
over  the  Weardale  vallev.  The  total  area  of  the  estate,  which 
includes  a lodge,  stabling  and  cottage,  and  farm  buildings,  is  4:12 
acres.  The  character  of  the  estate  is  very  suitable  for  the  purpose 
of  a sanatorium  for,  apart  fi'om  the  house  and  grounds,  there  ar(i 
about  75  acres  of  good  agricultural  land,  4-9  acres  of  woodland  and 
about  278  acres  of  lieather  and  rough  gi'azing  moorland  : the  estate 


rises  to  more  tliaii  one  thousand  feet  above  sea  level  at  its  liighest 
])oiiit.  The  Hall  is  of  two  storeys  and,  apart  from  the  kitchens  and 
sculleries,  contains  24:  rooms  as  wvTl  as  bathrooms,  butler’s  pantry, 
etc.  The  lodge  at  the  entrance  to  tlie  grounds,  and  the  gardener’s 
cottage,  eacli  contains  5 rooms.  The  stabling  and  coach-house  are 
extensive  and  are  well  built  of  stone.  There  is  a good  water  sup])ly 
from  the  Weardale  and  C'onsett  Water  Company  as  well  as  a private 
sup];)ly  from  the  high  ground  behind  the  house.  The  drainage  is 
also  satisfactoiy  but  the  present  means  of  sewage  disjmsal,  being 
only  sufficient  for  the  reciuirements  of  a private  residence,  other 
arrangements  wmuld  have  to  be  made.  This,  T may  state  here,  has 
been  done  and  the  sewage  of  the  sanatorium,  by  agreement  with 
the  Weardale  Dural  District  rouncil,  will  be  dealt  with  at  theii' 
sewage  disfiosal  works  at  Wolsingham.  The  farm  has  cowsheds 
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with  accommodation  for  do  to  K)  cow!n,  and  as  tlic  faiin  can  su})ply 
milk  and  dairy  produce  to  the  sanatorium  it  adds  very  materially  to 
the  value  of  the  estate  for  sanatorium  purposes. 

The  Local  Government  Board  having  approved  of  the  Ilolywood 
Hall  estate  for  the  purpose  of  a sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis,  it  was  purchased  for  a sum  of  <£8,000',  towards  which 
the  Treasury  made  a capital  grant  of  £4,80'0'.  It  is  proposed  to 
erect  on  the  estate  a sanatorium  containing  24:0  beds;  the  Hall  will 
tlien  be  used  for  administrative  pur|)oses.  The  jdans  of  the  new 
buildings  have  been  approved  l)y  the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
specifications  are  being  prepai’ed  by  the  arcliitect  with  a view  to 
advertising  for  tenders  for  the  canying  out  of  the  necessary  work. 
In  the  meantime,  certain  alterations  have  been  made  to  the  Hall 
and  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  20  ])atients  and  the  neces- 
sary medical,  niu'sing  and  domestic  staff.  In  September,  1913, 
Dr.  Noble  was  appointed  medical  su]»erintendent.  * The  matron, 
Miss  McIntyre,  came  into  residence  on  November  1st,  and  the  first 
})atieiits  were  admitted  on  the  19th  March,  1914. 

In  addition  to  these  26  beds,  temporary  arrangements  have  been 
made  witli  the  County  of  Duiliam  Society  for  the  Prevention  and 
Cnre  of  ('onsumption  foi-  the  use  of  15  beds  at  the  Stanhope  and 
Wolsingham  sanatoria,  with  Felix  House  sanatorium,  Hinsdale,  for 
25  to  30  l)eds,  and  with  the  Philipison  Children's  Sanatorium  at 
Stannington,  Northumberland,  for  20  beds. 


2.  T.ocaJ  Hospital  Accom  modafiou . — As  stated  above,  provision 
has  l)een  made  in  the  County  tul)erculosis  scheme  for  hos]»ital  ])eds, 
and  accommodation  has  been  accpiired  at  the  following  hos])itals 
which  had  hitheito  been  set  apart  foi*  the  isolation  of  smallpox 
cases,  viz.,  the  h()S]»ital  of  the  Hel)burn  Urban  District  Cknincil  (16 
beds),  of  the  Blaydon,  Pyton  and  Mdiickliam  Joint  Hos]>ital  Boai'd 
at  Seall)urn  (12  l)eds),  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Joint  Hospital  Board 
at  Black  Fell  (30  beds),  and  of  the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board 
(30  beds).  Arrangements  have  also  ]>een  made  with  the  Sunderland 
Rural  District  Council  for  the  erection  of  a ])avilion  to  contain  12 
beds  on  a site  adjoining  their  hospital  for  infectious  diseases,  and 
in  October  1st  the  ])avilion  was  opened  for  the  admission  of  patients. 
The  (jnestion  of  making  a Lirther  addition  is  under  consideration, 


A]]  ag:rt'Hiiieiit  lias  also  ’oeeii  enteric]  into  with  tlic'  Aiicklaial. 
Sluldoii  and  AVillingtoii  Hospital  Boai'd  for  tlie  extension  of  their 
hospitals  at  llelmington  Kow,  near  Ci'ook,  and  at  Tindale  (h'eseent, 
West  Auckland.  At  these  places  it  is  jiroiiosed  to  enlarge  the  ad- 
ministrative blocks  and  to  erect  ward  pavilions  wdth  accommodation 
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foi-  1 2 l)eds  at  each  hos])ital. 

d.  /h’.svan/.srnic.s. — At  Sunderland,  Janxnv,  Swalwell  in  the 
Whickham  UiAan  District,  Stanley,  ]hsho}i  Auckland,  Donsett, 
Hartlepool,  and  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  ])renuses  ha\'e  been  rented  and 
tul)erculosis  dis])ensaiies  estal)lis]ied.  With  the  (toveiaioi's  of  the 
DaiTington  Iiihrmaiw,  tlie  Sliei’burn  House  Hospital,  near  Durham, 
and  tlie  Cottage  Hospital  at  Hoi'den,  ari’angements  have  been  made 
for  the  use  on  certain  tei-ms  of  rooms  at  the  hospitals,  and  here  dis- 
pensaries have  been  opened.  At  Stanley,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
renting  a suitalde  place,  a house  has  Ijeen  purchased,  and  wdien  the 
necessary  alterations  ai'e  carried  out,  tlie  ])remises  now  in  use  will 
lie  vacated.  At  (Tiestei--le-Sti-eet,  for  similar  reasons,  a site  has 
lieen  puinhased  and  a dispensary  will  be  erected  as  soon  as  satis- 
factorv  tenders  can  be  olitained.  At  Fellinjj:,  after  some  consider- 
able  difficulty,  suitalile  premises  have  been  acquired.  At  the 
present  time  11  dispensaiies  are  in  use,  and  the  one  at  the  Felling, 
which.  Avill  make  the  twelfth,  Avill,  it  is  hoped,  be  established  liefore 
the  end  of  the  year  (1914). 

4.  Open-air  Shelters. — In  suitable  cases  open-air  shelters  are 
provided  for  the  treatment  of  patients  at  their  homes.  Up  to  the 
pi-esent  30  have  been  acquired  bnt,  oAving  to  the  inconvenience  and 
expense  in  connection  with  their  transference  from  one  ]iart  of  the 
CVninty  to  another,  it  lias  been  decided  to  purchase  30  more,  and  to 
distribute  them  among  the  District  Insurance  C'onimittees'  ilistricts 
throughout  the  (foiinty,  and  to  confine  their  use  as  far  as  possilile 
to  the  cases  arising  in  their  respective  districts. 

5.  Medical  Officers. — The  present  tubei-culosis  medical  staff  con- 
sists of  a chief  tiibercnlosis  officer  and  three  assistants  and,  as  the 
Avork  is  rapidly  increasing  and  ncAv  disjiensaries  are  being  ojiened, 
it  has  been  decided  to  a]»])oint  another  assistant  tuberculosis  officer, 


C).  HealiJi  ri.nton^, — In  luldiiioii  to  a supeiintoiideiit  liealtli 
visitoi’,  25  Ivealth  visitors  iiave  1)eeTi  a|>}»oiiite(l.  Tlie  healtli  visitors 
attend  the  dispensaries  in  their  lespective  districts  and  visit  the 
homes  of  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  To  save  overlapping 
they  are  also  entrusted  with  duties  under  the  Notiff cation  of  Births 
Act  and  the  “ folio  wing- up ’’  of  defective  school  children.  Tlie 
appointment  of  another  15  health  visitors  is  I'equired  to  complete 
the  county  scheme.  The  scheme  Avas  not  in  full  operation  during 
the  whole  of  1913,  Init  the  ffgui'es  for  the  quaiter  ended  31st  iMarch, 
lOllr,  show  that  21,033  visits  rvere  made  1)y  them,  and  of  these 
3,586  Avere  in  connection  Avith  tul)erculosis  cases,  and  81:  Avere 
attendances  at  tlie  dispensaries.  The  Avork  of  the  dis|)ensaries  foimis 
a very  important  ])art  of  the  sclieme.  It  is  there  that  the  patients 
are  examined,  the  diagnosis  made,  and  the  treatment  prescribed, 
l^hom  there  patients  ai-e  advised  admission  to  either  the  sanatoilum 
or  to  one  of  the  local  tuberculosis  hosjjitals,  according  to  the  stage 
or  character  of  the  disease,  Avhile  others  are  instructed  to  attend  the 
dispensary  at  regular  intervals  for  treatment.  The  names  and 
addresses  of  the  patients  are  obtained,  and  the  health  visitors  visit 
their  homes  and  advise  them  as  to  the  precautionarv  measures  Avhich 
should  1)e  taken,  the  necessity  of  living  under  hygienic  conditions, 
and  eiicoui'age  them  to  j^ei'sist  in  the  cai'iwing  out  of  tlie  o])en-air 
treatment.  Tlie  health  Ausitoi’  also  makes  a note  of  any  sanitary 
defect,  and  rejiorts  in  diqdicate  are  sent  to  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  County  Health  Department.  xTs  it  is 
essential  to  the  success  of  the  scheme  that  cases  should  be  detected 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  careful  enquiries  are  made  as  to 
the  health  of  otlier  members  of  the  household,  and  anv  found  to  be 
ailing  ai'e  advised  to  obtain  medical  advice,  or  to  attend  the  dis- 
jiensai’y  Avithout  delay.  As  fai'  as  it  is  ])racticable,  the  tuberculosis 
medical  officers  also  visit  the  homes  of  jiatients  and  make  a thorough 
examination  of  the  inmates.  Eveiw  effoi't  is  beiim’  made  to  ensiu'e 

^ O 

uniformity  and  co-operation  in  this  work  of  preAmntion  and  treat- 


ment of  tuberculosis,  and  Avith  this  object  in  view  the  County  Council 
in  accoidance  with  the  memorandum  of  the  Docal  CoA"o,iTiment 
Board,  dated  6th  December,  1912,  agreed  to  allow  the  assistant 
tubei’culosis  officei's  to  assist  the  distinct  medical  officers  of  health 
in  the  carrying  out  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them  undei'  the 
public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  Several  of  the 
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District  Councils  liave  formally  aj)])ointcMl  ilie  assistant  tnCei'cnlosis 
officei-s  as  ofHcers  of  the  Itistiict  ('ouncil,  while  othei's  have  si^’nitied 
their  approval  of  the  ari'angements.  Similarly,  the  County  (fouiicil 
have  intimated  tlieir  willino’uess  to  allow  the  health  visitors  to  act 
under  the  direction  of  the  district  medical  officei’s  of  health  with 
respect  to  the  supervision  of  infants  under  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  and  the  home  visiting  of  tubei'culosis  cases. 

7.  Bacfcrioligical  Bra  mi  ndfions. — As  stated  elsewhere  in  this 
re})ort,  arrangements  liave  as  hitliei'to  been  made  with  the  Bniver- 
sitv  of  Durham  Colleo'e  of  Medicine  for  the  bacteriological  examina- 
tion  of  specimens  aiid  no  fee  is  cliarged  to  pi'actitioners  in  cases 
where  the  patients  ai'e  unable  to  aft'ord  the  expense.  During  the 
vear  ended  December  31st  the  number  of  specimens  from  tul)ercu- 
losis  cases  examined  was  l.()fi2,  as  against  !)77  in  1912,  and  o41  in 
the  preceding  year. 

8.  Lectures,  etc. — Dui'ing  the  wintei-  months  a numbe]-  of  lectures 
were  given  throughout  the  C'ounty.  These  were  illustrated  by 
lantern  slides,  and  were  very  well  attended.  It  is  pro|)Osed  to  con- 
tinue them  during  the  coming  winter. 

9.  County  Insurance  Committee. — There  is  close  co-o]»eration 
])etween  the  Coimtv  Chuncil  and  the  (fountv  Insurance  Committee, 
and  three  members  of  the  latter  have  l)een  co-opted  on  the  County 
Sanatorium  Sub-Committee  which  deals  with  tuberculosis  matters. 
It  is  also  hoped  that  the  services  of  the  District  Insurance  Com- 
mittees mav  be  utilized  in  connection  with  the  county  sclieme  and 

i'  f 

county  public  health.  An  agreement  has  now  been  entered  into 
with  the  approval  of  tlie  Local  Government  Board  and  Insurance 
Commissioners  1>y  the  County  Council  and  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee whereby  the  former  undei'takes  the  institutional  treatment 
of  all  insured  })ersons  granted  sanatorium  benefit  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

3die  County  as  a whole  is  well  su])plied  with  water  from  public 
woi’ks,  and  of  these  the  principal  are  the  Weardale  and  ('onsett 
Water  ('omjmny  aial  the  SuiuleiTand  and  Soutli  Shields  Water 
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Company,  (^ut  of  >40  url)aii  disti'iris  in  tlu'  Admiiiisi  rati  ve  ('oniity 
these  two  bodies  ^Yllolly  supply  20  and  partly  >4,  and  tlieir  mains 
extend  over  a large  area  of  the  rural  districts.  Other  important 
tmdertakings  arc  those  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company  and  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board.  The  former  supply 
the  ui-ban  districts  of  Byton,  Felling,  part  of  Blaydon  and  Whick- 
ham,  and  about  29  per  cent,  of  the  rural  district  of  Chester-le-Street, 
wbile  the  latter  supply  the  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees  and  part 
of  the  rural  districts  of  Stockton,  Barnard  Ca.stle  and  Darlington. 
The  Borough  of  Hartlepool  is  supplied  locally  by  the  Hartlepool 
Gas  and  Water  Company,  and  the  Borough  of  Darlington  has  its 
own  works,  as  have  also  the  urban  districts  of  Bishop  Auckland, 
Barnard  Castle  and  Stanhope.  The  Hetton-le-Hole  Urban  District 
is  supplied  by  the  Lamb  ton  and  Hetton  Colliery  Company,  and  from 
this  source  the  Houghton  Urban  Distiict  mainly  derive  their  siip])ly. 
Dtlier  colliery  companies,  as  well  as  some  of  the  laii'al  sanitai'y 
authoiities,  have  small  local  undertakings  for  the  sujiply  of  colliery 
and  otlier  villages  in  the  County. 

In  the  Jiortii-easte]'!!  and  eastern  areas  of  the  County  the  sup|)ly 
is  derived  mostly  froan  dee])  wells  in  the  magnesian  limestone,  which 
vield  a verv  hai’d  water,  while  in  the  rest  of  tlie  Countv  it  is  inainlv 

■ »-  t. 

upland  surface  and  river  wmter.  In  the  more  sparsely  ])Opulated 
districts,  the  outlying  farms  and  isolated  cottages,  the  domestic 
supply  is  chiefly  from  springs  and  shallow^  wells.  The  upland  sur- 
face water,  owing  to  the  presence  of  peat,  is  discoloured  and  in 
some  cases  the  water  has  a plumbo-solvent  action  ; it  is  however 
excellent  in  quality.  But  the  liver  supplies  cannot  be  regarded  as 

satisfactory  for  above  the  several  intakes  where  the  towns  of  Dar- 
</ 

lington,  Bishop  Auckland  and,  to  a large  extent,  the  Borough  of 
Stockton,  and  a number  of  villages  in  the  Darlington  and  Stockton 
Rural  Districts  draw  their  supply,  the  rivers  are  polluted  by  sewage, 
ilie  water,  it  is  true,  is  filtered  before  distrilxition  but,  as  I have 
repeatedly  piointed  out,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  free  Lnm  danger, 
for  even  though  the  greatest  care  ])e  exercised  in  supervising  the 
filtering  process,  Die  results  of  the  examination  of  water  taken  from 
such  soiu'ces  are  liy  no  means  constant  but  show  varial)le.  degrees  of 
purification, 
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Dui'in*-  tlic  YC:iT'  tlio  I’osults  of  tlie  bacteriolofi.icfil  L'xanunaii(jn 
of  the  various  wells  and  reservuii's  of  tlie  Sunderland  and  South 
Sliields  Wa.tei  (l0'ni})anv  wei'e  such  as  to  wari'aiit  a continuation  of 
the  investigations. 


Manv  of  the  reports  of  the  medical  officers  of  health  show  that 
wliile  progress  has  ])een  made,  theie  ai'e  still  a number  of  localities 
which  are  in  need  of  a l)ettei‘  supply,  and  attention  is  again  drawn 
to  the  necessity  from  a sanitai'v  standjioint  of  havings  the  water 
laid  on  to  each  house,  and  this  I am  pleased  to  say  is  now  becoming 
generally  I'ecognized  by  the  owners  of  propeity  as  well  as  by  the 
sanitary  authorities. 


In  the  Blaydon  Urban  Disti'ict,  of  the  dOO  houses  mentioned  in 
the  last  annual  re]»ort  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  having  an 
unsatisfactoi’y  water  supply,  31  have  since  had  the  jmblic  supply 
laid  on  to  them,  and  13  others  are  under  notice.  There  are  still 
168  houses,  occupied  by  appi'oximately  390'  persons,  which  are  sup- 
[ilied  from  wells  (52),  springs  (94),  and  colliery  workings  (22).  To 
Thistley  Hall,  in  the  Southwick  T"i']_)an  District,  the  iMedical  Officer 
of  Health  reports  that  the  water  has  still  to  be  cai  ted.  At  Middle- 
ton,  in  the  Baiiiard  Castle  Bural  Disti-ict,  which  foi*  some  time  has 
been  ui’gently  in  need  of  a more  adequate  water  supjdy,  a reservoir 
is  to  l>e  constructed.  (V)cktield.  in  the  same  district,  it  is  repoi’ted 
has  now  an  amjde  su])})ly.  In  the  ( diester-le-Street  Rural  District 
ari'angements  have  l)een  made  to  obtain  a better  su])ply  foi-  (H-eat  and 
Little  Lumley,  but  at  New  5Ya.shington  the  supply  is  inadequate 
and  the  iSledical  Officei'  of  Health  reports  that  the  supply  to  173 
liouses  at  Kibbleswortli  is  unsatisfactory.  Creat  Rurdon.  in  the 
Darlington  Rui*al  District,  which  has  been  ])reviously  reported  on,  is 
still  without  a pro])ei-  sigghy,  and  at  High  and  Low  Coniscliffe 
althougli  the  su])ply  fi’om  the  public  wells  is  satisfactory  the  wells 
in  some  cases  are  not  within  i-easonable  distance  of  the  houses,  as 
recpiired  l)y  the  jjrovisions  of  tlie  Public  Health  AVater  Act.  It  is 
suggested  that  tlie  mains  of  the  Tees  Valley  AVater  Board  which 
j)ass  through  or  neai'  these  places  should  be  laid  on  to  the  houses. 

At  H eighing-ton,  in  the  same  district,  better  facilities  are  also 
needed, 
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Oil  Xovoiiilior  till'  [joral  ( I()\'ei'iiiiUMLt  Hoai’d  lu'lii  a local 

inquiry  with  respect  to  the  application  oi‘  the  Durham  Mural  District 
Council  for  sanction  tO'  boi'row  .£2,700  for  works  of  water  supply 
for  the  parishes  of  Cassop-cuni-QuaiTington  and  Coxlioe.  As  the 
result  of  the  apjdication,  neater  will  be  supplied  by  the  Wcardale 
and  Cam  sett  Water  Company  to  the  district  council’s  reservoir  which 
is  being  erected  at  (vhiarrington  Hill,  and  from  thence  mains  will  be 
laid  to  the  villages  within  the  parishes  named.  iCt  Thornley  and 
Wheatley  Hill,  in  the  Easington  Rural  District,  a new  service  has 
been  obtained  and  the  supply  is  now  ample;  the  Medical  Oflficer  of 
Health  also  rejiorts  that  at  Hlackhalls  a supply  has  been  laid  on  by 
the  Colliery  Company.  At  Trimdon,  in  the  Sedgeheld  Rural  Dis- 
trict, I have  again  to  draw  serious  attention  to  the  water  supply, 
which  is  stated  to  be  not  only  inadequate  but  contaminated  with 
extraneous  matter. 


1 have  again  to  draw  attention  to^  the  fact  that  while  many  ox 
the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  deal  at  length  with  the 
water  supply  of  their  districts,  in  several  instances  there  is  scarcely 
any  reference  made  to  this  important  sidpject.  In  the  rural  districts 
jiarticularly  the  repoits  would  undoubtedly  be  enhanced  if  the 
source  and  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  supply  were  given  in 
greater  detail. 


I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  thei'e  has  been  no  outbreak 
(‘f  disease  during  the  year  traceable  to  water-borne  sources. 

DRAINAGE. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Resides  the  many  improvements  which  have  been  effected  in  the 
drainage  svstem  of  the  several  urban  and  rural  districts,  it  will  be 
observed  on  referring  to  the  abstracts  of  the  reports  of  the  district 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  which  are  appended,  that  several  schemes 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  while  others  are  in  course  of  preparation.  In  the  Borough  of 
Darlington  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  that  a scheme  “ for 
the  re-organisation  of  the  methods  of  sewage  disposal  ” Avill  shortly 
be  commenced.  For  the  purposes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
in  the  parish  of  Ebchester  application  was  rnade  toi  the  Local  Goy- 


eniment  Board  for  saiietion  to  hoi  i'ow  a sum  of  On  tlio 

2()tli  Fel)i‘uary  tlie  Jioard  lield  a local  iii(|uii'Y  and,  liaviiig  approved 
of  the  scheme,  saiictiomxl  the  loan.  In  tlie  Brandon  Lrban  District 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Esh  Winning  and  at  East  Sleetlnii'n,  and  in  several  streets  in 
B'l'nndon  Colliery  the  old  open  channels  which  are  universally  con- 
demned by  sanitaiians  have  been  taken  u])  and  covei'ed-in  seweis 
laid.  For  the  Belton  bh'll  ward  of  the  (hester-le-Sti'eet  Urban  Dis- 
trict it  is  pro])osed  to  })rovide  new  sewage  disposal  works.  In  the 
Iloughton-le-Spring  Uihan  District  the  Medical  Officer  reports  great 
difficidty  is  l)eing  ex])erienced  at  the  sewage  fai'm  owing  to  the 
serious  land  sul)sidence  which  is  taking  })lace.  The  scheme  of  the 
Seaham  Ifai’bour  Fb'ban  District  (Council  for  bringing  all  the  sewage 
to  the  south  of  the  town,  and  wh.ich  also  ])rovides  for  the  drainage 
of  ])art  of  the  Easington  Bural  District  is  still  under  consideration. 
At  Speimymooi-  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  the  con- 
tract for  the  carrying  out  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  has  been  signed. 
In  the  Stanley  Url)an  District  it  is  proposed  to  jirovide  new  sewage 
dis]»osal  works  at  Hustle  Down  ; the  works  at  Shield  Row'  are 
seriously  damaged  by  subsidence,  and  much  difficulty  is  being 
ex})erienced  in  obtaining  a satisfactory  effluent.  In  the  Tanfield 
Urban  Distiact  additional  land  has  been  purchased  for  the  sewage 
disposal  works  at  Bui'no|)field  and  Tantobie.  In  the  Auckland  Rural 
District  sewage  pinihcation  works  foi-  the  village  of  Witton  Park 
have  been  commenced  and  similar  provision  for  Sunnybrow  is  under 
consideration.  The  sewage  dis])Osal  works  for  a part  of  the  town- 
shiji  of  Belton,  in  the  (diester-le-Street  rural  district,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  re|)orts,  are  ja'ogressing  slowly 
towards  completion.  In  the  Darlington  Rural  District  the 
sewerage  of  Ctreat  Burdon  has  been  delayed  |)ending  the  provision 
of  a |)roper  water  sup[»ly  ; for  Heighington  village  new  sewage  dis- 
posal works  are  required.  The  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  also  draws 
attention  to  the  unsatisfactoiy  condition  of  the  sewage  disposal 
woi'ks  at  Bi'usselton  Houses.  In  the  Durham  Rural  District  the 
scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  tlie  village  of  East 
lletton  has  been  completed.  In  the  same  district  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Boai'd  held  an  inquiiy  on  September  ITth  with  I'espect  to 
the  a|>])lication  of  the  rural  district  council  for  sanction  to  borrow 
T2,l()0  foi'  tlie  purpose  of  a scheme  of  sewei'age  and  sewage  disposal 


foi'  llio  villa^o  of  Ijiulwoi'th  ; tlio  .sclieiiio  lias  been  approA'ed.  In  the 
Kasiiigton  Ivural  l)istriet  two  eoiipa  eliensive  sewerage  selieines,  esti- 
mated to  cost  £17, dot)  and  £20,200  respectively,  were  sulimitted  to 
the  Local  (loveruiiieiit  Hoard  and  were  tlie  sidjject  of  local  inquiries 
which  wei'e  held  in  the  one  case  on  May  7th,  1910,  and  in  the  other  on 
Januai’v  Oiul,  191-1.  Ihii’ticulars  of  tliese  schemes  are  given  in  tiie 
abstract  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  report  which  is  appended. 
In  the  South  Shields  Jiiu'al  District  two  scliemes  of  sewerage  were 
submitted  to  the  Local  (loveiaiment  Hoard  during  the  year ; one 
provides  for  the  extension  of  the  sewers  of  East  and  ^¥est  Holdoii, 
and  the  other  for  the  drainage  of  Holdon  Oolliery ; both  schemes  have 
been  approved  by  the  Local  Uovernment  Hoard.  In  the  Sunderland 
Hural  District  a scheme  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  the 
senverage  of  the  village  of  Tunstall  and  certain  streets  in  New  Silks- 
worth,  Ryhope  and  Ryhope  Colliei’y. 


liii'ers  Follution  Vrevention  Acts. — There  was  onlv  one  statutorv 

t/  t- 

notice  served  during  1910,  the  defendant  lieing  the  LTrban  District 
Council  of  Hisho]>  Auckland  in  reference  to  the  iiollution  of  the  Rivers 
MMar  and  (xaunless  at  Bishop  Auckland,  d’he  Notice  was  served  on 
Novemljer  20th  and  as  a result  tlie  District  Council  are  considering 
schemes  for  dealing  with  the  sewage. 

There  were  no  Count}'  Court  })roceedings  during  the  year. 

A|)|)ended  is  a statement  giving  a list  of  the  sexvage  dis])osal 
W'orks  provided,  the  places  wdiere  the  District  Councils  have  under- 
taken to  provide  sew'age  disposal  w'orks,  the  places  wdiere  jiollution 
is  taking  jilace  and  requiring  attention,  and,  lastly,  places  wdiere 
sewage  disposal  w'orks  are  found  to  be  inadequate  or  frequently 
unsatisfactorv. 

v' 


Sewage  Disposaj.  Works  providei)  duriag  1913: — 
Auckland  Rural  District. — EveiiAVOod. 

Chester-le-Street  Rural  District. — New  Lambton  (extensions). 
t^tockton  Rural  District. — Carlton  Village 

o 

Sedgeficld  Rural  District. — Trimdon  Colliei'y  (additional  land). 
Wcardah  Rural  District. — Daddi-Tshield  Village. 

t O 


List  of  places  where  the  District  Council  at  the  end  of  11)13 

HAD  UNDERTAKEN  TO  PROVIDE  WoRKS  : 


Auckland  Bural  District. — Witton  Park;  West  Auckland,  &c. ; 
Byers  Green;  Tod  Hills;  Hunwick;  Sunnybrow,  Gomer  Terrace, 
Toronto. 

Chesterde-Street  Bural  District. -^Belton  Village  ; Witton 
Gilbert;  Urpeth  Colliery. 

Darlington  Bural  District. — Whessoe. 

Easingtou  Bural  District. — Wingate,  iMurtoii,  South  lletton 
Colliery,  Ac.  (trunk  sewers  to  the  sea). 

Blaydon  Urban  District. — Blackhall  Mill  and  Chopwell  Colliery; 
Piowlands  Gill;  Barlow  Village. 

Ch?ster-le  jStreet  Urban  District. — Peltoi:  Fell  Colliery. 
Biminynwor  Uiban  District. — Speiuiynioor  (whole  district). 

Other  Pollutions  still  requiring  attention  ; — 


PiVER  GaUNLESS  and  TRIBUTARIES. 


Auckland  Bural  District. — Butterknowle ; Copley  Bent;  Low 
venwood;  The  Oaks  and  a portion  of  Eveinvood 


IvivEH  Skerne  and  Tributaries. 


DarUngtor  Bural  District. — Ay  cliff  e. 


River  Browney  and  Tributaries. 

^ , • • . ’ 1 1 • • I 


jAiiichcster  Bural  ' District. — Laiu'hestei' ; Pshaw  ('ollierv; 
llamsteels  Colliery  and  Railway  Tei'race. 

Crook  Urban  District. — Peases^  West.  Stanlev. 
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UiVEK  Weak  Ax\i)  TuiuuTAKiEft. 

AucMand  liuraJ  Disfiicf. — J^iiichester  JUuckR  ; Bowden  Close. 

Chesfer-Ir-Sf  Riuid  Dislricf. — -IMawswoi'tli  ; i^lawswoi  th  Bai'; 
N ettles worth,  etc . 

Durham  Dural  Disfrief. — East  Ilettoii ; California;  Coxhoe ; 
Kiinblesworth. 

Wcarclale  Dural  Disfrief. — Kastgate;  West  end  of  Westgate,  &c. 


River  Team  and  Tributaries. 


Chesfcr-le-Sfreef  Dural  Disfrief. — PelaAV  Grange  and  Brownes 
Buildings  : Bewicke  Main  Colliery  ; Kibbleswortli ; Beamish. 


Sewage  Disposal  WMrks’ found  to  be  inadequate 

UNSATISFACTORY  DURING  1913. 


OR  FREQUENTLY 


AucMaiul  Dural  Disfrief. — Challies  Roav,  Newtield;  Riseburn 
Village;  Ethei'ley  Dene;  Rushyford. 

Chesfer-le-tSfreef  Dural  Disfrief. — Birtley;  New  Lambton;  Ed- 
inondsleAL 

Easilujfou  Dural  Disfrief. — Deaf  Hill  and  Trimdoii  Foundry; 
Murton  Colliery. 


Houghfou-le-S piing  Dural  Disfrief. — William  Henry  Bit;  Fence 
Houses. 


Lanehesfer  Dural  Disfrief. — Esh  W’iiming;  Derwent  Cottages; 
Malton  Colliery  ; Langley  Park. 

« 

Sedgefield  Dural  Disfrief. — Coxdioe;  AVest  Coruforth ; Sedgefield. 
Ben fieldside  Drhan  Disfrief. — Shotley  Bridge. 

Blaydon  D rha n Jfisfrief. — High  Speii. 
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Brandon  and  Bysliotflcs  I than  District. — est  Slcetbiii  n (Liust 
Side);  Littleburn  Colliery. 

Chcster-le-Strcet  Urban  District. — Cliester-le-Street  Se^Yage  Farin. 
Houghtonde-Sprlng  Urban  District. — “Houghton-le-Spj'ing. 
Spennyinoor  Urban  District. — Ox  Close,  Spennymour, 

Stanhope  Urban  District. — Stanliojje. 

Stanley  Urban  District. — Soutli  i\Ioor;  Stanley. 

Willington  Urban  District.- — AVillingtoii  and  Page  Bank. 


EXCREMENT  REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  relationship  of  high  infant  mortality  and  also  diseases 
such  as  typhoid  fever  and  epedemic  diarrhoea  to  unsatisfactory 
metliods  of  excrement  I'emoval  and  disposal,  pai'ticularly  when 
associated  with  insanitary  housing  conditions,  has  been  frequently 
pointed  out  in  these  reports,  and  in  my  last  annual  report  extracts 
were  given  from  the  reports  of  the  district  INIedical  Officers  of  Health 
condemning  the  present  system  which  so  widely  obtains  in  this 
County. 

lieferring  to  the  coiiditions  which  favour  excessive  mortalitv 
among  children,  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  a cii'cidar  dated 
25th  July,  1913,  writes  as  follows  : — ■ 

In  particular,  1 am  tO'  remind  the  Council  of  the  danger  to 
health  caused  by  accumidations  of  I'efuse  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
^dwellings.  Such  accumulations  provide  breeding  grounds  for  flies, 
“ and  are  otlierwise  open  to  serious  objection.  It  is  essential  to  the 
“ health  of  a district  that  there  should  be  arrangements  for  the 
efficient  and  frequent  removal  of  house,  stable,  and  street  refuse  and 
‘‘  the  contents  of  privies  and  other  closets  on  the  conservancy  system, 
‘‘  and  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  excrement  under  sanitary  con- 
“ ditions.  But  hoivevev  carefully  closets  on  the  conservancy  system 
“ are  emptied  and  cleansed,  the  conditions  associated  ivith  them  in 
“ urban  coumnnities  are  generally  a menace  to  the  public  health, 


and  especially  the  health  of  children  ; and  the  Board  would  urge 
“ that,  H'herever  a suficient  sewer  and  water  supply  are  available, 
*‘\/resh  ivater  closets  supplied  with  Jlushirg  cister'us  should  be  sub- 
“ stituted  for  existing  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  and  pro- 
vided  in  all  netv  buildings  lu  connection  with  this  matter  attem 
'■  tion  should  be  drawn  to  the  provisions  of  Section  39  of  the  Pul)lic 
“ ilealtli  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  In  the  best  administered 
" districts  conservancy  closets  and  ashpits  have  given  place  to  fresh 
“ water-closets  and  moveable  ash-bins  whtli  covers,  and  house  refuse 
‘‘  is  removed  in  properly  covered  carts  by  the  Conncirs  own  work- 
“ men  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Sui’veyo]'  at  regular  intervals 
and  never  less  frequently  than  once  a week.  If  the  refuse  is  not 
burnt  it  should  be  disposed  of  in  jdaces  remote  from  dwellings,  and 
should  be  kept  pi'operly  covered  with  earth.  In  many  districts  all 
“ refuse  can  be  disposed  of  in  a destmctor. 


The  Board  avouIcI  urge  the  Council  to  consider  at  an  eaidy  date 
the  question  of  taking  such  action  as  may  be  necessai'y  and  prac- 
ticable  in  their  district  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the  preceding 
‘‘  paragraph. 

The  foregoing  remai'ks  should  be  of  s})ecial  interest  to  the 
sanitary  authorities  in  this  County,  for  not  only  is  our  death-rate 
from  zymotic  diseases,  wdiich  include  typhoid  fever  and  diarrhoea, 
much  in  excess  of  the  countrv  as  a wdiole,  but  Durham  has  the  unen- 
viable  distinction  of  having  the  second  highest  infant  mortality  of 
the  administrative  counties  of  England  and  Wales.  IIa])pily,  it 
w'ould  appear  from  the  replies  tt)  a circidar  letter,  addressed  to  the 
several  sanitaiy  authorities  in  the  County,  that  the  great  majoirty 
of  them  appreciate  the  danger  to  health  associated  with  our  present 
system  of  excrement  lemoval  and  disposal,  for  practically  all  ai’e  now 
requiring  the  provision  of  water-closets  in  neAv  houses,  Avhere  thei’e  is 
a sufficient  system  of  drainage  and  an  adequate  w'ater  su})ply,  wdiile 
each  yea]'  an  increasing  numbei'  of  pi'ivies  and  ash-closets  is  being- 
converted  into  wuitei'-closets.  But  in  only  one  district  so  far,  namely, 
the  Borough  of  Stockton,  are  the  jtrovisions  of  Section  39  of  the 
Ihiblic  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  being  systematically 
cari-ied  out.  There,  a loan  of  £0,750  has  been  obtained  and  a com- 
plete scheme  prepared  for  the  conversion  into  fresh  water  closets 
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of  all  iiilddeii-privies, 
JJuroiig-li. 


atsli-clusots,  and  pail-olosetii  exifiting  in  tlio 


That  the  eonservaney  'sy.steni  in  this  County,  assoeiateel, 
as  is  not  infrequently  the  case,  with  much  overcrowding  and  defecti\  e 
housing  conditions,  is  respoirsible  for  a great  deal  of  sickness  and 
the  enormous  loss  of  life  amongst  infants  and  young  children  I have 
long  been  convinced.  I therefore  cannot  too  strongly  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  sanitary  authorities  of  this  County  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Local  Covernment  Board,  in  the  hope  that,  with  a view 
to  abolishing  as  far  as  is  i)racticable  the  ])resent  insanitary  system 
of  excrement  removal  and  disposal,  they  will  consider  an  early 
date  the  question  of  enforcing  their  powers  on  tlie  lines  indicated 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 


Objections,  1 am  aware,  have  been  raised  to  the  general  adop- 
tion of  the  water-carriage  system,  on  the  gi'ounds  that  water-closets 
at  times  become  blocked  and  that  in  winter  months  the  pipes  may 
freeze.  The  o])inions,  however,  of  those  who  have  had  experience  of 
both  systems,  agree  that  the  advantages  of  the  water-carriage  system 
far  outweigh  tlie  alleged  disadvantages.  Relative  to  this  point,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District 
the  experience  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  that  nuisances 
arising  from  ash-closets  occur  twice,  and  from  ash-privies  seven  times 
as  frequently  as  from  water-closets,  and  that  cases  of  freezing  are 
conqjaratively  rare . 


In  the  table  on  page  5h  is  given,  approximately,  the  number  of 
various  types  of  closets  in  the  Administrative  (fouiity,  and  the  num- 
ber of  conversions  effected  during  the  past  year. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

During  the  year  the  question  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  continued  to  receive  much  time  and  consideration,  and  in 
the  abstracts  of  the  repoids  of  the  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
which  are  appended,  it  will  be  seen  tliat  many  valuable  impi  ovenients 
have  been  effected  and  tliat  a serious  attempt  is  lieing  made  to 
grapple  witli  the  difficult  and  pressing  problem  of  ovei'crowding 
which  is  to  lie  found  in  vaiwing  degrees  in  practicallv  all  the  sani- 
tary districts  in  the  Administi'ative  County. 
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Total  number  in  District. 

Ashpit-Privies 

converted  into 

Ash- 

Closets 

District. 

Water- 

Closets. 

Ash- 

Closets. 

Ashpit- 

Privies. 

Asli- 

Closets. 

Water- 

Closets. 

converte 

into 

Water- 

Closets. 

URBAN. 

Darlington  Borough  ... 

7444 

6660 

1267 

562 

1 

Durham  ,, 

2614 

93 

580 

45 

^Hartlepool  ,,  • ... 

. . . 

. . . 

, . , 

, , . 

• • • 

. . . 

Jarrow  ,, 

686 

4970 

... 

• • « 

6 

Stockton  ,, 

6527 

4983 

70 

3 

1 

x\nnfield  Plain  

491 

1019 

1319 

12 

40 

Barnard  Castle  

795 

78 

82 

2 

11 

3 

Benfieldside  

386 

493 

771 

119 

13 

3 

Bishop  Auckland  

1905 

757 

641 

1 1 

51 

4 

Blaydon  

1372 

3221 

1071 

58 

20 

Brandon  & Byshottles. 

62 

3223 

220 

201 

Chester-le-Street  

1350 

1733 

75 

34 

23 

12 

Consett  

856 

661 

569 

36 

1 

Crook  

212 

1817 

111 

85 

6 

Felling  

460 

4185 

34 

7 

• > 

o 

18 

Hebburn  

249 

4075 

49 

1 

9 

Hetton-le-Hole  

222 

2475 

125 

40 

3 

1 

Houghton-le-Spring 

441 

949 

527 

213 

49 

Leadgate  

143 

104 

419 

13 

Ryton  

576 

1310 

696 

136 

48 

2 

Seaham  Harbour  

1487 

129 

V 

768 

5 

Shildon  

703 

2415 

... 

43 

8 

South  w'ick-on-Wear  ... 

1095 

781 

609 

56 

Spennymoor  

284 

2927 

499 

178 

2 

1 

Stanhope  

142 

188 

14 

1 

Stanley  

603 

2898 

nil 

30 

83 

• ) 

Tanfield  

139 

1369 

669 

98 

29 

Tow'  Law  

38 

405 

259 

8 

2 

Whickham  

200 

3004 

4 

2 

1 

9 

Willingbon  

160 

1410 

280 

62 

3 

2 

RURAL 

Auckland  

518 

8863 

1613 

153 

30 

5 

Barnard  Castle  

401 

949 

1283 

45 

9 

1 

Chester-le-Street  

1955 

9130 

2940 

160 

145 

15 

Darlington  

415 

437 

1480 

14 

10 

3 

Durham  

158 

3829 

1616 

Easington  

563 

8700 

3117 

115 

4 

Hartlepool  

52 

311 

173 

5 

2 

Houghton 

140 

4200 

500 

84 

3 

11 

Lanchester  

215 

25 

Sedgefield  

184 

6728 

1563 

260 

South  Shields  

946 

2626 

172 

27 

4 

i 

Stockton  

345 

2245 

104 

2 

8 

Sunderland  

872 

3788 

754 

31 

93 

3 

Wear  dale  

98 

72 

957 

11 

10 

Water-clos‘^t  town. 

Note. — In  several  instances  the  figures  given  are  only  approximate, 
but  more  definite  information  is  promised,  and  no  doubt  in  subsequent 
years  this  table  will  be  more  complete  and  reliable. 
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Til  my  last  annual  report  a careful  analysis  was  given  of  the 
census  returns  relating  to  the  distribution  of  tlie  jiopulation  in  this 
County,  which  shewed  firstly,  that  there  Avas  an  excessive  ])ro})ortion 
of  small  houses,  and  that  in  only  one  otliei'  county  in  England  and 
Wales  did  the  pro|)ortion  of  two  and  tlii'ee-roomed  “ tenements 
exceed  that  of  Durham.  Secondly  that  this  County  was  one  of  the 
three  counties  in  England  and  Wales  haying  the  liighest  projioilion 
of  large  (oyer  G jiersons)  and  medium-sized  (4  to  G jiersons)  families. 
These  two  factors,  together  Avith  the  rapid  growth  of  the  population, 
Avhicli  increased  by  21  per  cent,  during  the  ten  years  1901  to  1911, 
and  the  fact  that  instead  of  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  ncAv  houses  erected  by  ])riyate  enterprise  there  has  been 
a tendency  to  a decrease,  liaxm  been  res]»onsible  for  the  oyer- 
croAvding.  The  extent  of  the  oA^ercroAvding  Avill  be  appreciated  AAdien 
it  is  stated  that  18  per  cent,  of  the  dAvellings  occupied  liy  priyate 
families  contain  more  than  tAAm  persons  pei'  room,  as  against  5’ 4 per 
cent,  in  England  and  Wales,  and  that  these  OAmrcrowded  dAvellings 
housed  28' 5 per  cent,  of  the  total  population  hying  in  priyate 
families.  In  ten  sanitarA’  distncts  in  the  Countv"  the  oyercrowding 
ranged  from  10  to  20  per  cent.,  in  fifteen  districts  from  20  to  GO 
per  cent.,  in  fourteen  districts  from  30  to  40'  per  cent.,  and  in  no 
less  than  Ga'c  districts  it  Avas  over  50  ]jer  cent.  In  England  and 
Wales  as  a AAdiole  the  corresponding  tigure  Avas  9'1  per  cent. 

Iveference  is  made  in  many  of  the  repoi'ts  of  the  district 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  the  serious  overcrowding  and  the 
necessity  of  providing  houses  if  the  present  unsatisfactory  conditions 
are  to  improA'e.  This  scarcity  of  houses  has  been  responsible  not 
only  for  the  OAmrcroAvding  but  for  consideralde  delay  in  carrying  out 
much  needed  sanitary  improvements,  for  oAving  to  the  difficulty  of 
securing  accommodation  for  tlie  persons  dis])iaced,  it  has  often  been 
found  impracticable  to  proceed  with  the  necessary  alterations  to  the 
houses.  This  scarcity  has  en  a tiled  OAvners  to  readily  let  houses 
deA'oid  of  all  I'easonalile  amenities,  and  the  general  effect  has  beeii 
to  keep  down  the  standard  of  housing  reipiirements  to  a IcAml  AAdiich 
Avonld  not  be  tolerated  if  house.s.  were  more  plentiful . 

In  tlie  Dlaydon  Urban  Distiict,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
reports  that  there  is  a good  deal  of  overcrowding  in  the  distinct  and 
that  matters  get  worse  instead  of  better,  for  AAdiile  the  poiiulation  is 


increasing-  at  tlie  rate  of  al)ont  GoO  per  annum,  the  nuinl)er  of  iiew 
houses  has  fallen  from  192  and  I-IG  in  the  two  preceding  yeai-s  to  IG 
in  1913.  At  Brandon  Collieiy  it  is  stated  that  oidy  19  out  of  50 
houses  recommended  to  be  built  in  1907  have  been  provided,  and 
that  at  the  present  time  there  is  much  overcrowding  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  houses.  In  the  Hebburn  Urban  District,  where  the  over- 
crowding amounts  to  42' 1 per  cent,  of  the  population  living  in  private 
families,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  that  the  only  remedy 
for  this  serious  evil  is  for  the  Council  themselves  to  take  the  matter 
in  hand  and  to  provide  houses  under  Part  111.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  as  private  enterprise  wall  not  meet  the 
demand.  Forty  houses,  he  adds,  have  been  closed,  and  20  should 
have  been  similarly  dealt  with  but  for  the  impossibility  of  finding- 
other  accommodation  for  the  displaced  tenants.  In  the  xCuckland 
Pural  District,  Avrites  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  there  are  many 
localities  where  there  ai-e  no  vacant  houses,  and  at  Ilelmington  Roav 
and  Byers  Green,  which  are  s])eciany  mentioned,  it  has  been  found 
difficult  to  deal  Avith  cases  of  OAmrcroAvding.  At  the  former  idace 
Iniilding  operations  at  present  are  actiAm,  but  at  the  latter  the 
question  of  providing  houses  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  District 
Council.  At  Byhope,  in  the  Siindeiland  Rural  District,  AAdiere  there 
is  much  insunitary  pro])erty,  there  is  still  a great  deficiency  of  houses, 
altbougli  tlie  Distirct  C'ouncil  haA'e  already  completed  one  scheme  for 
the  erection  of  working-class  dwellings,  and  a committee  has  been 
appointed  Avith  a view  to  taking  furtlier  action  under  tlie  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  Tlie  iMedical  Officer  of  the  district 
estimates  that  130  houses  are  required. 

As  already  indicated,  many  of  the  sanitary  authorities  in  the 
County  ai-e  giving  the  question  of  the  scarcity  of  houses  Avith  its 
attendant  cauIs  their  serious  consideration.  A large  numbe]-  of 
liouses  liaA-e  already  been  proAuded  under  Part  111.  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  many  at  tlie  present  time  are  in  course 
of  erection,  Avhile  sevei-al  schemes  are  under  consideration.  Thus, 
in  file  Cliester-le-Street  Urlian  Distifct  a site  of  IT  acres  of  land  has 
been  pui'chased  for  the  erection  of  IIG  houses,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  £50,G09,  and  plans  of  the  sebeme  have  lieeii  pre|)ared  for  suli- 
mission  to  the  Imeal  Government  Board.  In  the  Houghton  Url):rji 
])istrict  a scheme  lias  also  been  formulated  for  submission  to  the 


Local  (lovenimciit  Jioai'd,  and  it  is  pi'oposcd  to  erect  ~)2  houst's  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £11, In  the  lllavdnn  I i‘l)an  Disti'ict  a J.ocal 
(lovernment  Lcrird  impury  was  lield  on  JaiiiiarY  2nd,  with 

respect  to  the  npplieation  of  tlie  District  (V)imcil  for  sanction  to 
l)orrow  .£5,220  for  the  erection  at  Toiipiie  Burns  Farm.,  (dioj)weri,  of 
20  houses  under  Paid  III.  of  the  Ihuising  of  the  AYorkinp’  (’lasses  Act, 
1890.  Some  of  tliese  Ironses  liave  l)een  l)uilt  and  are  already 
occupied.  In  the  Chestei‘-lo-Street  Bural  Distinct,  owing  to  tlie 
scarcity  of  houses  and  to  tire  fact  tliat  jirivate  enter]»rise  has  failed 
to  meet  the  demand,  the  District  ('ouncil  ai'e  now  erecting  57  houses 
in  tlie  })a]’ish  of  Usworth,  and  are  at  the  present  time  negotiating 
for  tlie  ])urchase  of  a site  with  a view  to  a furtlier  extension  of  tliis 
scheme.  In  the  same  distinct  tlie  Local  (lovernment  Board  held  an 
inquiry  on  April  22nd,  1913,  relative  to  the  application  of  the 
District  Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  £29,500  for  the  erection 
of  113  houses  in  the  parish  of  Pelton  : the  scheme  has  been  sanctioned 
and  the  building  is  now  proceeding.  At  AA'^ashington,  where  the 
same  Authoritv  has  alreadc  erected  a nuinbei'  of  houses,  and  ahso  at 
Ilarraton,  plans  for  the  erection  of  1-7  and  100  houses  res]tectively 
have  been  |)re])ared,  and  since  the  beginning  of  the  ])resent  year 
(1914)  have  been  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
Sedgefield  Rural  District  Council  are  also  making  housing  provisicn 


and  have  received  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
borrow  .£5,500'  for  the  erection  of  20  workmeiFs  dwellings  in  the 
]iarish  of  Trimdon.  The  .scheme  having  Iteen  sanctioned,  a com- 
mencement has,  after  some  delay,  Ireeii  made  with  the  Iniilding  of 
the  houses.  At  Seaham  Harbour  the  Local  Government  Board  held 
an  inquiry  on  Novembe]'  3rd  relative  to  the  District  Cotmcil's 
application  to  borrow  a sum  of  £9,577  for  the  purchase  of  land  and 
the  erection  of  workmens’  dwtdlings.  Tlie  (’ounciPs  iiroposal  is  to 
build  45  tlu’ee-roomed  liouses  with  scullery  in  addition.  There  will 
be  24  houses  to  the  acre  and  the  site  to  lie  covered  r8345  acres. 


The  application  has  since  been  granted. 


The  scheme  for  the  erection  of  bO  houses  at  Anntield  Plain, 
referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report,  and  the  scheme  of  the  Easington 
Rural  District  (Council  have  both  made  rapid  jirogress  during  the 
year,  and  a considei’able  number  of  houses  are  now  ready  foi-  occupa- 
tion. In  other  parts  of  the  latter  district  housing  accommodation 


is  iej)Oi'ted  to  l)c  urgently  needed.  In  tlie  (/rook,  Ivytoii,  and  Stan- 
ley Urban  Districts,  owing  to  tlte  scarcity  of  lionses,  tlie  respective 
district  councils  are  also  considering  the  question  of  jtroviding  houses. 

In  various  })a.rts  of  the  (a^unty  schemes  for  the  reconstruction 
of  insanitary  areas  are  also  receiving  the  attention  of  the  respective 
district  councils.  In  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool  112  houses  were 
inspected  during  the  year,  and  of  these  92  were  considered  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  A scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  area 
where  these  houses  are  situated  is,  I understand,  nearing  completion. 
In  the  Consett  Urban  District  the  Council,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Consett  Iron  Coy.,  have  before  them  a,  scheme  for  the  reconstniction 
of  an  area  belonging  to  the  Iron  Com|)any.  In  this  district  there  is 
stated  to  be  a scarcity  of  houses  of  3 to  1 rooms.  In  the  Hetton 
Urban  District  the  Council  have  also  under  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  taking  action  under  Part  II.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  and  as  a preliminary  step  a scheme  is  being  prepared 
for  the  erection  of  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act  for  the  accom- 
moilation  of  the  persons  displaced  through  the  reconstruction  of  the 
area. 


Houfiing  (Inspect ion  of  Visfrief  liccjulaiions)  1010. — Under  Sec- 
tion IT  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ac.,  Act,  1909,  and  the 
regulations  whicli  the  Local  Uovernment  Board  ai'e  em])Owered  to 
make,  local  sanitary  autlmrities  are  required  to  make  ari'angements 
for  the  inspection  of  tlieir  several  districts,  and  are  also  I'equired  to 
ivee])  I'ecoi'ds  of  certain  particulars  relating  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  houses  ins]iected.  Furtliei’,  tlie  distilct  iMedical  Officer  of 
Healtli  is  required  to  include  in  his  annual  report  certain  information 
and  particulars  lulating  to  tlie  inspection,  together  with  a statement 
giving  the  general  character  of  the  defects  fotind  on  inspection. 
The  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  and  the  kee}»ing  of  tin' 
records  of  inspection  are  not  therefore  optional  but  a statutory  duty. 


On  page  59  the  information  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

is  required  to  supply  has  been  abstracted  from  the  annual  reports 
I'elating  to  each  of  the  sanitary  districts  in  the  Administrative 
County,  and  the  results  are  tabulated  in  columns  4 to  9 of  the  table. 
The  table  shows  that  under  and  for  the  pur])Oses  of  Section  17  of 
tlie  Act,  11,709  or  about  5'8  per  cent,  of  the  total  ]irivate  dwellings 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  distribution  of  houses  erected  and  occupied 
in  the  Administrative  County  during  1913,  together  with  a statement  of  work  done  under 


the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910:  — 


Number 

of 

New 

Houses 

Erected. 

Number 

of 

New 

Houses 

Occupied. 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulation.s,  1910. 

District. 

1 

Numljer 

of 

Dwellings 

Inspected. 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 
unfit  for 
habitation 

Number 

of 

Repre- 

sentations 

made. 

Number 

of 

Closing 

Orders 

niaite. 

Number  of 
Dwellings  in 
which  the 
defects  were 
remedied  with- 
out the  making 
of  Closing 
Orders. 

Numbet  of 
Dweiling.^made 
habitable  after 
Closing 
Orders. 

1 

0 

i 3 

1 p; 

1 

6 

7 

1 b 

9 

URBAN. 

Darlington  Borough  

260 

13 

2 

260 

1354 

8 

8 

8 

Durham  ,,  

13 

2 

278 

26 

26 

10 

6 

»> 

Hartlepool  ,,  

142 

94 

* 

Jarrow  

6 

108 

35 

1 

6 

108 

35 

472 

46 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Stockton  ,,  

3 

•A 

3 

43 

[ 

Annfield  Plain  

1 19 

37 

3 

Barnard  Castle  

9 

9 

1 4 

Benfieldside  

10 

30 

15 

29 

26 

49 

30 

23 

27 

85 

17 

3 

24 

76 

r; 

10 

27 

15 

28 

26 

49 

30 

19 

11 

85 

17 

3 

24 

76 

72 

181 

10 

10 

10 

18 

19 

20,3 

22 

Bishop  Auckland  

11 

11 

7 

1 

Blaydon  

553 

1 

1 

1 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  .... 
Chester-le-Street  

79 

111 

3 

3 

3 

9 

109 

27 

84 

327 

10 

97 

Consett  

156 

240 

220 

124 

54 

12 

13 

Crook  

Fellimz  

98 

20 

76 

76 

6 

Hebbiirn  

Hetton-le-Hole  

Houghton-le-Spring  

177 

“6 

"o 

Leadgate  7 

Ryton  

218 

192 

950 

272 

397 

50 

208 

66 

77 

7 

7 

3 

137 

78 

9 

Seaham  Harbour  

192 

3 

Shildon  

Sonthwick-on-Wear 

0 

12 

12 

.•js 

12 

12 

1 

54 

Spennymoor  

25 

Q 

25 

o 

c> 

Stanhope  

50 

. . . 

Stanley  

102 

1 no 

ou 

Tanfiefd 

lUw 

lb 

21 

1 R 

4 o 

A O 

Tow  Law  

1 

1 

38 

73 

oy 

1 

07 

oo 

j D 

44 

5 

Whickham  

* . « 

• • • 

• • • 

. . • 

. . . 

WUlington  

73 

76 

o 

• • * 

• . . 

. • . 

1 

• • • 

• • • 

. . . 

RURAL. 

Auckland  

121 

27 

160 

12 

62 

973 

2 

218 

87 

226 

62 

16 

23 

8 

121 

22 

160 

12 

62 

692 

87 

323 

76 

96 

791 

218 

41  7 

101 

1 

141 

9 

55 

22 

27 

12 

1.32 

21 

34 

26 

]92 

31 

1 

15 

9 

9 

17 

9 

12 

10 

15 

9 

22 

1 

19 

9 

6 

7 

30 

139 

89 

A 

Barnard  Castle  

4: 

Chester-le-Street  

« . « 

Darlincton  ...  . 

. • « 

Durham  

58 

• . . 

Lasington  

oo 

Hartlepool 

y / o 
o 

4 

9 

1 7 1 

ob 

Houghton  

91  8 

12 

10 

15 

1 

26 

9 

Lanchester 

wlO 

87 

1 

‘*1  1 
424 
442 
224 
319 

1/1 

Sedgefield  . . . 

1 07 

1 ^ 

South  Shields  . 

1 *7U 

35 

16 

13 

9 

lU  / 

97 

10 

1 

Stockton 

26 

Sunderland 

• < c 

Weardale  .. 

108 

1 

1 

1 

♦ 



• • ■ 

Administrative  Connt.v 

3164 

3038 

11709 

1318 

404 

304 

2098 

126 

A scheine  for  dealing  with  these  houses  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 
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in  the  Adiuiiustrative  were  inspected,  as  against  10,292  in 

the  preceding  year,  and  tliat  l,dl8  or  ir2  per  cent,  of  these  weie 
considered  unfit  for  luunan  habitatian;  also,  that  of  the  1,318  houses 
considered  unfit  foi‘  habitation,  repi’esentations  were  made  to 
the  local  authority  with  a view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  in 
404  cases,  but  in  only  304  were  such  orders  made.  Witli  regard  to 
column  8,  it  will  be  apparent  if  reference  is  made  to  the  reports  of 
the  district  medical  ofticers  of  health,  that  the  figures  given  in  the 
table  do  not  fully  represent  the  amount  of  work  accom])lished  during 
the  yea]’  wliich  is  j)a]‘tly  tO'  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  many  of 
the  alterations  forming  possibly  })art  of  a large  im})rovemeni  scheme 
liad  not  been  comp»leted  by  the  end  of  the  yeai’;  at  the  same  time  it 
is  difficult  to  understand  whv  the  talkie  does  not  shoAv  a better  record 
of  improvements  effected.  The  table  also  shows  a wide  diffei’ence 
in  the  ratio  of  houses  inspected  to  the  total  number  of  houses  in  tlie 
respective  districts.  It  will  fiirthei'  be  noted  that  in  three  instances 
the  number  of  houses  inspected  are  not  given,  and  in  several  instances 
other  paiticulars  required  l)y  Article  V.  of  the  lloushig  Kegulations 
ai'e  omitted. 

• In  file  Bor(,)Ug1i  of  Darlington  action,  it  would  apjiear,  lias  been 
|M)st])oned  until  a [)reliiniiiaiy  inspection  is  made  of  all  the  houses  in 
the  llorougli  coming  within  Section  15  of  the  Housing,  Town  Plan- 
]iing,  Ac.  Act.  Hartlepool,  as  stated  above,  is  consideiing  a scheme 
for  the  recojistruction  of  the  ai’ea  in  wliich  the  defective  houses  are 
situated.  At  Hetton  no  inspection  under  tlie  Housing,  Town  Plan- 
'ning,  Ac.,  Act  appiears  to  have  been  carried  out,  and  at  Leadgate, 
wliich,  according  tO'  the  Cfensus  Commissioner hs  retui'ns,  is  the  most 
overcrowded  area  in  this  County,  exempition  from  the  Act  is  claimed 
a[q)arently  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  not  applicable  to  that  district. 
“Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
“ 1910,  has  not  been  put  in  force, writes  the  IMedical  Officer  of 
Health,  as  the  largest  owners,  the  Consett  Iron  C^ompany,  are 
gradually  improving  their  cottages,  and  the  smaller  owners  will  do 
“what  is  necessaiy  under  Section  17  of  the  Act;  therefore  there 
'■  wei’e  no  oi’ders  for  closure  made  and  none  appjlied  foi’,  sO'  that  the 
“ usual  tabiilai*  statement  is  uncalled  for.’’  From  these  remarks  it 
would  appeal’  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  this  district  has 
not  made  himself  iiroperly  acquainted  with  the  statutoi-y  duties 
imposed  on  him  by  the  Regulations.  At  Whickham,  although 
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the  I'epoi't  of  tlie  ^ledical  Otficei'  of  Ilealtli  sliows  tliat  a iiuinher  of 
useful  iinpi'ovenieiits  were  caiTied  out  during  the  year,  the  tal)\dar 
statement  apparently  lias  l:)een  iiiadvertently  omitted.  At  .1  arrow 
472  houses  wei'e  inspected  and  many  whicli  were  defective  in  one 
way  or  another  Avere  dealt  with,  hut  exactly  how^  many  is  not 
stated.  At  Benfieldside  the  characte]*  of  the  defects  found  on 
inspection  is  not  given.  The  returns  fi’om  the  Brandon  and  Crook 
Urban  Districts  are  also  incomplete  : at  the  foianer  place  most  of  the 
houses  were  inspected  towards  the  end  of  the  3"ear.  At  Shildon 
no  othei-  ])articulars,  l)e_v()nd  the  fact  that  hoO  houses  were  ins])ected, 
are  recorded.  At  Toav  Law  the  iMedical  Officer  agairi  omits  to  give 
particulaivs  respecting  the  houses  inspected  during  the  3'ear.  At 
Willington  76  houses  were  ins])ected  and  two  wei’e  closed  vohintarihn 
The  number  of  (bvelling  houses  in  which  the  defects  wei'e  remedied 
without  the  making  of  a closing  order  is  I'ecorded  as  " nil,”  and, 
although  all  but  1)  were  defective  the  records  of  inspection  do  not 
show  that  any  directions  were  given  or  action  taken  b^^  the  District 
(buncil  to  lemedA’  the  defects.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Ifealth, 
however,  draws  attention  to  the  insanitar}’  condition  of  certain  houses 
in  nigh  Street,  Willington,  and  enumerates  main*  others  requiring 
immediate  attention.  At  Stanhope,  dO  houses  wei'e  inspected,  and  it 
is  stated  that  all  these  houses  -were  improved  after  being  rejioried 
'^‘on.”  In  the  Dai’lington  Rural  District  a number  of  useful  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out,  but  the  number  of  defective  houses 
remedied  as  a result  of  the  inspection  is  not  stated.  In  the  Su 
derland  Rural  District  62.“5  houses  w*ere  inspected,  and  of  these  122 
were  considei’ed  unfit  for  habitation,  but,  judging  from  the  return, 
no  houses  wei'e  closed  and  none  of  the  defective  dwellings  remedied. 
In  this  respect  the  return  from  this  district  is  similar  to  that  of  1912. 
In  the  Auckland  Rural  District  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives 
])articulars  relating  to  the  carrA^ing  out  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations  during  1912  and  1916.  The  results,  which  are 
far  from  being  satisfactory,  are  as  follows  : — 


‘‘During  the  vears  1912  and  191.6  there  were  1,546  houses 
‘‘  inspected  under  and  for  the  pur]ioses  of  Section  17  of  the  Ifousing 
“and  Town  Planning,  Ac.,  Act,  1909.  Of  these  1,516  were  within 
“the  cent  a])]tlicable  to  the  district  under  Section  14  of  the  Act 
“(be.,  T16  pel'  annum).  (If  the  latter  267  were  considered  as  unfit 


lV)i'  liiiDiaii  liabitatioii,  and  at  llie  caul  of  Id)  id,  of  tlicsse  10!)  wca  c^ 
■■  still  in  that  condition,  but  51  by  that  time  were  unoccupied. 

■■  In  addition  434,  although  ]iot  cojisidered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht  for  human 
‘‘  hal)itation,  'were  seriously  defective  from  the  point  of  view  of 
danger  to  health  or  structural  defaults;  and  at  the  end  of  1913  there 
'‘were  391  of  those  still  in  such  defective  condition.’’ 

Besides  the  ])articulars  enumerated  in  the  table,  many  of  the 
reports  also  give  ])articulars  of  the  defects  remedied  and  the  areas 
in  their  respective  districts  in  which  most  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  yeaia 

In  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  reports  that  consideralde  improvements  have 
1)eeu  effected  in  the  Bondgate  area  and  elsewhere.  Similarly 
Medical  Office]*  of  Health,  reports  that  considerable  imrirovemeiits 
have  been  effected  in  the  Bondgate  area  and  elsewhere.  Similarly, 
in  the  Brandon  Ui'ban  District  many  impi  ovements  have  been  canaed 
out  at  Brandon  (’olliery,  although  at  littleburn  little  has  l)een  done 
to  cai-ry  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Office]*  of  Health. 
In  the  darrow  Urban  Dist]'ict  extensive  alterations  have  been  effected 
in  Milton  St]‘eet  and  (’hayto]*  St]*eet  and  i]i  other  parts  of  the  town. 
In  the  Aunheld  Plain  Ib'ban  District  the  iMedical  Officer  of  Health 
I'ejxu'ts  that  the  whole  of  the  wooden  houses  at  South  Pontop  Col- 
liei'y  were  elosed  and  have  since  l)een  demolished. 

Til  the  rdiester-le-Street  Rural  Distinct  improvements  are 
I'epoi  ted  at  Biidley,  Tnimesley,  Lumley  Great,  Ouston,  Tffilton,  Witton 
Gilbert,  Biii'nmooi*,  Edmondsley,  llarraton,  Plawsworth,  Urpeth  and 
Washington.  In  the  Durham  Rural  District  a number  of  improve- 
ments have  been  effected  at  Bearpark,  Broom,  Cassop-cnm-Quar- 
rington,  Coxhoe,  East  Hetton,  Eramwellgate  IMoor,  Ci'oxdale  Col- 
liei'v,  Kimblesworth  and  at  Taid worth  village.  Here  the  houses, 
which  are  in  a w'retchedly  insanitary  condition,  are  being  recon- 
structed, but  very  slowly.  In  the  Houghton  Rural  District  improve- 
ments have  been  made  to  houses  at  Sunniside,  West  Rainton,  William 
Heui  V Pit,  Leamside,  Warden  Tiaw,  Philadelphia,  Penshaw  I'lace, 
and  at  Newliotfle. 
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Rut,  while  T am  glad  to  he  able  to  |■e[)ol•t  that  impi'ovemeiits 
to  the  housing-  conditions  of  tlie  working  classes  have  been  caj-ried 
out  in  practically  all  the  sanitary  districts  in  the  County — in  some  to 
a very  considerable  extent,  there  are  still  many  insanitary  areas 
and  much  defective  property  requiring  the  attention  of  the  sanitary 
authorities.  In  the  Crook  Urban  District  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  draws  attention  to  Harris’s  Property,  Rilly  Row,  where  prac- 
tically nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  defects,  though  the 
owners  submitted  jdans  for  the  alterations  in  1912.  At  Hewoidh 
Colliery,  in  the  Felling  Urban  District,  the  imijrovements  to  the 
defective  property  are  being  cai’ried  out  very  slowly,  and  nothing 
has  been  done  to  im})rove  Pump  Row  and  Sunderland  Terrace.  In 
the  Tanheld  Uihaii  District,  although  defects  in  4:2  liouses  were 
remedied  dui’ing  the  year  and  b dwelling  houses  made  habitable 
after  the  issuing  of  closing  orders,  attention  is  drawn  to  the  large 
amount  of  defective  pi'operty  in  the  district.  In  the  Whickham 
Url)an  Distiict  impi-ovements  ai'e  needed  in  the  whole  of  the  western 
part  of  the  village  of  Swalwell.  In  Poor-house  Yard,  in  the  same 
district,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  having  urged  for  several  yeai-s 
tlie  necessity  of  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  housing  in 
this  area,  ol)tained  a dehnite  piomise  that  the  defects  would  be 
remedied,  and  a commencement  was  made  Init  the  work  has  Ijeen 
sto|»j)ed.  As  the  mattei'  is  one  of  consideralde  im])ortance  it  is 
suggested  that  steps  sliouhl  ])e  taken  immediately  to  enforce  the 
requii'ements  of  the  sanitary  authority.  Re}iorting  ou  tlie  sanitaiw 
condition  of  tlie  Chester-le-Street  Rui’al  District,  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  diaws  attention  to  the  large  number  of  jiooi'  houses  at 
Hui'umoor,  and  es])ecially  those  in  Long  Row.  The  houses  in  this 
village  he  considers  should  be  I'eliuilt.  In  the  ])arish  of  Harraton 
the  houses  in  the  Square,  Fatfield.  and  the  Long  and  Short  Rows, 
Nova  Scotia,  are  again  unfavourably  commented  on,  and  it  is  stated 
that  there  are  othei-  houses  in  this  township  which  are  unfit  foi- 
human  habitation.  With  respect  to  Lumley,  the  report  states  that 
‘‘  Many  old  luaises  still  stand  in  this  township,  such  as  Uissey  Pig 
Row,  Pai'adise,  New  Lhester,  Hood’s  Fold,  Woodman's  Place,  and 
'■  Heron’s  Row.  Really  the  whole  of  the  ai'eas  occiqiied  by  these 
houses  should  be  cleared,  and  new  houses  ei'ccted  on  a jiroiierlv 
(‘onceived  ])lan.  and  unless  and  until  this  idea  is  cari'ied  out  it  is 
“ lisi'less  tinkei’ing  with  Lumlev.  4’he  village  is  Avell  situated. 
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(U.seayc*  is  not  prevalent,  bnt  those  areas  mentioned  are  over" 
crowded,  the  houses  ai'e  dani]»,  badly  lighted  and  equally  badly 
‘‘  ventilated,  and  these  conditions  are  ])Otent  factors  in  dissemination 
“ of  tubercle  in  all  its  forms  when  once  a tubei'cular  subject  resides 
*■  in  any  of  the  houses  I have  just  mentioned/’  In  addition  to  these 
(lefects  the  sewej'age  system  does  not  appear  to  be  satisfactory  and 
the  water  supply  has  been  deficient  for  years,  though  it  is  hoped  tliat 
the  lattei-  will  shoi'tly  be  remedied. 

In  the  Sunderhuid  Riu-al  District  tliere  are  many  defective  houses 
at  Hyho])e.  It  is  stated  that  an  angements  have  been  come  to  with 
the  Ryhope  (’oal  C'ompany  to  caivry  out  extensive  alterations  to 
houses  ins])ected  in  1912,  and  tliat  when  these  are  completed  it  is 
expected  that  other  insanitary  projierty,  insjiected  in  1913  and  also 
belonging  to  the  conqiany  will  be  taken  in  hand. 

In  February,  1913,  the  Local  (Tovernment  Board  held  an  inquiry 
at  Benheldside  with  respect  to  the  representation  of  the  County 
Council,  under  Section  lU  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act, 
1909,  that  the  Bentieldside  Frban  District  Council  had  failed  to 
exercise  theii*  powers  under  I'art  II.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890.  Full  particulars  relating  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  inquiry  and  the  decision  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  are  given  in  my  last  annual  re})ort.  Up  to  the  end 
of  tlie  yeai'  no  further  improvements  had  been  carried  out  to  the 
houses  in  the  area  in  question. 

STREETS. 

Throughout  the  County  there  are  still  many  streets  and 
secondai'v  means  of  access  to  the  houses  in  a most  unsatisfactoi’V 

V t' 

condition,  and  these  remarks  a])ply  not  only  to  the  streets  in  tlie 
colliery  villages,  where  not  many  years  ago  it  was  quite  a comnio)i 
})ractice  to  erect  houses  without  any  attempt  to  construct  street 
works,  but  to  those  in  connection  witli  new  property  in  both  the 
urban  and  rural  districts.  In  the  winter  months  these  streets  are 
a veritable  quagmire,  while  in  the  summer  they  are  a positive 
danger  to  health.  The  injurious  effect  of  these  unmade  streets, 
and  with  winch  should  be  included  the  unpaved  yards,  on  the  healtli 
of  the  occupants  of  houses  is,  I am  glad  to  find,  Ijeconiing  realised, 
for,  although  many  of  the  reports  of  the  district  Medical  Officers  of 
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llealtli  draw  attention  to  the  insanitai')’  condition  oi‘  the  street«  in 
their  respective  districts,  othei's  ai'C  aljle  to  record  many  improve- 
ments in  this  direction.  Thus,  in  the  lirandon,  Chester-le-Street, 
and  Crook  Urban  Districts  a number  of  streets  have  been 
made  u})  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act.  In  the  Consett 
Urban  District  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reports  that  it  i.s  the 
})olicy  of  the  Council  to  construct  impervious  surfaces  to  the 
streets,  and  eighteen  roadAvays  have  been  laid  with  tar-macadam. 
In  the  Ryton  Urban  District  several  streets  mentioned  in  previous 
reports  have  been  remedied,  and  others  are  being  made  up  under  the 
Piivate  Street  Works  Act,  but  a number  of  streets  at  Crawerook, 


Woodside  Bank  Top  and  in  other  parts  of  this  district  are  greatly 
in  need  of  attention.  Albion  Street,  in  the  Willington  Urban  Dis- 
trict, has  been  done  up  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  but 
many  of  the  back  streets  in  the  town  and  in  the  colliery  rows  reci[uire 
making  up,  channelling  and  paving.  In  the  llebburn  Urban  Dis- 
trict the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  repoiTs  that  the  sind'ace  of  the 
roads  and  streets  from  end  to  end  of  the  district  is  in  a very  unsatis- 


factory condition,  and  that  the  continuation  of  Argyle  Street  through 
the  colliery  is  in  a deplorable  state.  In  the  Iletton-le-Hole  Urban 
District  it  is  reported  that  many  of  the  roads  urgently  need  atten- 
tion. In  the  Houghton-le-Spring  Urban  District  plans  and  speciti- 
cations  for  the  making  up  of  a number  of  private  streets  are  being 
pre})ared  : tlieii'  present  coiidition  is  said  to  be  very  unsatisfactory. 
In  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  the  total  number  of  lineal 
yards  of  private  streets  i)roi)erly  made  up  wTth  either  tar-macadam 
or  macadam  during  the  year  Avas  4,798.  At  Sacriston  the  making 
up  of  41  streets  is  in  hand.  In  the  Easington  Rural  District  a 
number  of  streets  at  Castle  Eden  CollierA'  and  at  Station  Town  have 
been  made  up  and  plans  are  being  prepa]’ed  for  the  carrving  out  of 
similar  work  in  many  other  parts  of  the  district.  Sti’eet  improve- 
ments have  also  been  caniod  out  in  the  Houghton  and  Lnnehester 
Rural  Districts;  in  the  latter  district  there  are  a number  of  back 
streets  which  are  in  need  of  attention.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Sedgefield  Rural  District  also  i-ecords  considerable 
improvements,  though  the  Avork  lias  been  coiffined  to  tlie  toAvushijts 
of  ('liiltun  and  Eerryhill.  In  the  South  Shields  Rural  District 
attention  is  again  di'awn  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  a number 
of  stri'ots. 
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Many  of  tlie  .ro])()i-ts  of  tlu-  distiicl  .Medical  Otticei's  of  Uealtii 
make  no  eoiimieiit  on  the  condition  of  streets  in  tlieir  area. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

In  iieai  ly  all  the  rej^orts  of  the  iNledical  Officers  of  Health,  tvhile 
it  is  stated  that  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  inspected,  in  the 
niajoi’ity  little  is  said  about  their  structural  condition,  the  improve- 
ments effected  during  the  year  and  the  arrangements  for  ensuring 
cleanliness  in  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the  milk.  Jhit  in  a 
nunil)er  of  the  leports,  and  more  particularly  those  relating  to  the 
urban  districts,  the  premises  in  which  milk  is  stored  and  retailed 
are  stated  in  many  instances  to  be  quite  unsuitable  for  the  ])urpose. 

That  milk  as  an  article  of  food  requires  special  care  has  not 
yet,  I fear,  been  fully  recognized  by  those  engaged  in  this  inipoi'tant 
industry,  and  although  pro})er  facilities  are  necessary  to  ensure 
cleanliness,  the  difficulty  which  lies  in  the  rvay  of  improving  the 
pireseiit  imsatisfactory  conditions  under  w'hich  milk  is  produced  and 
retailed,  is  largely  due  to  tlie  fact  that  dairymen  as  a class,  wdiile 
ignoring  principles  of  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  milk,  the  }>rac- 
tice  of  wiiich  is  of  such  vital  importance,  tenaciously  cling  to  their 
faulty  methods  wdiich  have  been  handed  down  fi'om  one  generation 
to  another. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  slaughter-houses  ai“e  stated  to  be  regularly  inspected  and 
several  improvements  have  been  cariied  out.  In  t\vo  or  three 
instances  the  license  was  not  renerved  orviiig  to  the  unsuitability  of 
the  ])remises,  while  t)thers  rvere  withheld  pending  certain  impi'ove- 
ments  to  the  premises.  In  many  instances  the  slaughtering  is  done 
in  the  shop  or  under  the  same  roof,  or  on  premises  quite  unsuitable 
for  the  piu'pose,  but  so  far  as  tlieir  structural  condition  rvill  allow, 
the  premises  are  said  to  be  ke])t  fairly  eleaii.  The  difficulty  of 
adequately  sujier vising  tlie  ins|)ection  of  meat  is  refen-ed  to  in  some 
of  the  rejioi’ts,  and,  whet'e  jji'acticable,  the  provision  of  public  al>at- 
toirs  is  advised.  In  the  Borough  of  Darlington  notices  have  been 
served  on  all  unlicensed  premises  requiring  them  to  make  applica- 
tion for  licenses.  The  removal  of  offal  is  undertaken  by  the  local 
authoi'ity  in  sevei'al  instances.  In  distiicts  wlieie  difficulties  have 
arisen  in  this  connectio]i  siniihu-  ai'i’angements  might  ])ossil)ly  be 
made  with  advantage. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

In  only  a few  re])ort.s  is  airy  detailed  reference  made  to  the 
sanitary  circnmstances  of  tliese  places,  bnt  they  appear  to  be 
inspected  regidarly,  and  when  nuisances  were  found  immediate  steps 
were  taken  to  al:)ate  them.  The  general  sanitar}’  condition  of  the 
workshops  in  the  County  appears  to  be  fairly  satisfactoiy  and  appar- 
ently very  few  ‘"CDut-workers ’’  are  employed  in  the  home  work  of 
the  kind  scheduled  under  the  provisions  of  the  Factoi'y  and  Work- 
shops Act.  Copies  of  the  statistical  tables  issued  by  tlie  Secretary 
of  State  for  inclusion  in  the  annual  repoi'ts  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  have  been  received. 


MIDWIYES  ACT. 


The  total  number  of  births  registered  diu'ing  the  year  was 
29,778,  and  of  these  4,454:  or  nearly  15  per  c^nt.  were  attended  by 
midwives.  Up  to  the  31st  December  the  nnniber  of  certified  mid- 
wives in  the  C'ounty  was  241,  and  of  tliese  1G3  notitied  their  intention 
to  practise.  Of  the  confinements  attended  by  midwives,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  in  12  per  cent,  the  midwives  in  attendance  were  trained, 
the  remainder  being  bonaffide  midwives  certified  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Boai'd.  ddie  nnnibe]'  of  midwives  in  the  County  holding 


certificates  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  in  virtue  of  their  having 
{)as.sed  the  examination  of  some  recognised  authority  is  8G.  The 
number  of  notitications  of  still-births  reported  was  110.  Medical 
help  was  sent  for  on  2 GO*  occasions,  as  against  170  in  1912.  The 
deaths  of  4 mothers  and  17  children  occurred  in  the  ])ractice  of 
midwives;  in  every  case  caiuful  enqniiies  ivere  made  by  the 
County  iMidwives  Inspector  as  to  tlie  cause  of  death. 

Only  4 cases  of  puei}»eral  fever  in  the  j)ractice  of  midwives 
were  reported  during  the  year.  ITie  cases  were  inquired  into  and 
in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  district 
precautionary  steps  wei'e  taken  to  preveid  the  occnn-ence  of  other 


cases. 


Ubiir  midwives  died  dining  tlie  yeaiy  foni-  intimated  their 
intention  to  reliiupiish  ])i'actice  on  accoind'  of  ill-liealth.  and  one  has 
left  the  County. 

Formal  waiaiings  were  sent  to  7 midwives  for  failing  to  complv 
with  the  lilies  of  the  ('entral  Mid  wives  Board,  and  one  case  was 
repoi'ted  to  the  Board  for  serious  misconduct. 
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Sixty-tive  visits  by  tlio  County  Midwives  Inspector  were  })aid 
to  iincertitied  women  alleg'ed  to  be  illegally  carrying  on  tlie  practice 
of  midwiferv.  Seven  were  forniallv  warned,  and  airainst  three  [)ro- 
ceedings  were  taken  and  convictions  obtained. 

Correspondence  has  taken  place  during  the  year  with  the 
Insurance  Commissioners  with  reference  to  imcertihed  midwifery 
jjractice  and  “ Maternity  Beneht,”  from  which  it  would  appear  that 
most  Approved  Societies  have  a rule  requiring  attendance  either  by 
a registered  practitioner  or  a certified  midwife.  But  the  rule  does 
not  authorize  the  Societies  to  refuse  payment  of  benefit  where  an 
uncertitied  midwife  has  been*  in  attendance,  except  in  cases  wdiere 
both  husband  and  wife  are  insured  members  of  the  same  Society  or 
in  which  both  parties  are  guilty  of  a deliberate  breach  of  the  rule. 

As  it  is  for  the  Society  to  determine  whether  its  rules  have  been 
infringed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  rules  Avill  be  reasonably  inter- 
preted, so  as  to  ensure  that  every  woman  at  her  confinement  shall 
have,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  the  best  attendance  procurable,  which 
is  surely  the  primary  object  of  the  “maternity  beneht.” 


Two  scholarshi]is  for  training  in  midwifery  were  awarded  duriii 


(r 


the  year. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

T1  le  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  during 
tlie  year  was  1,069.  The  tigure  includes  '22b  samples  sent  by  the 
local  officials  of  the  Boroughs  of  Darlington  (146),  Jarrow  (41)  and 
Stockton  (38),  but -does  not  include  samples  from  the  Borough  of 
Hartlepool  and  the  City  of  Durham. 

Of  the  1,069  samples  105  or  9'8  per  cent.,  as  against  8'52  per 
cent,  in  1912,  w^ere  found  to  be  adulterated  or  below  the  standard. 
The  number  examined  each  quarter  and  the  results  are  here  given  ; — 

Sample.s  Not  Proportion  per 

examined.  genuine.  cent,  not  genuine 


1st  Quarter  244  ...  25  ...  10’ 24 

2nd  Quarter  280  ...  30  ...  10’ 71 

3rd  Quarter  217  ...  18  ...  ' 9*04 

4th  t()u^^i4er  328  ...  32  ...  9’75 


1,069  105  9’82 
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Of  the  1,069  samples 

755  were  food 

stuffs,  239 

wines  and 

sfiii'its,  and  75  <lrugs.  The 

projiortion  found  to  be  adulterated  or 

below  the  standard  is  given 

in  the  following 

table,  wliei  e 

the  results 

are  compared  Avith  those  of 

1912. 

Samples 

Nol 

Proportion  per  cent. 

examined. 

genuine. 

not  genuine. 

1913. 

1912. 

Foods  755 

88 

ir6 

9‘3 

Wines  & Spirits  239 

13 

5‘4 

6' 3 

Drugs  75 

4 

5'3 

7' 2 

1,069 

f 

1Q5 

9-8 

8’5 

Tho  foregoing  table  shows  that  since  191*2  the  amount  of  adul- 
teration of  articles  of  food  has  increased,  whereas  in  the  case  of 
Avines  and  spirits  and  drugs  it  has  decreased,  the  nett  result  repre- 
senting an  increase  of  about  15  j)er  cent. 

'Idle  756  articles  of  food  included  326  of  milk,  and  in  the  table 
given  beloAv  the  results  of  the  analyses  are  shoivn,  from  Avhich  it  Avill 
be  seen  that  a very  large  proportion  (2 2' 3 per  cent.)  of  samples  of 
milk  was  beloAv  the  standard.  In  1912  the  proportion  of  samples 
found  to  be  not  genuine  amounted  to  16‘4  per  cent.,  so  that  the 
sophistication  of  the  milk  sn]>ply  of  the  County,  as  judged  from  these 
returns,  is  not  only  extensive  but  lias  increased  during  the  jiresent 
year  by  36  per  cent. 


Samples  of  milk 
examined. 

Below 

standard. 

Proportion  per  cent, 
below  the  standard. 

A 

" 1913. 

1912.  ' 

1st  Quarter 

90 

22 

25-5 

19*2 

2iid  Quarter 

93 

23 

247 

19*4 

3rd  Chiarter 

53  ... 

12 

22-6 

20*2 

4th  Quarter 

90  ... 

16  ... 

177 

8*2 

326 

73 

22-3 

16-4 

Other  articles  of  food  submitted  to  the  analyst  included  amongst 
others: — Butter  (90),  lard  (56),  pepper  (43),  jam  (37),  ginger  (36), 
cheese  (29),  sweets  (15),  cinnamon  (13),  yeast  (13),  mace  (11),  meal 
and  hour  (10),  olive  oil  (10),  liaking  jtowder  (8),  ground  almonds 
(7),  and  rice  (6). 
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'riie  adnihiist ration  of  the  Aet  in  the  Boruugh  of  IJai'tlepool  and 
in  the  City  of  Durham  is  carried  out  indepeudently  of  the  County 
(fouucil.  With  res})ect  to  the  remaining  non-county  boroughs, 
namely  Darlington,  Stockton  and  Jarrow,  the  sani})le,s  are,  by 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council,  taken  by  their  local  officials, 
while  in  the  rest  of  the  County  they  are  submitted  by  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  who  directly  reports  to  the 
Ifxecutive  Committee  of  the  Comity  Council. 

i 

In  the  following  statement  is  given  the  number  of  samples  taken 
for  analysis  in  the  Boroughs  and  in  the  rest  of  the  area  under  the 
County  jurisdiction.  The  table  shows  that  the  number  of  samples 
from  the  Boroughs  varied  from  1 in  dOO  to  1 in  1,377  of  the  popula- 
tion, that  in  the  rest  of  the  County  area  (exclusive  of  the  Borough 
of  Hartlepool  and  the  City  of  Durham)  the  ju'oportion  was  1 in  933, 
and  in  the  whole  of  the  Administrative  County  (less  Hartlepool  and 
Durham)  1 in  873,  or  1 in  811  if  80  informal  samples  be  included. 
In  the  provinces  of  England  and  \Vales  in  1912 — these  are  the  last 
hgures  available — the  ratio  of  samples  analysed  to  the  population 
of  1911  was  1 in  381,  and  over  the  whole  country  the  average  was 


Samples 

Ratio  of  samples 
taken  to  the  total 

Darlington  

taken. 

])opulation. 

14G 

1 in  400 

Jarrow  

41 

1 in  819 

Stockton  

38 

1 ini, 377 

Rest  of  the  Administrative 
t'ounty  (less  Hartlepool 

and  Durham)  

844 

1 in  933 

Administrative  County  (less 

Hartlepool  aiid  Durham) 

1,0G9 

1 in  872 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MILK  AND  CREAM)  REGULATIONS, 

1912. 

All  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  tlie  public  analyst  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  are  examined  for  the  presence  of  pi'cservatives, 
l)ut  except  in  the  case  of  the  Borough  of  Harth'iiool  no  action  ap])ears 
to  have  been  taken  under  the  above  regulations  during  the  year. 


71 


These  regulations,  inter  alia,  pi'ovide  that  no  preservative  shall  be 
added  to  milk,  and  no  preservati\'e  to  cream  unless  the  cream  is  sold 
as  preserved  cream  and  contains  at  least  35  per  cent,  by  weigdit 
of  milk  fat.  The  preservatives  which  may  be  added  are  limited  to 
l)oric  acid,  borax,  or  a mixture  of  these  preservative  substances  or 
hydrogen  })eroxides,  and  the  regulations  sjiecify  that  the  nature  of 
the  preservative  added  to  the  cream  must  be  stated  on  the  label 
affixed  to  the  receptacle  containing  the  cream,  together  with  the 
amount  of  boric  acid  when  tjiis  , substance  or  borax  is  the  preservative 
used.  The  addition  of  any  thickening  substance  to  cream  or  pre- 
served cream  is  also  prohibited. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  ENQUIRIES. 


The  following  Local  Government  Board  Enquiries  were  held 
during  the  year  into  applications  from  local  authorities  in  the 
County  for  loans  for  sanitary  purposes  and  other  matters  of 
sanitary  import  : — 


1913.  j Applicant. 


Amount. 


Puri>ose. 


Result. 


Jan.  2 


9 9 


9 


Feb.  19 


Blaydon  Urban  ' £5,220 
District  ; 

Council.  I 


Dai’lington  ! £7,548 

Town  Council. 


I 

Darlington  £6,028 

1'own  Council,  j and 

£8,382 


Durham  County 
Council. 


r?— r 


Firection  of  Working- 
Class  Dwellings,  and 
also  for  Board’s  con- 
sent to'  the  appro- 
priation of  certain 
lands  situate  at 
Tongue  Burns  Farm 
for  i)urposes  of  Part 
111.  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890'. 

Provision  of  Allot- 
ments, Open  Spaces, 
and  a Highway 
Depot  and  the  con- 
struction of  a New 
Itoad  (as  a continua- 
tion of  Pierremont 
Road)  in  the  Cocker- 
beck  Valley. 

Private  Street  Im- 
provement, and,  for 
purposes  of  their 
Water  Undertaking, 
including  the  erec- 
tion of  Wo  r k m en  ’ s 
Cottages. 

Complaint  under  Sec- 
tion 10  of  the 
Housing  and  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act, 
1909,  that  the  Urban 
District  Council  of 
Benfieldside  had 
failed  to  exercise 
their  powers  under 
Sections  17  and  18  of 
the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning,  c%c., 
Act,  1909,  in  refer- 
ence to  certain  pre- 
mises in  the  Bottle 
Bank  Area. 


Loan  of 
£4,822 
saiiCiioned. 


Lrian  sanc- 
lioned. 


Loans  of 
£5,358  and 
£8,302 
sanctioned. 


No  Order 
made,  but 
Board  sug- 
gested and 
urged  a line 
of  action 
which  has  in 
part  been 
adopted. 
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1913. 

Applicant. 

Amount. 

Pui’po.se. 

Result. 

P^eb.  21 

Cliester-le-Street 
Urban  and 
Rural  District 
Councils. 

Application  for  tlie 
issue  of  a Provisional 
Order  forming  the 
Urban  District  of 
Chester  - le  - Street, 
and  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict of  ChesteT-le- 
Street  into  a United 
District  for  the  pro- 
vision of  hospital 
accommodation  for 
infectious  disease. 

Provisional 

Order 

issued. 

‘^6 
,,  —VJ 

Benfieldside 
Urban  Disti’ict 
Council. 

e 11,000 

Purposes  of  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal 
in  Parish  of  Eb- 
ch ester. 

Loan 

sanctioned. 

Apr.  22 

Chest-er-le-Street 
Rural  District 

C ouncil . 

£29,500 

A Scheme  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working 

Classes  Act,  1890, 
for  the  purchase  of 
land  and  the  erec- 
tion of  Working- 
Class  Dwellings  in 
the  Parish  of  Pelton. 

Loan 

sanctioned. 

May  7 

Easington  Rural 
District 

Council . 

£17,300 

Works  of  Sewerage  for 
t h e contributory 
places  of  Castle 
Eden,  Hutton 

Henry,  Alonk  Hesle- 
den  and  Wingate. 

Application 
amended 
and  loan  of 
£21,500 
sanctioned. 

27 

55  f 

Easington  Rural 
District 

Council. 

£13,000 

Erection  of  an  Infec- 
tious Diseases  Hos- 
pital at  Thorpe  near 
Easington. 

Loan  of 
£12,989 
sanctioned. 

Aug.  5 

Sedgefield  Rural 
District 
Council. 

£5,500 

Purposes  of  a Scheme 
under  Part  III.  of 
the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Cla.sses 

Act,  1890,  for  the 
purchase  of  land  and 
the  _ erection  of 

Working  -Class 
Dwellings  in  the 
Parish  of  Trimdon. 

Loan  of 
£,5,417 
sanctioned. 
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Applicant. 

Amount. 

Ruri>o.se. 

Hartlepool 

Town  Council . 

£1,160 

Scheme  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890. 

Durham  Rural 
District 

Council. 

£2,100 

Works  of  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  for 
the  Village  of  Lud- 
worth  in  the  Town- 
ship of  S'hadforth. 

Stockton  Rural 
District 

Council. 

£500 

Sewerage  for  the 

Parish  of  Norton. 

1 

! Sea  ham  Harhour 
Urban  District 
Council. 

£9,577 

Scheme  under  Part 
HI.  of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working 

Clas.ses  Act,  1890, 
lor  the  purchase  of 
land  and  the  erec- 
tion of  Working- 
Class  Dwellings. 

Auckland,  Shil- 
don  and  Will- 
ington  Joint 
Hotspital 

Board. 

£5,600 

'Lhe  erection  of  Pav- 
ilions for  the  treat- 
ment of  Tuberculosis 
at  the  Infectiou.s 
Diseases  Hospitals  at 
Tindale  Crescent  and 
Helmington  Row. 

j Durham  Rui’al 
District 
Council. 

£2,700 

Works  of  Water  Sup- 
ply for  the  Township 
of  Cassop-cum-Quar- 
rington  and  Coxhoe. 

Sunderland 

Rural  District 
Council. 

£.3,060 

To  meet  excess  ex- 
penditure incurred 
in  connection  with 
the  extension  of 
their  Infectious  Dis- 
ea.ses  Hospital. 

South  .Shields 
Rural  Di.strict 
Council. 

£2,000 

Works  of  Sewerage  for 
Parish  of  Boldon 
Colliery,  including 
the  execution  of 

woi’ks  in  the  Parisli 
of  Boldon. 

i South  Shields 
Rural  District 
Council. 

1 

i 

£9,950 

AVorks  of  Sewerage  for 
Parish  of  Boldon, 
including  the  execu- 
tion of  works  in  tlie 
Parish  of  AVliitburn. 

Result. 


Application 
amended 
and  loan  of 
£890 

sanctioned. 

Application 
amended 
and  loan  of 
£2,17‘2 
sanctioned. 

Application 
amended 
and  loan  of 
£450 

■sanctioned. 

Application 
amended 
and  loan  of 
£10,172 
sanctioned. 


Loan 

sanctioned. 


Application 
amended 
and  loa  ■ . of 
£2,782 
sanctioned 

Loan  of 
£2,660 
sanctioned. 


Loan 

sanctioned. 


Application 
amended 
and  loan  of 
£12,000 
sanctioned. 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  ENQUIRIES. 

The  following  enquiries  bearing  on  public  health  administration 
were  held  by  the  County  Council  during  1913  : — 


1918. 

. 

p p lie  cl  n t . 

Subject  of  Enquiry. 

Result. 

May  7 

Ha  swell  Parish 
Council. 

Application  for  altera- 
tion of  Boundaries 
of  Parish  so  as  to  in- 
clude portion  of 
Parishes  of  East 
Murton  and  HaAV- 
t borne. 

Application 
acceded  to. 

July  SO 

Ryton  Urban 
District 

Council. 

A])plication  for  amal- 
gamation of  Parishes 
of  Ryton,  Pyton 
A'oodside  and  CraAA- 
crook. 

Application 
acceded  to. 

Nov.  5 

Neville’s  Cross 
J^arisli  Conncil. 

Application  for  Ex- 

tension of  Boundar- 
ies by  inclnding 
portions  of  the 

Parish  of  Bearpark 
and  St.  OsAA'ald’s. 

Application 
acceded  to. 

On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  tables  giving  the  chief  vital 
statistics  of  the  Administrative  County,  a chart  showing  for  each 
month  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic 
diseases,  and  a table  giving  the  monthly  average  rainfall  in  certain 
stations  in  the  north-east  of  Phygland.  At  the  end  of  the  summary 
are  tables  relating  to  the  vital  statistics  of  the  several  sanitarv 
districts. 


Tabulated  Statement  of  the  Chief  A^ital  Statisiics  of  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham, 
COMPILED  from  THE  MONTHLY  ReTURNS  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  CoUNTY  MeDICAL 

Officer  by  the  Registrars,  1913. 
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Tahlk  shewing,  for  each  month,  the  number  of  Births,  the  number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes, 

AND  the  number  OF  DEATHS  FR.OM  THE  ClIIEF  ^YMOTIC  DlSEASF^S  IN  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE 

County  of  Durham,  during  1913. 
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BOROUGHS. 

DARLINGTON. 

S.  G.  Mostyn,  M.B.,  D. P. H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

.58,295 

57,104 

Birth-rate  

•>6-67 

25  -50 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

13-80 

12-48 

Death-rate  (Standardized) . . 

13-95 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1-09 

0-98 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

0-96 

0-94 

'I’otal  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

1-51 

1-40 

rate  

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

1-63 

1 -55 

births 

93 

84 

Infectiovs  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notifications  .. 

719 

7 48 

.Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever  .. 

288 

506 

Diphtheria 

129 

53 

Fevers  ( Enteric,  &c. ) 

11 

10 

Puerperal  fever 

4 

1 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

392 

539 

Measles  . . 

(9) 

(14) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrluea  and  Enteritis 

(6) 

(15) 

(under  2 years) 

(29) 

(8) 

General  Sanitation. 

Wafer  Supply. — Tlie  Bovougli  (lerives  its  sup])ly  fi'om  the  T\iver 
Tees.  Jk'fore  distriliutioii  tlie  water  is  |nii'itied  liv  ])assiiio’  it  over 
hlter  beds.  Tlie  quality  of  tlie  watei'  varies,  l)ut  so  far  as  can  lie 
judged  from  a chemical  aud  mieroscoi)ical  examiiiatioii  the  watei’ 
is  said  to  be  satisfactory. 


Sewerage. — The  sewage  farm  to  whicli  the  sewage  of  the  liorough 
is  conveyed  is  situated  in  the  Skeriie  Valley  aliout  a mile  to  the 
south  of  the  town.  A scheme  for  the  re-orgauisatioii  of  the 
‘Guethods  of  sewage  disposal/^  referred  to  in  tlie  last  annual  rejiort 
of  tlie  iNledical  Officer  of  Health,  has  been  decided  on,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  shortly  be  commenced.  There  are  1,2GT  old  jnivy 
middens,  (),r>()0  small  ash])it-])rivies,  510  sepaiaite  ash])its,  172  privy 
]»ans,  and  7,44-1-  water-closets  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year 
5()2  watei'-closcts  were  substituted  for  ashpit-privies. 

Searengi ng. — The  contents  of  the  ash-closets  are  enqitied  once 
a week  and  the  larger  inidden-])i  ivies  about  once  in  three  weeks. 
Dr.  Mostyn  again  di'aws  attention  to  the  fact  that  these  ])rivies  are 
a nuisance  to  the  public  health  and  a source  of  serious  food  ])olliition. 

Ifau.sing. — (a)  Xew  Houses:  200  wi're  eiaaded  and  occupii'd 
during  the  year,  (h)  Insanitary  Ih'opinly:  It  is  .statefl  that  1 ,2t5f 
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liouses  were  iiuspected,  and  101  notices  (75  infovnial)  wei’e  served 
under  tlie  Public  Health  Acts,  1875,  but  the  particulars  I'equired 
under  Article  ^ . of  tlie  liousino-  (Ins])ection  of  Histiict)  begulutions 
are  not  o-iven,  and  a|)})ai'ently  no  action  was  taken  under  Section  15 
of  the  Housing,  I’own  Planning,  Etc.,  Act.,  1909. 

A^i//.stt/u;('.s-.— 1,551  nuisances  were  abated  during  the  year,  and 
of  these  485  I'elated  to  structural  defects  in  houses,  and  77  to 
defective  yard  })aving. 

('onmion  Jjjdying-liousfs. — Thei'e  are  10  coininon  lodging-houses. 
The  bye-laws  relating  to  these  }»laces  are  fairly  well  obsei'ved. 

])ai)i(;s,  (dowsJicds  and  Mdhdiopi^.- — ^There  are  4.3  cowkeepers  and 
103  })urveyors  of  milk  on  the  register.  The  various  premises  were 
frequently  inspected  during  the  year. 

SlaiKjliter-Iiouse.'i There  are  37  slaughtei--houses  in  the  Borough, 

and  of  these  11  are  licensed.  The  number  of  butchers  who  slaughter 
in  the  37  slaughter-houses  is  04.  Notices  wei'e  served  on  the  owners 
of  the  unlicensed  ])remises  requiring  them  to  make  a])plication  for 
licenses.  The  question  of  tlie  provision  of  a public  abbatoir  is  under 
consideration. 

Food  and  Drugs. — During  the  year  148  samples  were  submitted 
to  the  ]»ul>lic  analyst,  namely  54  of  milk,  50  of  spirits  and  44  of 
jirovisions,  etc.  Of  the  148  samples  40  were  found  to  be  adulterated 
or  below  the  standard,  and  these  included  13)  samples  of  milk,  5 of 
spirits  and  4 of  coffee.  With  respect  to  the  adulterated  sam]jles  of 
milk,  proceedings  were  taken  in  three  cases  and  in  one  a conviction 
was  obtained.  Proceedings  were  also  taken  in  two  cases  for  selling 
adulterated  s})irits,  and  in  each  case  the  defendants  Avere  bned  To 
7s.  (id.,  including  costs,  llie  analysis  of  the  41  genuine  sanq)les  of 
milk  gave  an  average  percentage  of  fat  and  non-fatty  solids  of  3’ 54 
and  8’ 85  res])ectively. 

T'nspecfion  of  Food. — About  45,000'  animals  are  slaughtered 
annually  in  the  boi'ough,  and  of  these  about  three-fourtlis  are 
inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughtering.  The  markets,  the  fruit 
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warelioiises  and  shops,  etc.,  are  also  SYsteinatically  ius])ecte(l,  and 
during  tlie  year  nearly  Id  tons  of  meat  and  provisions  were,  after 
ins|)ection,  voluntarily  sui'rendei'ed  a] id  condeimied. 


Offensive  Trades. — The  offensive  trades  now  on  the  I'egister  are 
here  given: — Bone  boiling  (1),  gut  scraping  (2),  trijie  boiling  (1), 
fish  frying  (2),  fellmongering  (1),  fat  rendering  and  tripe  boiling  (d), 
and  fat  rendering  (1).  The  total  number  of  fried  ffsh  shojis  in  the 
liorough  is  d2,  but  all  but  two  were  established  befoi'e  the  Oi'der 


under  which  such  trades  are  scheduled  as  offensive  ti'ades.  Bye-laws 
foi’  the  control  of  offensive  trades  have  been  jirepared  amd  are  about 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  their  approval. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  nundjer  of  workshops  and  work- 
places on  the  register  is  338.  They  wmre  inspected  regularly. 
Whei’e  defects  were  found  notices  w^ere  served,  and  all  but  two  were 
complied  wdth.  There  are  now’  no  tniderganund  bakehouses  in  the 
borough.  Fourteen  notices  w’ere  received  from  II. M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  during  the  vear  referring  to  defects  remedialile  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts;  these  w’ere  attended  to.  Only  8 tradesmen 
supplied  lists  of  out-workers  employed  by  them. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — A Town  Planning  Scheme  for  the  Borough. 

2.  — The  provision  of  a public  abbatoir. 

3.  — The  general  adoption  of  the  water-carriage  system. 

Most  of  the  foregoing  particulars  have  been  abstracted  from  the 
report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


DURHAM. 


xA.  M.  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

191-2. 

Infectious  Diseases-^  Cases  and  ( Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population  . . 

17,5.s0 

17,5.50 

lotal  notihoations 

136 

88 

Birth-rate  

•24-73 

24-78 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Ci  ude) 

16-3iS 

13-96 

Scarlet  fever 

48 

18 

Death-rate  (Standardized), . 

16-23 

— 

Diphtheria  

23 

16 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-OS 

0-85 

Eever.s  (Enteric,  Ac.)  .. 

3 

9 

Phtliisis  death-rate 

0-85 

1-02 

Puerperal  fever  

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles  

nil 

nil 

■J’otal  Tuberculosis  deal  h-ra,te 
Ke.spiratory  diseases  death- 

1-14 

1 -25 

bo 

(2) 

28 

(1) 

rate  

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

2-96 

1 -99 

Whooping  cough  

Diarrhu'a  and  Enteritis  (under 

12) 

(4) 

births  

124 

101 

2 years)  

(13) 

(2) 

CIenkuai.  Sanitation. 

TTc/Zcr  Supply — -Tlie  City  i«  su])plie(.l  with  w;iter  by  the  Weardale 
and  Coiisett  Water  Company.  The  water  is  upland  surface,  and  the 
gathering  grounds  are  in  the  Wear  Valley  District.  To  counteract 
its  idumbo-solvent  action  the  water  is  treated  with  lime.  It  is 
analysed  twice  yearly,  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  its  action  u})on 
lead  is  said  to  be  satisfactory. 

Sewerage  — Not  mentioned , 


Sea venging — Not  mentioned. 


Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  The  numlier  erected  in  1913  was 
13  as  against  20  in  1912,  21  in  1911  and  27  in  1910',  (h)  Insanitary 

Property:  Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
278  houses  were  inspected,  26  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
halhtation,  and  with  respect  to  these  representations  wnre  made. 
Hi  10  cases  Closing  Orders  were  made,  in  6 tlie  dwellings  were  made 
habitable  without  the  making  of  an  Order,  and  3 dwellings  were 
[•ut  into  a satisfactory  condition  after  the  making  of  the  Order,  The 
chief  defects  found  were  dampness  in  floor  and  walls,  defective  roofs, 
spouting  and  windows.  During  the  year  45  ashpit-privies  were  con- 
verted into  water-closets,  leaving  still  580  ashpit-privies  and  93 
ash-closets  in  the  City.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  nuisances 
arising  from  structural  defects  to  houses  (281),  defective  yard  paving 
(6()),  and  defective  and  unsafe  spouting  (50),  were  also  dealt  with 
under  the  Public  Health  xUcts. 


83 


Nuisances. — Otliei’  nuisances  abated  included  defects  in  bouse 
drainage  (lOd),  defective  water-closets  (dd3),  and  40  cases  of  over- 
crowding. Overcrowding/^  writes  Dr.  Yann,  has  l^een  given  a 
great  deal  of  attention  and  is  one  of  our  most  difficult  ])rol)lems.’’ 


Coin moil  Lodging  Houses. — Tliese  are  8 in  iiumber  and  are  under 
close  supervision.  Ten  informal  notices  were  served  to  al)ate 
nuisances. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  nuniljer  of  cowslieds  at 
tlie  present  time  is  4 ; two  notices  were  served  to  aljate  nuisances 
arising  from  dirty  surroundings. 

Slaughter-houses — There  are  14  slaugliter-liouses.  “ Xotwitli- 
“ standing  the  efforts  of  the  Inspector  it  is  difficult/^  writes  Dr. 
Vann,  ^ffio  secure  the  regular  cleansing  and  immediate  removal  of 
“offal  after  slaughtering  which  is  required  by  the  bye-laws.’^ 
Through  lack  of  cleanliness  10  notices  were  served. 

Lhjod,  and  Drugs. — The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the 
analyst  were  15,  and  of  tliese  D1  were  samples  of  milk,  3 of  butter, 
1 of  cheese  and  1 of  whiskey.  No  proceedings  were  taken. 

Daefories  and  Workshops. — The  number  on  the  register  is  now 
199,  including  10  bakehouses,  of  which  one  is  underground.  To 
these  places  310  inspections  were  made  and  28  written  notices  served. 
Tlie  defects  included  want  of  cleanliness  (27),  want  of  ventilation  (1), 
Avant  of  drainage  of  floors  (1),  other  nuisances  (42),  insufficient  or 
unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  (5),  and  for  breach  of  special 
requirements  of  bakehouses  (10). 


Sanitary  1\  EquiRE:\iENTS . 


None  speciall}’  mentioned. 
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HARTLEPOOL. 

J.  Dickinson  Leigh,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P. H., 
Medical  Officer  of  tlealth. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infections  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths) . 

1913. 

1912. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

21,152 

21,050 

'J’otal  notifications 

115 

83 

Birth-rate  

30-92 

30-73 

Small  pox . . 

nil 

4 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

18-58 

17-05 

Scarlet  fever 

23 

29 

Death-rate  (.Standardized) 

18-96 

— 

Diphtheria  

fi 

6 

Zvraotic  death-rate 

2-41 

0-71 

Fevers  (Enteric, <tc.) 

1 

nil. 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-71 

0-61 

Puerperal  fever  

nil. 

nil. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death- 

Cases  treated  at  Hospital  . . 

<) 

10 

rate  

1-37 

1-94 

Measles  

(20) 

(10) 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Whooping  cough  

(9) 

(nil.) 

rate  

3-31 

2-47 

Diarrlnea  and  Enteritis  (under 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

2 Years)  

(15) 

(4) 

1,000  births  

144 

106 

General  Sanitation. 

Wafer  Supply. — Tlie  Borough  is  supplied  by  the  Hartlepool  Gas 
and  Water  Co.  The  water  is  derived  from  a series  of  borings  in  the 
magnesian  limestone  at  West  Hartlepool.  Recent,  analysis  shows 
that  the  water  contains  30'  degrees  of  permanent  and  32^  of  total 
hardness,  and  7’T2  grains  per  gallon  of  chlorine,  but  although  the 
water  is  hard  the  analysis  shows  that  it  is  free  from  organic  impuri- 
ties. For  domestic  and  trade  pui'poses  26  and  16  gallons  respectively 
are  supplied.  For  washing,  the  inhabitants  rely  largely  on  stored 
rain  water. 


ScLcerage. — Not  mentioned,  exce[)t  that  the  water-carriage 
system  is  adopted  throughout  the  toAvn.  There  is  an  almost  complete 
absence  of  enteric  fever. 


Scavenging. — This  work  is  carried  out  satisfactorilv.  The  refuse 

v‘ 

is  removed  in  covered  carts,  and  about  9,360  tons  are  consumed 
vearlv  at  the  destructor. 


Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : 2 were  built  and  occupied  during 
the  year,  (b)  Insanitary  Property : Under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations  142  houses  were  inspected,  and  of  these  92 
Avere  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation.  A scheme  for  dealing 
Avith  these  houses  is  uoaa-  under  consideration.  TTie  piincipal  defects 
Avere  general  dampness,  dilapidations,  insufficient  air  space  and  Avant 


of  tliroiigli  veiitilutioii.  A Louse  in  Silver  Street  ^Yas  closed,  and 
undei-  the  Public  Health  Acts  a large  number  of  sanitary  defects  in 
connection  with  d\vellings  were  remedied. 


Nuimiiccs. — The  number  of  nuisances  abated  after  informal 
(dht)  and  formal  (37)  notices,  was  401. 


Cointiion  Lodging  Rouses. — There  are  7 common  lodging-houses; 
on  the  whole  they  are  ke]>t  faii'ly  clean,  but  most  of  them  are  struc- 
turally unfit  for  the  jjur})Ose  they  are  used.  They  are  kept  under 
close  observation. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  MUkshops. — All  milk  is  now  imported  into 
the  town  and  is  distributed  by  persons  selling  milk  only  8,  confec- 
tioners 3,  restaurants  2,  general  dealers  10,  factories  3,  ice  cream 
shops  2,  butchers  1 and  grocers  2. 


Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1913,  four  samples  were  sub- 
mitted to  a bacteriological  examination,  but  all  Avere  found  to  be 
free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 


Slaughter-houses. — There  are  22  registered  and  11  licensed 
slaughter-houses;  general  condition  not  mentioned,  but  it  is  stated 
that  “ with  so  many  slaughter-houses  it  is  impossible  to  adequately 
“ supervise  the  inspection  of  meat.’^ 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  18  fried  tish  shops. 

Food  and  Drugs. — The  tish  quay  is  visited  every  day  as  a rule, 
and  to  other  places  where  food  is  sold  or  prepared  for  sale  the 
inspections  are  made  from  time  to  time.  A carcase  of  a heifer  and 
one  of  a pig  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  was  condemned ; 
other  unsound  meat  and  tish  were  destroyed. 


Seventy-six  samples  were  subniitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  and 
all  were  reported  to  be  genuine.  The  76  samples  included  24  of 
nulk  and  5 of  ‘^preserved  cream.’’  The  milk  is  found  to  be  free 
from  ])reservatives,  and  the  amount  of  boracic  acid  in  the  ])reserved 
cream  not  more  than  0'6  per  cent. 
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Fadurics  and  IVorhdiops. — The  luiniber  of  workslio})S  on  the 
register  is  Ot,  and  tlie  number  of  underground  bakeliouses  "2-,  one  of 
these  Avas  licensed  during  the  year.  The  bakeliouses  are  ke})t  clean 
and  are  visited  from  time  to  time. 


S AXIT AR Y li EQUIRBAIENTS . 

1. - — re-construction  or  improvement  scheme  for  dealing  Avith 
certain  insanitaiy  jiropeity  in  the  (Teveland  Street  area. 

2.  — The  ])rovision  of  a municipal  common  lodging-house. 


JARROW-ON-TYNE. 

J.  M.  Nicoll,  M.I3.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913. 

1912. 

1913.  191-2. 

Estimated  Population 

3.A,300 

34,400 

Total  notifications 

637 

219 

Birth-rate..* 

30-42 

32-06 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

16-63 

16-71 

Scarlet  fever 

273 

59 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 

16-92 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

43 

43 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1 08 

1-39 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.)  .. 

9 

10 

Phthisis  death-rate 

1-50 

1-16 

Puerperal  fever  

1 

nil. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

219 

75 

rate  

1-92 

1-80 

Measles  

(13) 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Whooping  cough 

(1) 

(18) 

rate  

3-62 

3-66 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

2 years)  

(25) 

(12) 

1,000  births 

124 

116 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — -The  Borough  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland ^and 
South  Shields  Water  Company,  and  the  Avater  is  obtained  from 
Avells  sunk  in  the  magnesian  limestone.  It  is  said  to  be  Avholesome 
and  pleasant  for  drinking;  the  service  is  a continuous  one. 


Sewerage. — The  system  of  seaverage  is  said  to  be  adequate  for 
the  requirements  of  the  Borough.  There  are  seven  outfalls,  and 
these  discharge  direct  into  the  Biver  Tyne  and  into  the  Don, 

Scarenging. — This  Avork  is  done  by  conti'act.  The  earth-closets 
are  emptied  once  a Aveek,  and  the  T-efuse  disposed  of  at  sea.  Theio 
are  Avithin  the  district  G8()  water-closets  and  4,970  ash-closets;  tliere 
are  no  privy-ashpits.  Dr.  Nicoll  urges  the  Borough  Council  to 
institute  a general  scheme  of  conversion  to  the  water-carriage 
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system,  as  recommended  by  tlie  Local  Government  Board.  There 
is  now,  he  adds,  very  little  ground  left  for  ])uilding  pui'poses  in  the 
Borough,  and  the  ado|)tion  of  the  water-cariiage  system  only  when 
new  houses  are  built  will  not  affect  our  general  system  so  very  much. 
At  })resent  much  of  tlie  nightsoil  is  disjtosed  of  to  local  fai'iners,  and 
the  ]'est  taken  out  to  sea. 

Houh'ukj. — (a)  New  Houses:  G ]iew  houses  were  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  yeai'.  (h)  Insanitary  Bropeidy : Under  and  for 
tlie  purpose  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act, 
4-12  houses  were  ins])ected,  and  of  these  one  was  considered  unfft 
for  human  habitation,  one  was  closed  and  one  ].)ut  into  a proper 
habitable  condition.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  GT4  houses  were 
inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  making  a total  of  1,096.  Of 
these  79G  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  wdiile  300  were  in  one  wav 
or  another  defective  and  were  dealt  with  accoixlingly. 

Dr.  Nicoll  writes  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1913,  29  houses 
remained  closed  in  Spencer  Street,  Milton  Street,  Queen’s  Hoad  and 
“ Short  Bow.  All  are  now  habitable  except  two,  which  are  still 
undergoing  repairs.  Extensive  alterations  have  been  eff’ected  in 
Milton  Street  and  Chaytor  Street,  the  whole  of  the  backs  having 
been  remodelled.  One  house  has  been  entirely  demolished  to 

t/ 

“ provide  more  yard-space  and  a freer  circulation  of  fresh  air  and 
“ light.  In  Short  Bow  two  houses  have  been  demolished,  while  the 
Queen’s  Bead  back  street,  which  ])reviously  ended  in  a cul-de-sac, 
has  been  continued  into  Short  Row,  making  the  circulation  of  fresh 
‘‘  air  and  light  all  that  can  l)e  desired.” 

The  h ouses  on  the  west  side  of  Water  Street  have  also  been 
greatly  inipro^'ed  by  the  conversion  of  the  old  off-shoot  bedrooms 
into  washliouses,  and  the  houses  rei)aired  generally. 

Nuisances. — 1,508  nuisances  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public 
IleaUh  Acts,  and  of  these  173  related  to  structural  defects  in  houses 
and  72  to  defective  yard  ])ayiTig. 

Dairies,  Cuu-s]ie<Js  and  Atilhsltops. — There  are  93  dairies  and 
milkshops.  To  these  places  535  visits  were  paid,  and  all  were  found 
to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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SlaiKjliter-Jtoiises. — There  are  25  slaughter-houses  iii  tlie  Bor- 
ough. The  CounciTs  bye-laws  are  complied  with. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — To  the  9 common  lodging  houses.  253 
visits  were  paid  during  the  year.  They  were  found  in  good  order 
and  their  sanitary  arrangements  are  stated  to  be  up-to-date.  To 
the  lodging-house  in  Princess  Street  improvements  have  been  effected. 

Food  I nspection — Fourteen  cases  of  hsh  and  29  lots  of  fruit 
were  found  to  be  imht  for  consunijhion  and  Avere  accordingly 
destroyed.  Forty-one  samples  of  food  Avei'e  submitted  to  the  public 
analyst,  and  of  these  2 were  found  to  l)e  adulterated;  tlie  offenders 
Avere  cautioned. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  Gd  I'egistered  Avorkshops, 
including  14  bakehouses. 


Sanitary  IIequirements . 

The  general  adoption  of  tlie  Avater-  carriage  system. 


STOCKTON. 

Thomas  Horne,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics 

1913. 

1912. 

Infectious  Diseases-^Cases  and  {Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population 

52,316 

52,244 

Total  notifications 

€88 

476 

Birth-rate 

31-38 

30-66 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

lS-23 

15-59 

Scarlet  fever 

333 

188 

Death-rai  e (Standardized)  . 

18-68 

— 

Diphtheria  

30 

73 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-97 

1-24 

Fevers  (Enteric,  <fec.)  .. 

26 

32 

Phthisi.s  deatli-rate 

1-64 

1-22 

Puerperal  fever  . ... 

5 

2 

Total  Tuberculosis  death  rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

2-35 

1-99 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles  

290 

(38) 

227 

(33) 

rate  

Infant  mortality  • rate  per 

3-78 

2-47 

Whooping  cough  (21) 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(8) 

1,000  births  

141 

91 

2 years)  

(30) 

(12) 

General  Sanitation. 

Wafer  Supply — The  Borough  is  supplied  by  the  Tees  Valley 
ater  Board.  The  Avater  is  partly  upland  and  paiTly  deriAmd  from 
tlie  River  Tees.  The  upland  Avater  is  impounded  in  large  reservoirs 
situated  in  tlie  Aualleys  of  the  Lune  nnd  the  Balder,  about  thirty 
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mile.s  from  St/ockton,  aod  tlie  river  water  is  stored  in  service  reser- 
voirs situated  at  Longiiewton,  Sadl)ei’ge  and  Fighting  Cocks.  Before 
distribution  the  Avater  derived  from  Ijoth  sources  is  filtered  through 
sand  and  gravel.  The  supply  is  continuous  and  is  said  to  be  excellent 
in  quality. 


S&werage. — The  seAvers,  though  old,  ai-e  described  as  being  par- 
ticularly efficient.  The  sewerage  untreated  is  discharged  direct  into 
the  Tees.  There  are  7 principal  and  several  minor  outlets.  The 
majority  of  the  large  outfalls  discharge  at  levels  beloAv  the  ordinary 
loAv  tide,  the  remainder  discharge  on  the  foreshore. 


Scavenging. — The  method  and  time  of  removal  is  dependent 
upon  tlie  character  of  the  i-efuse.  Moveable  pans  and  pan-privies  are 
emptied  Aveekly  and  “ Avet  ashpits’^  once  every  17  days.  Covered 
cai'ts  are  used  during  the  day  and  open  carts  at  night.  In  the  case 
of  Avet  ashpits  and  fixed  I'eceptacles,  the  refuse  is  emptied  into  the 
back  sti'eets.  Of  the  18,4*14  loads  of  night-soil  and  rubbish  collected 
during  the  year,  5,468  tons  of  night-soil  were  sent  1)v  rail  to  farmers 
and  2,147  Avere  taken  to  local  fai’ins,  1,672  loads  Avere  deposited  at 
the  Corj (Oration  refuse  ti])  and  10,448  loads  dealt  Avith  at  the 
destructor.  Prior  to  tlie  extension  of  the  Borough  there  Avere  4,977 
fixed  ashpits  in  connection  with  privies,  1,638  fixed  ashpits  but  not 
combined  Avith  privies,  3,237  moveable  receptacles  for  ashes,  and 
1,393  patent  tipping  ash  receptacles.  The  number  of  privies  in 
tlie  Borough  before  the  extension  Avas  1,391  and  in  the  added  area 
1,065,  and  in  addition  there  are  a num])er  of  pail  and  jian  privies. 
A loan  of  £6,750'  has  been  obtained  and  a complete  scheme  prepared 
to  cany  out  the  conversion  of  midden-privies  and  pan  or  pail  closets 
into  Avater-closets.  The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  CounciPs  own 
Avorkmen. 

Hovsing.- — (e)  Ncav  Houses  ; 108  nexv  houses  Avere  erected  during 
the  year.  Private  enteiqirise  continues  to  meet  the  demand  for  every 
class  of  house  Avith  the  exception  perhaps  of  cottages  of  Iavo  to  three 
rooms.  All  neAV  houses  since  190T  are  i-equired  to  be  ]aovided  Avith 
Avater-closets.  (5)  Insanitary  Pi-o})erty : Under  and  for  the  purpose 
of  Section,  17  of  tlie  Housing,  ToAvn  Planning,  F.tc.,  Act  46  houses 
Avere  ins])ected;  3 Avere  considei'ed  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
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after  rej)re8eiitatioii  to  the  Local  Authority  wei'e  closed.  In  43  cases 
the  defects  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders,  and 
in  one  case  the  house  was  made  halhtable  after  the  making  of  the 
order.  Comparatively  few'  houses  have  been  inspected  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  this  Act  owdng  to  the  considerable 
time  w'hich  the  inspection  and  the  keeping  of  the  records  entail.  It 
is  hoped  to  do  more  in  future. 

Nuisances. — 2,270  nuisances  were  abated  during  the  year,  and 
of  these  1,280  related  to  structural  defects  in  houses,  149  were  in 
connection  with  defectively  paved  yards. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  17  common  lodging  houses 
providing'  52.')  l)eds  for  males,  8 for  females  and  14  for  married 
couples.  All  with  the  exception  of  o are  registered  annually  under 
Section  09  (2)  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  To 
the  premises  in  Skinner  Street  structural  improvements  were  carried 
out  during  the  year.  The  premises  are  ins])ected  at  night  as  well  as 
during  the  day.  Tim  accommodation  varies  fi’om  G to  bl  persons, 
and  the  number  of  bedrooms  from  3 to  10. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  241  registered  cow'- 
keepers,  dairymen  and  purveyors  of  milk,  and  of  these  35  are  cow- 
keepers  and  203  milksellers  and  3 dairymen.  The  conditions  under 
wliich  the  milk  is  retailed  are  not  entirely  satisfactory.  The 
majority  of  the  milkshops  are  places  wdmre  in  addition  to  mdk 
miscellaneous  articles  are  sold,  and  in  seven  cases  the  business  is 
carried  on  in  small  private  dwellings. 

Sla'ughfer-hoiises.—  nieve  are  30  licensed  slaughter-houses.  The 
premises  so  far  as  their  structural  cnnidition  w'ill  allow  are  kept 
fairly  clean,  but  the  existing  accommodation  is  both  inadequate  and 
unsatisfactoiw.  Dr.  Horne  hopes  that  the  public  and  the  trade  w'ill 
in  time  come  to  see  that  the  provision  of  a ].>ublic  abattoir  is  to  their 
mutual  interest. 

Inspection  of  Food. — 44iree  cai’cases  of  beef  which  were  tuber- 
culous, and  other  articles  of  food  wei'e  brought  to  tlm  notice  of  tlie 
sanitaiy  ins])ector  and  were  destroyed- 
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Food  and  Drug^i. — 38  wsainples  of  mUk  were  sul)mitted  to  the 
public  analyst,  10  were  fomid  to  be  below  the  minimum  standard  of 
the  scale  of  milk  regulations.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case, 
but  the  magistrates  took  the  view  that  the  milk  was  not  watered  as 
the  analysis  showed  it  to  be,  and  dismissed  the  case. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  24  premises  in  the  Borough  where 
‘^  offensive  trades  are  carried  on,  and  of  these  all  but  G are  con- 
ducted on  the  ])remises  of  licensed  slaughter-houses. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  total  number  of  workshops  on 
the  register  is  439,  and  includes  58  bakehouses.  During  the  year  23 
notices  with  reference  to  sanitary  defects  were  received  from  H.5i. 
Inspector.  Two  lists  of  outworkers  were  received.  The  premises 
were  inspected  and  the  conditions  were  found  satisfactory. 

Savitary  Requiremexts. 

1.  — Better  arrangements  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals  in- 
tended for  human  consumption. 

2.  — Improvements  in  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is  stored 
and  retailed. 


« 
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URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


ANNFIELI)  PLAIN, 


VV.  M,  Mori  SON', 


Vital  Statistics. 

E.stimated  Population  . . 

Birth-rate  

Death-rate  'Crude) 
Death-rate  (Standardized). . 
Zymotic  death-rate 
Phthisis  death-rate 
Total  '1  uberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

rate  

Infant  mortality  - rate  per 
1,000  birtlrs  


L R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

1913. 

1912. 

17,40(1 

17,000 

Total  notification.s 

197 

116 

29-77 

36  '76 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

15-69 

10-53 

•Scarlet  fever 

49 

4-2 

16-14 

— 

Diphtheria  

31 

18 

2-41 

1-06 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.)  .. 

7 

10 

0-80 

0^6 

Puerperal  fever  

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

nil. 

1 

1-89 

1 -29 

87 

64 

.Measles  

(10) 

(0 

1-72 

1-S8 

A\  hooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(6) 

(4) 

151 

74 

2 years)  

(18) 

(5 

General  Sanitation. 


Wafer  (Supply. — The  supply,  which  is  from  the  Weardale  and 
Consett  Water  Company,  is  said  to  be  plentiful  and  excellent  in 
(piality. 


Sewerage. — Xo 


particulars  are  given. 


Scarengi ng. — Not  mentioned. 

Koming. — (n)  New  Houses  : The  number  of  new  houses  built  and 
occupied  dm  ing  tlie  year  was  35 ; with  the  exception  of  one  house  all 
are  jtrovided  with  tvater-closets.  (5)  Insanitary  Property : Under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  119  houses  were 
inspected ; none  tvere  considered  unfit  for  habitation ; 3 dwelling- 
houses  were  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair  without  the  making  of 
a closing  order.  The  whole  of  the  ivooden  houses  at  South  Pontop 
Colliery  are  now  closed  and  demolished.  Twelve  ashpit-privies  were 
converted  into  ash-closets  and  40  into  w^ater-closets.  There  are  still 
1,319  insanitary  ashpit-privies  in  the  district.  Of  the  nuisances 
abated  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  9 were  Avith  respect  to  defects 
in  houses,  and  104  Avere  respecting  defects  in  tlie  paving  of  yards. 

N\iisance.<i. — The  number  of  nuisances  abated  Avas  256,  and  a 
similar  number  of  infoiTual  notices  were  served  ; 10  were  with  respect 
to  overcroAvding. 
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(U)niinon  Lcxlgi/itj  Houses. — Thei'o  me  i1ii-eo  eornmon  lodging 
lioiises  : the  rooms  are  kept  clean  and  the  bye-laws  are  complied  with. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  18  cowsheds; 
the  majority  are  wooden  structures  with  accommodation  for  from 
3 to  5 cows.  No  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances,  but  they 
are  stated  to  be  kept  fairly  clean. 

Slaughte'r-honses. — There  are  9 slaughter-houses;  the  bye-laavs 
are  said  to  be  cainfullv  carried  out.  No  notices  were  served  to  abate 
nuisances. 

Food,  Inspection . — 'I’he  shops  where  meat  is  sold  are  ingularly 
visited  ; 9 seiziu'es  of  unsound  meat  were  imuh'  during  tlie  yeai*.  The 
slaughter-houses  are  regularly  visited  when  slaughtering  is  in 
j)]’ogi'ess. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  28  workshops  on  the  regis- 
ter; in  addition  there  are  9 factories.  To  tliese  places  102  inspec- 
tions were  made  and  3 notices  served  to  remedy  defects. 

SaNITAUY  IlEQUIimMBNTS. 

Tlje  abolition  of  the  midde]i-|)rivy  and  the  general  adoption  of 
the  water-car]iage  system. 


BARNARD  CASTLE. 

\i.  \Vh:[(;hton,  M.D..  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  .Statistic)^. 

1913. 

1912. 

FiStirnated  Population 

4.836 

4,801 

Birth-rate  

1904 

22-91 

Death-rate  (CnuO) 

U*8S 

15-62 

Death-rate  (Standard’zed). . 

14  •22 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate 

0'41 

0-4  2 

Phthisis  death-rate 

1 -43 

2 -OS 

'I'otal  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

f86 

2-70 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate  

2-64 

1-S7 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
births  

147 

45 

Infect  ion  Diseases — Cases 

and  ( Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Total  notitications  . . 

24 

101 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  

6 

84 

Diphtheiia  

. . B 

2 

Fevers  (Knteric,  Ac.) 

nil. 

nil. 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

(> 

18 

Measles  

(nil) 

(1) 

Wliooping  Cousih  .. 
Diarrlnea  and  F.nteritis 

(nil) 

(nil) 

(\inder  2 years)  .. 

(2) 

(nil) 
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< JeNKUAL  SaKITATK)X. 

TT  atcr  Supply. — Soui’ce  of  su})|)]y  not  stated,  bnt  the  quantity 
is  said  to  be  a.l)undant  and  continuous. 

Sewerage. — The  old  Bridgegate  sewer  lias  lieen  lelaid,  as  well 
as  an  auxiliai'y  one.  The  ultimate  disposal  of  the  sewage  is  not 
stated. 

Seavenging. — The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  liy  tlie 
Council,  and  is  satisfactoriW  carried  out. 

Housing. — (n)  New  Houses:  Oidy  one  was  erected,  and  this  has 
been  occupied.  The  i\Iedical  Officer  of  Health  is  of  opinion  that 
there  is  ample  housing  accommodation  for  workmen  and  their 
families,  (b)  Insanitary  Property:  Under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Begulations  37  liouses  were  inspected.  9 were  closed 
and  14  put  into  a ])roper  state  of  habitation  without  resorting  to  a 
closing  order.  Of  tlie  nuisances  abated  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
13  wmre  Avith  res])ect  to  structural  defects  in  houses,  and  9 were 
defects  in  the  paving  of  yards.  The  number  of  water-closets  is  795, 
ash-closets  78,  and  aslqiit-privies  82. 

Nuisances. — The  number  abated  was  111,  and  of  these  18  were" 
faults  in  house  drainage;  13  ashpit-privies  Avere  <lealt  Avith,  and  tAvo 
Avere  converted  into  ash-closets  and  11  into  water-closets. 

Streets. — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — These  have  been  ins})ected  at  various 
times  by  the  Medical  Officej*  of  Health  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuis- 
ances. Any  defects  found  Avere  pointed  out  and  nearly  all  have  been 
put  right.  Taa’o  formal  notices  Avere  served  to  abate  nuisances. 
The  number  of  dairies  and  coav sheds  is  not  mentioned. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  number  is  not  given,  and  it  is  not  stated 
Avb ether  they  ai‘e  I'egistei'ed  or  licensed.  4 foianal  notices  Avere 
served  to  abate  nuisances. 


Common  TAntging  Houses. — Not  mentioned, 
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Tnspecfion.  of  Foo(L- — The  luilk  snj)|il\’  is  l)elieved  to  be  al)ove 
suspicion.  On  various  occasions  the  cai'cases  of  cattle,  sheep  and 
pigs  were  examined  but  the  meat  was  invariably  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  26  workshops  on  the  regis- 
ter. The  names  of  2 outworkers  engaged  in  making  wearing  apparel 
were  received.  11. M.  Inspector  ef  Factories  reported  2 defects 
remediable  under  the  Piddic  ITealtli  Acts. 

S AXITAK Y Tv EQUIKEMEXTS . 

None  mentioned. 


BRNFIELDSIDE. 


Wm.  Ali.en,  M.D.,  -Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population  . . 

8,500 

8.500 

Birth-rate 

25  06 

28-82 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

14-35 

12-24 

Death-rate  (.Standardized). . 

15-17 

Zymotic  death-rate 

2-47 

0 70 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-82 

r-70 

Total  Tubercuiosi.sdeatli-rate 

1-41 

0-94 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate  

1-76 

2-23 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births  

117 

65 

i iDfertions  Diseases— Cas^s  and  (Deaths). 


I 1913.  1912. 

I 'I’otal  notitications 119  90 

: .Smallpox nil.  nil. 

i .Scarlet  fever  47  57 

' Diphtheria 27  9 

i Fevers  ( Enteric,  Ac.)  ....  3 1 

I I’uerperal  fever  nil.  nil 

j Oases  treated  at  ho.spital  . . 49  60 

Measles  (12)  (nil.) 

j Whoopiiijcr  cono-h  (i)  (2) 

I Diai  rlnea  and  Enteritis  (under 

- years)  (3)  (1) 


riExmiiAL  Saxitatiox. 


nfei  Snjtply.  -Ihe  disti'ict  is  su|i])lied  witii  water  from  the 
Weai-dale  and  ronsett  Water  (’ompany.  Tliere  is  a sufficiency,  and 
the  quality  is  stated  to  Vie  good. 


Tlie  District  ('ouncil  have  puirhased  a 
Fbchester  for  sewage  dis])v»snl  purposes,  as  tlie  existing 
stated  to  lie  too  small  to  cope  with  storm  watei'. 


fai'in  near 
works  are 


ScarenguKj. — The  emptying  of  tlie  closets  and  tlie  i-emoval  of  the 
refuse  is  cariled  out  liy  conti'actors  under  tlie  supervision  of  tlie 
Sanitary  Inspector,  The  work  is  fairly  well  done. 
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llousiiKj. — («)  New  Houses:  10  (O-iooined)  lioiises  were  erected 
and  occupied,  {b)  Iiisaiiitary  Pi'operty  : Under  tlie  Heusing  (liispec- 
tiou  of  ])istiict)  Uegulatioiis  72  houses  were  inspected,  and  of  these 
10  wer'e  considered  unht  for  human  habitatioji  and  were  closed.  The 
number  of  liouses  made  tit  for  habitation  without  the  making  of  a 


closing  order  was  22.  Tlie  general  character  of  the  distiict  found  to 
exist  is  not  given.  It  is  stated  with  I'espect  to  the  Bottle  Baidv  houses 
and  others  of  the  same  ty})e  that  specifications,  based  on  the  terms  of 
the  Local  (xovernment  Board’s  decision,  have  been  prepared  and  the 
necessary  notices  have  been  sei’ved  on  the  owners  to  carry  out  the 
work  bv  the  l-ltli  of  May. 


The  number  of  ashjiit-privies  in  the  district  is  771. 

Nuimnees. — 73  nuisances  were  abated  during  the  year,  and  of 
these  9 were  with  respect  to  structural  defects  in  dwelling-houses. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Not  stated 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  MiJkshops. — -These  are  periodically 
inspected,  but  tlie  number  and  the  sanitary  condition  ai'e  not  given. 
Four  informal  notices  were  served  to  remove  accumulations  of 
manure. 

hilaughter-houses. — 'There  are  numerous  small  slaughter-houses, 
but  no  reference  is  made  to  their  sanitary  cc>ndition,  or  whether  the 
bye-laws  relating  to  these  ])laces  are  enforced. 

Food  and  Drugs.- — " Inspection  of  meat  would  be  simjilitied,” 
writes  i)r.  Allen,  "if  we  had  one  central  ahattoir.”  No  pi'osecu- 
tions  have  followed  the  inspections  of  the  Inspector,  who  has  special 
training  in  the  detection  of  bad  food. 

Offensive  7Vu(/m.— Not  mentioned. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  20  lUglstered  workshops 
which  include  one  undergi'ouud  bakehouse.  To  these  -12  inspections 
were  made,  but  no  nuisances  under  the  Bublic  Health  Act  Avere 
found.  There  are  no  home  Avorkei's. 
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Sanitary  Requirements. 


Not  mentioned. 


BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


T.  A.  McCull.^gh,  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Vital  Statistics.  Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  {Deaths). 


1913.  1912.  1913.  1912. 

Estiniattid  Population..  ..  14,299  14,092  Total  notifications 126  186 

Birth-rate  25 ‘87  25 ’68  Smallpox nil  nil 

Death-rate  (Crude)  ..  ..  15’38  17'59  Scarlet  fever 41  53 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 15T3  — Diphtheria  3 20 

Zymotic  death-rate  ..  ..  i‘12  120  Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.)  ...  6 7 

Phthisis  death-rate  ..  ..  0‘91  078  Puerperal  fever  nil  nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate  T39  1’49  Gases  treated  at  hospital  ..  19  24 

Respiratory  diseases  death-  Mea^sles  (nil)  (loj 

rate  2 24  1’42  Whooping  cough  (5)  (2) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

1,000  births  137  104  2 years)  (9)  (2) 


General  Sanitation. 

Maier  Supply. — The  supply  has  been  constant  and  good^  and  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  that  as  long  as  the  filter  beds, 
Mdiich  ai'e  the  safeguards  of  the  purity  of  the  supply,  are  efficient, 
there  is  no  possibility  of  water  borne  disease. 

t- 


Scavenging. — The  ein])tying  of  the  ash-bins  and  the  emptying 
and  cleansing  of  the  ashpits  have  been  done  satisfactorily.  The 
water-closets,  ash-closets  and  privy-ashpits  in  the  district  numirer 
1,905,  757  and  641,  in  the  order  mentioned. 

Sewerage. — The  sewage  is  ti'eated  at  the  Council  as  sewage  dis- 
posal works  at  Binchester,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  con- 
siders the  existing  servers  are  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the 
district,  with  the  exception  of  a portion  of  the  south  end  of  the 
“'town.^’ 

Jlousing. — (a)  New  Houses:  30  houses  were  erected  during  the 
year  and  -7  occupied,  (h)  Insanitary  Pro]ierty  : Thider  tlie  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  Idl  houses  were  inspected,  11 
Avei’e  I'egarded  as  unfit  and  rejiresentations  made  to  the  sanitary 
authority.  As  a I'esult  7 closing  orders  were  made  and  30  houses 


made  habitable — 11)  without  resorting  to  a closing  order  and  1 after 


making 


the  ordei'.  Considerable  improvements,’^  writes  the 
Aledieal  Officer  of  Health,  ‘'have  lieen  made  in  Bankwell  Yard, 
Kilbiii'n’s  Yai’d  and  Wilkinson’s  Yard,  and  also  in  Dennison’s 
Yard  : and  houses  in  Finkle  Street  and  Back  Bondgate  tlreat  Gates 
“are  to  be  jierma iientlv  closed.”  A very  marked  improvement 
has  been  etfected  in  the  Bondgate  aiea.  At  present  Dr.  McCullagli 
is  of  opinion  tliat  there  is  ample  accommodation  for  the  working 
classes  of  the  district. 


Nuisances. —90  nuisances  were  abated,  and  of  these  5 were  with 
respect  to  stiaictural  defects  in  houses,  9 were  in  connection  with 
defectivelv  paved  vards  and  5 wei'e  cases  of  overcrowdino-. 

Conunon  Lodging  Houses- — These  (the  number  is  not  given)  were 
inspected  and  found  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  cowsheds  are  kept  clean 
and  in  good  condition.  No  reference  is  made  to  the  milkshops,  and 
the  number  of  cowsheds  is  not  given. 

Slaughter-houses. — '‘These  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be 
clean  and  in  good  condition.” 

Food  Inspection. — No  diseased  meat  or  unwholesome  food  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  sanitary  authority  or  found  on  inspec- 
tion of  the  markets. 


Factories  and  IVcnLsItops. — Thei'e  are  -17  registei'ed  workshops, 
and  to  these  47  inspections  were  made  and  12  defects  were  found  and 
remedied.  Five  lists  of  out  workers  were  received. 


Sanitary  Bbquirements . 


None  mentioned. 
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BI.AYDON. 


H.  Morrison,  M B.,  B.S.,  B.Ky.,  Medical  Officer  ot 

Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

191-2. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  {Deaths). 

1913.  191-2. 

Estimated  Population 

33,150 

32,500 

Total  notifications 

316 

219 

Birth-rate 

33-51 

33-72 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

13-27 

14-00 

Scarlet  fever  

154 

92 

Death-rate  (Standardized)  . . 

14-07 

— 

Diphtheria  

36 

55 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1 -54 

2-49 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.)  .. 

6 

14 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-57 

0-68 

Puerperal  fever  

nil 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

0-96 

1-Ql 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles  

155 

(13) 

113 

(53) 

rate  

Infant  mortality-rate  per  l.CHK) 

2-38 

2-77 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(4) 

(5) 

births 

145 

129 

2 years)  

(-28) 

(12) 

Gb^’Ehal  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — riu'tly  from  tlie  Weardale  and  (foiisett  Water 
Company  and  partly  from  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  ater 
Company. 


Sewerage. — N ot  mentioned . 


Scavenging. — The  scavenging  is  canted  out  fairly  satisfactorily 
in  the  western  portion  of  the  district  ; the  ash-closets  are  emptied 
once  and  the  ash-bins  twice  a week.  At  Illaydon  the  scavenging  is 
canted  out  by  men  employed  ])y  the  Council.  Dr.  Worrison  draws 
attention  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  pnividing  ])i-oj)erly  covered  carts 
so  as  to  })revent  the  dust  and  tilth  in  transit  fi'oiii  being  sj)read 
broadcast.  The  ultimate  dis]»osal  of  the  refuse  is  not  stated. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  16  were  built  and  occupied  during 
the  year,  (b)  Insanitary  Propei'ty : In  compliance  with  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  556  houses  were  inspected  and 
1 was  considered  unfit.  A re])resentation  was  made  to  the  sanitary 
authority,  and  a closing  order  was  made,  'the  defects  in  223  houses 
wei‘(‘  I'emedied  witliout  making  a closing  order,  and,  with  i-efei'ence  to 
329,  tlie  work  is  in  hand  or  in  progiwss ; 3 houses  were  demolished. 
The  general  defects  found  wem  want  of  through  ventilation,  defective 
[irivies,  no  projier  pantries,  insiitticient  means  of  drainage,  defective 
doors,  roofs  and  walls. 
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There  is  a good  deal  of  overcrowding  in  the  district,  and  matters 
get  worse  instead  of  better,  for  while  the  popnlation  is  increasing 
at  tlie  laite  of  about  (ioO  per  annum  the  number  of  new  houses  has 
fallen  from  li)2  and  loG  in  the  two  preceding  yeai's  to  lb  in  lOKb 
As  private  enterprise  has  ])ractically  ceased  it  now  remains  for  the 
Co\mcil,  writes  llr.  Morrison,  to  consider  what  ste}»s  are  necessaiy 
to  cope  with  the  lack  of  dwellings. 


Streets. — To  complete  the  improvements  carried  out  in  the  8pen 
Wal  d it  is  necessary  to  make  up  the  back  streets. 


Nuisaticcs — 2,798  nuisances  were  abated  after  notice  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts  : 38-1  relative  to  structural  defects  in  houses,  29-1 

« 

to  defective  yard  paving,  1,394:  were  in  connection  with  house  drain- 
age, and  22  were  cases  of  overcrowding.  Fifty-eight  ashpit-privies 
and  20  ash-closets  were  converted  into  water-closets.  There  are 
still  1,071  ashpit-privies  in  the  district,  the  ash-closets  numbering 
3,221  and  the  water-closets  1,372.  All  new  houses  are  now  provided 
with  water-closets. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and.  Milkshops. — •“  Ten  notices  have  been 
served  for  limewashing  and  cleansing,  1 has  been  registered,’’  and 
Dr.  Morrison  states  that  “ during  the  year  several  apidications  from 
‘Avould-be  small  cowkeepers  had  to  be  refused”  as  the  arrange- 
ments for  storing*  the  milk  were  unsatisfactory.  The  number  of 
cowsheds  and  dairies  in  the  district  are  not  given,  and  no  information 
is  given  as  to  their  structural  condition,  but  “in  several  cases,” 
remarks  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  “ the  local  storage  conditions 
“are  far  from  ideal,  and  constant  supervision  is  needed.” 

Slaughter-houses. — ^There  are  20'  slaughter-houses;  to  cleanse 
and  limewash  4 notices  were  served.  This  is  the  only  reference  in 
the  report  to  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 

Food  Inspection.' — No  diseased  meat  or  other  fresh  food  intended 
foi'  Imman.  consumptiou  and  exposed  for  sale  was  detected  or  bi-ought 
to  the  notice  of  tlie  sanitaiw  autlioiities. 

Common  Lodging  IIo}i.<ies. — ’riiere  is  one  common  lodging-house; 
it  is  kei)t  in  good  order. 
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Offeii.sii:e  Trades. —Not  mentioned , 

Taefories  and  Workdiops. — Tlie  number  of  workslio})S  on  the 
register  is  not  given,  1>ut  duriiig  the  year  98  visits  Avere  made  to 
them.  Id  defects  wei/e  found  and  12  remedied,  wliieli  included  the 
provision  of  additional  sanitary  accommodation,  the  cleansing  and 
limewashing  of  premises,  and  tlie  pi'ovision  of  better  means  of  ven- 
tilation. There  ai'e  7 bakehouses,  and  these  are  stated  to  be  Avell 
kept. 


Salutary  Requirements. 

1.  — Housing  accommodation  for  the  working  classes. 

2.  — Better  arrangements  for  the  removal  of  refuse. 

3.  — The  making  up  of  the  back  streets  in  the  Spen  A\ard. 


BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES. 
Henry  Smith,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Eatimated  Population  . . 

18,298 

17,970 

Total  notifications 

666 

135 

Birth-rate 

32-41 

32-28 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

1601 

11-58 

Scarlet  fever  

448 

93 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 

16-69 

— 

Diphtheria  

63 

6 

Zvmotic  death-rate 

3-71 

1-00 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.)  . . 

15 

17 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-49 

0-39 

Puerperal  fever  

nil 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

D-9S 

0'55 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 
Measles  

181 

(H 

44 

(3) 

rate  

Infant  mortality  - rate  per 

3-22 

2-66 

Whooping  cough  

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(2) 

(3) 

1,000  births  

128 

91 

2 years)  

(*1) 

(o) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  sujjply  of  the  district  is  obtained 
from  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company;  a few  isolated 
places  and  farm  houses  draAv  their  supply  from  springs. 


Sewerage. — -A  circidar  filter  has  been  added  to  the  joint  sewage 
works  at  Esh  Winning,  and  a new  filter  floor  has  been  laid  and  spray 
jiipes  fixed  at  East  Sleetburn  sewage  Avorks.  At  Brandon  a scAver 
has  been  laid  at  the  back  of  Upper  North  Street  and  25  houses 


102 


drained  into  it;  similar  works  are  in  course  of  construction  at  the 
back  of  Lower  North  Street;  the  old  and  defective  sewer  in  Gardner 
Street  and  Lynes  Street  has  been  j,)ut  in  order. 

Sea ccnglnij. — 'The  scavenging  of  the  district,  whicli  is  let  to  14 
conti'actors,  has,  on  the  whole,  been  done  satisfactorily.  The  refuse 
is  disposed  of  on  agricultural  land  on  the  Councirs  tips.  In  future 
covered  carts  are  to  be  used. 


H ousing. — (a)  New  Houses  : 21)  have  been  built  and  occu}hed, 
and  of  these  12  have  water-closets.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
refers  to  the  report  wdiich  he  submitted  to  the  District  Council  in 
1907,  drawing  attention  to  the  overcrowding  and  tlie  scarcity  of 
houses  at  Hrandon  Colliery.  It  was  then  recommended  that  50 
houses  containing  live  rooms  should  be  provided,  but  up  to  the 
present  only  19  have  been  built.  (5)  Insanitary  Property:  A house- 
to-house  inspection  was  made  at  Margaret  Street  and  Regent  Street, 
New  Brancepeth,  and  10  houses  at  Waterhouses  are  reported  to  be 
Ijack-to-back  and  in  other  respects  defective;  in  addition  to  these 
there  are  29  houses  in  North  Terrace  which  have  very  poor  bedroom 
accommodation.  In  H)  houses  (48-57)  the  bedrooms  are  T-fall 
attics,  the  ceiling,  measuring  6 ft.  10  in.  at  its  highest  point,  follows 
the  slope  of  the  loof  to  wuthin  3 ft.  2 in.  of  the  floor,  and  the  only 
means  of  lighting  and  ventilation  is  by  a window  on  the  floor  level, 
measuring  2 ft.  0 in.  bv  2 ft.  8 in.  : in  tlie  remaining  19  houses  the 
Ijedrooms,  whicli  are  similar  in  constiTiction,  are  lighted  by  skylights 
only.  It  is  recommended  that  the  roof  be  raised,  as  has  been  done 
to  other  houses  in  the  same  street.  At  Brandon  Colliery  staircases 
from  the  living  room  to  the  bedrooms  liave  been  provided  in  place 
of  ste])ladders  to  108  liouses,  enclosed  yards  have  also  been  provided 
to  the  iiouses  in  North  Street  and  part  of  Princess  and  Albert  Streets, 
as  'well  as  a new  system  of  drainage  ; at  Littleburn  houses  compar- 
atively little  has  been  done  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health;  at  Hedley  Hill  Terrace  70'  ashpit-privies 
liave  l)een  converted  into  ash-closets,  but  the  sewering,  the  paving 
f tlie  yai'ds  and  the  making  u])  of  tlie  street  are  required.  During  the 
year  201  aslipit-]»ri vies  were  convei'ted  into  ash-closets.  With  the 
exception  of  220  })ilvies  and  02  water-closets  all  the  conveniences  in 
this  district  are  ash-closets. 


o 
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IJiider  the  lloiLsing  (Insjtection  of  JJistfict)  ileg'nlatioiis  70  liooses 
were  iusjjected.  Most  of  the  inspections  were  done  in  the  latter 
paid  of  the  yeai'.  The  defects  of  109  houses  ap])a,rently  ins]K'cted  at 
some  other  time  were  remedied  witliout  a closing*  order. 


Nvisances.—niG  nimibei-  of  notices  served  was  243  and  the 
number  of  nuisances  abated  707,  and  these  included  the  paving  of 
174  yai'ds,  and  the  abatement  of  12  cases  of  overcrowding. 

Streets. — Under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  (dardner  and 
J.ynes  Street,  Langley  Moor,  Avere  made  up. 


Dairies  and  Coivslteds. — The  numlier  of  coAvsheds  and  dairies  is 
31  and  the  number  of  coavs  193.  Nuisances  due  to  Amcleanliness  (4), 
defective  drainage  (T),  defective  doors  (3),  and  generally  unsatis- 
factory conditions  (1)  Avere  detected.  Notices  have  been  seiwed  on 
the  oAvners  and  aiv  receiAung  attention . 


A good  Avater  supply  is  laid 


on  to  most  of  the  premises.  It  is  stated  that  the  District  Council 
have  adopted  neAV  regulations  requiring  at  least  GOO  feet  air  space 
per  coAv. 


SJaughter-houses. — -The  slaughter-houses  are  fairly  Avell  main- 
tained and  kept  clean.  In  some  cases  slaughtering  is  done  either  in 
the  shop  or  in  close  proximity  to  it ; in  a feAv  instances  the  slaughter- 
house is  too  near  to  dAvellings  to  be  satisfactoiy. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — ■There  are  21  AAmrkshops,  1 bakehouse, 
and  5 factories.  To  these  27  visits  of  inspection  were  made;  2 
nuisances  Avere  detected  and  dealt  Avith  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
The  Avorkshops  are  stated  to  be  generally  clean  and  Avell  maintained. 

Sanitary  P bquirements . 

1.  — The  provdsion  of  houses  for  the  Avorking  classes  at  Brandon 
Colliery. 

2.  — Improvements  to  houses  at  Ncav  Brancepeth  and  Water- 
houses. 

3.  — The  paving  of  and  the  scAvei'ing  and  making  \ip  of  the 
street  at  Hedley  Hill  Terrace. 
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CH  ESTER- LE-STREET. 

D.  Duncan,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population . . 

15,476 

16,132 

Total  notifications 

192 

66 

Birth-rate 

28 -95 

31  06 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  (Cl  ude) 

11-56 

13-01 

Scarlet  tever  

145 

19 

Death-rate  (Standardized)  . 

1170 

— 

Diphtheria 

7 

3 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-3.5 

1-32 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

nil. 

5 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-58 

1-12 

Puerperal  fever  

1 

nil. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-16 

1-78 

Cases  treated  at  Hospital  . . 

79 

IS 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles  

(6) 

(6) 

rate  

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1-61 

2-11 

Whooping  Cough  

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(2) 

(3) 

1,000  births  

105 

112 

2 years)  

(7) 

(8) 

General  Sanitation. 


Wafer  Supply. — From  the  Weardale  and  Consett  \Yater  Com- 


pany. 


Sewerage — Tliei-e  are  sewage  dis[)osal  works  at  Chester-le- Street. 
This,  ineliides  7 filter  beds  and  13  acres  of  land,  of  which  ten  are 
available  foi-  inagation  purposes.  For  the  Pelton  Fell  Ward  it  is 
proposed  to  jirovide  new  sewage  dis]tosal  works  which  will  be  situ- 
ated in  the  adjoining  rural  district. 

Searenging. — In  the  Ghester-le-Street  Ward  the  scavenging  is 
done  by  the  Gouncirs  own  workmen.  In  the  Pelton  Fell  Ward  this 
work  is  also  done  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Council  with  the 
exception  of  15.o  houses  on  the  south  side,  which  is  let  to  the  Pelton 
Colliery  Company.  The  refuse  tip  in  the  Chest er-le-Street  Ward  is 
near  the  sewage  beds,  the  site  has  been  doubled  in  size  and  has  been 
enclosed  with  a fence.  A tip  has  also  been  acquired  for  the  Pelton 
Fell  Ward  and  tlie  site,  which  is  one  acre,  has  been  enclosed. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses;  26  were  built  and  occupied.  It  is 
jjroposed  to  jaovide  workmen’s  dwellings  under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Woi'king  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  17  acres  of  land  have 
been  provisionally  acquired  ; 116  will  have  2 bedrooms,  a kitchen  and 
scullery  : 70  will  have  an  additional  bedroom  and  12  will  also  have 
a paidour.  There  will  be  no  back  streets.  The  rents  will  be  from 
5/9  to  7/9,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  ,£50,609.  (b)  In- 

sanitarv  Proiieidv : In  the  Chester-le-Street  Ward  dormer  windows 

1/  A v 
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have  l)oeii  provided  in  the  l)edrooTns  of  15  jioiises,  and  25  cement 
floors  and  one  of  wood  have  been  laid;  to  Id  liouses  in  Fdm  Street 
dormer  windows  and  fireplaces  in  the  l)edrooms  are  to  be  provided. 
With  res})ect  to  183  wooden  houses  whose  attic  moms  were  con- 
sidered unfit  for  habitation  and  recommended  to  be  ceiled  off  from 
the  two  lower  rooms,  the  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  indicates  that  if 
this  were  done  at  the  present  time  it  would  tend  to  increase  the 
difficulty  arising  from  overcrowding;  further,  there  are  134  brick 
houses  whose  attic  bedrooms  are  similarly  defective.  Regarding  the 
latter,  plans  for  their  alteration  w'ere  submitted  to  the  District 
Council  and  approved  by  them.  The  work  has  been  commenced, 
but  tlie  alterations  to  those  houses  which  up  to  now  have  l^een  com- 
pleted are  very  disappointing.  In  the  same  ward  10  houses  were 
closed  and  15  (9  of  whicli  were  closed  in  1912)  wein  demolished.  In 
the  ('hester-le-Street  Ward  also  33  ash})it-piivies,  including  10  at 
South  Pelaw,  were  converted  into  water-closets,  and  similar  altera- 
tions were  canaed  out  to  12  asli-closets.  hndei’  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  111  were  inspected,  3 were  con- 
sidered unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  with  respect  to  these  closing 
orders  were  made.  Notices  under  Section  15  with  ]-es])ect  to  65 
houses  were  served,  27  have  in  consequence  been  })ut  into  a proper 
state  of  repair  and  in  21  the  work  is  not  yet  conqdeted  ; 14  houses 
at  High  Flatts  are  also  under  notice  and  the  work  is  in  hand.  All 
ashpit-privies  in  the  Pelton  Fell  5¥ard,  except  those  in  James  Street, 
have  been  converted  into  ash-closets. 

Streets. — A number  of  new  streets  have  been  made  up  during  the 
vear  under  the  Private  Sti'cet  Works  Act,  and  others  are  in  hand. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Tlie  two  common  lodging-houses  are 
kept  clean.  It  is  not  stated  whether  any  improvements  are  required 
as  indicated  in  the  last  annual  report. 

Dairies,  Cowslteds  and.  MiJkshops. — ^There  are  7 dairies  and  5 milk- 
shops.  Two  informal  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances. 

Slaughter-houses. — Thei'c  are  10  slaughter-houses;  tlie  use  of 
one,  wliich  is  in  a dilapidated  condition,  will,  as  stated  in  the  last 
annual  report,  be  discontinued  as  the  tenant  is  under  notice, 
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Fdcforlrs  and  Wuihdiops. — Tc)  factories  200  ins].)ecti()iis  wore 
made,  to  workshops  150,  and  to  workplaces  100^.  The  defects  found 
included  want  of  cleanliness  2,  defective  doors  1,  unsuitable  or 
defective  sanitary  accommodation  2.  The  registered  workshops 
include  7 bakehouses. 


vSanitary  Requirements. 
To  improve  the  housing  accommodation. 


CONSETT. 


A.  D.  M.  Macintvre, 

M.B. 

, Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population  .. 

11,681 

11.414 

Total  notifications 

99 

70 

Birth-rate 

27-73 

31-80 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

16-76 

13-05 

Scarlet  fever  

45 

42 

Death-rate  (standardized). . 

17-95 

— 

Diphtheria  

16 

13 

Zymotic  death-rate 

2-24 

1-66 

Fevers  (Enteric.  Ac.) 

nil 

1 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-60 

0-S7 

Puerperal  fever  

2 

1 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

1-29 

1-40 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  .. 
Measles  

45 

(9) 

41 

(10) 

rate  

Infant  Mortal ity-rate  per  1, 000 

3-19 

1-84 

A hooping  cough  

Diarrhtea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(1) 

(6) 

births 

159 

63 

2 years)  

(13) 

(1) 

General  Sanitation. 

TTotcr  S\t pply.—Watey  is  obtained  from  the  Weardale  and  Con- 
sett  Water  Company.  It  is  abundant  and  constant,  and  the  quality 
is  stated  to  be  excellent. 


Seioerage. — The  greater  paid  of  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  at  the 
Councihs  irrigation  farm  at  Stannifordham,  while  the  works  at 
(■rookhall  seiwe  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the  district.  Tlie  effluent 
from  the  irrigation  farm  is  stated  to  be  satisfactory,  and  no  com- 
})laints  have  lieen  received  with  respect  to  the  CVookhall  sewage 
disposal  works.  In  54  cases  defective  drains  were  rejiaired  or 
whollv  reconstructed. 

%j 


Scarenging. — The  Distiict  Council  employ  their  own  men  and 
Itave  their  own  hoi-ses  and  (.‘arts.  The  scavenging  is  efficientlv  car- 
ried  out  ami  the  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  Fell 
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Housing. — (a)  New  TTouses  : Tlie  number  visited  in  101.3  was 
49  and  all  are  occupied ; in  every  instance  a water-closet  was  pro- 
vided. (b)  Insanitary  Property:  Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  llegulations  156  houses  were  inspected,  54  were  considered 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  repiesentations  were  made  to  the 
sanitary  authority  with  respect  to  twelve  honses,  but  iu  only  two 
cases  were  closing  orders  made,  wlule  10  were  closed  voluntai'ily. 
The  defects  in  84  houses  wei'e  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing 
orders,  and  in  13  cases  after  the  making  of  the  order.  Six  houses 
were  demolished.  The  liouses  on  the  North  side  of  Princess  Street 
have  been  reconstructed,  and  the  Consett  Iron  Company,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  District  Council  are  considering  a scheme  for  the 
reconstruction  of  an  area  belonging  to  them.  There  appears  to  be 
an  abundance  of  houses  of  five  rooms  and  upwards,  but  these  are 
beyond  the  means  of  the  average  worker  : what  is  wanted,  adds  Dr. 
iMacintyre,  are  three  and  four-roomed  cottages. 


Nuisances. — 323  nuisances  were  aUated  : and  of  these  80  were 
with  respect  to  defects  in  dwelling-houses  and  13  were  cases  of  over- 
crowding. “ A special  effort,’^  writes  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
is  being  made  by  ^^our  Council  to  secure  the  abolition  of  ashpit- 
“ privies  and  the  substitution  of  water-closets  therefor.’’  Notices 
were  served  for  the  conversion  of  138  of  these  insanitary  privies, 
with  the  result  that  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  37  water-closets  had 
been  provided,  and  in  all  the  other  cases  the  conversions  are  being 
canned  out.  Relative  to  the  question  of  the  provision  of  water- 
closets,  Dr.  Macintyre  writes ; — The  water  supply  in  the  district  is 
abundant,  and  every  inhabited  house  is  entitled  to  one  W.C.  supply 
“ without  increased  water  rate.  The  objection  often  raised  that 
“ there  is  frequent  freezing  and  bursting  of  pipes  during  winter  has 
“ in  my  expeiience,  no  foundation  in  fact,  nor  do  I find  that  these 
“ conveniences  are  abused  by  poor  class  tenants.  On  the  contrary, 
‘‘  they  recognise  and  appreciate  the  advantage  of  the  immediate 
“ removal  of  filth  from  off  fhe  premises,  and  when  once  accustomed 
‘Ho  W.C.’s  they  have  the  strongest  objection  to  go  where  the  old 
“type  of  convenience  is  in  use.  Owners  of  cottage  property  would 
“ do  well  to  recognise  that  the  comparatively  small  cost  of  conversion 
“ is  money  well  invested,” 
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Streets. — Tlie  policy  of  llio  l)ist.i'U‘t  Coiiticil  is  to  pi'ovido  liu])ef- 
vioiis  surfaces  to  the  streets,  and  18  roadways  have  been  laid  with 
tar- mac  ad  am. 


Dairies,  Cmvsheds  and  Milhdiops. — There  are  2 cow'sheds  and  one 
milkshop  within  the  district.  In  one  case  notice  has  been  served 
to  carry  out  necessary  improvements  to  the  cowsheds.  Practically 
the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  comes  from  without  the  district. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  18.  In  two  cases  the  Council 
refused  to  renevc  the  licenses,  while  in  other  cases  notices  have  been 
served  to  carry  out  certain  improvements  before  the  time  of  renew- 
ing  the  licenses  comes  due. 

Inspection  of  Food. — 940  pounds  of  tubercidous  meat  were 
condemned,  but  owing  to  the  number  of  slaughter-houses  and  the 
irregular  times  of  slaughtering  it  is  difficult  for  the  Inspector  to 
su]»ervise  the  sale  of  meat  as  closely  as  is  desirable. 

Conitnon  Lodging  Houses. — The  common  lodging-houses,  of  which 
there  are  four,  are,  on  the  wdiole,  well  and  pu’operly  conducted. 

Offensirc  Trades. — None  mentioned. 

Factories  and  Worhdiops. — There  are  77  workshops  on  the  regis- 
ter. A number  of  inspections  were  made  to  them,  but  no  sanitary 
defects  were  found. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 

1. — The  provision  of  three  and  four-roomed  houses  for  the 
working  classes. 
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CROOK. 

A.  M ACKAV,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Injections  Diseases — Cases  and  {Deaths). 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population  . . 

12,500 

12,350 

Total  notifications 

144 

211 

Birth-rate 

29-41 

28-26 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

15-52 

14-17 

Scarlet  fever  

77 

148 

Death-rate  (Standardized)  . . 

15-84 

— 

Diphtheria  

24 

51 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-52 

1-13 

Fevers  (1  nteric,  &c.)  .. 

4 

5 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-72 

0-81 

Puerperal  lever  

1 

2 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respir.itory  diseases  death- 

1-12 

1-45 

Case.s  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles  

63 

(4) 

114 

(3) 

rcit6 , . . . . • 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

2 -SO 

2- -27 

AA’ hooping  cough  

Diarrhrea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(1) 

(nil) 

1,000  births 

138 

103 

2 years)  

(10) 

(5) 

( IeNEPx  AL  S AXITAl’IOA'. 

TT’pfrp'  S^ipplij. — The  wliole  district,  with  the  exce}ttion  of  one  or 
two  outlying  faims  and  ceitaiii  houses  at  Hilly  Hill,  is  supplied 
hy  the  Weardale  and  Consett  AVater  Co.  The  water  is  stated  to  be 
excellent  and  continuous. 

Sewerage. — The  sewers  ai’e  flushed  during  tlie  summer  months  : 
the  sewer  tlirough  Hank  foot  Woi  ks  lias  been  inlaid,  and  a new  sewer 
provided  foi-  houses  erected  in  8t.  iMaiy’s  Avenue. 

Scavenging. — Scavenging  is  for  the  most  jiart  done  by  con- 
tractors, but  when  there  is  no  secondary  means  of  access  the  refuse 
has  to  l)e  taken  through  houses  : this  w'oi'k  is  entrusted  to  tlie 
Council's  owm  ^vorkmen.  The  scavenging  is  done  once  a w'eek,  and 
refuse  is  taken  to  a tip  at  Humby  Fiill. 

nou.^ing — (a)  New  Houses:  30  new’^  houses  were  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  The  Histi'ict  (Vmncil  liave  nnder  con- 
sideration tlie  question  of  erecting  workmen’s  dwellings,  under  Part 
HI.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Woiking  Classes  Act,  1890.  (h)  Insanitary 

Iho])erty:  Under  the  Housing  ( Ins])ecti(»n  of  District)  Hegnlations 
240  houses  w'ere  ins])ected,  and  in  327  the  defects  Avere  remedied 
without  making  a closing  order.  At  Humble’s  Yard  3 houses  -were 
closed  and  the  (juestion  of  demolishing  them  is  being  considered;  at 
Roddymoor  the  external  Avails  of  30  houses  have  been  raised  so  as 
to  provide  two  good  bedrmjins  and  living  rooms  : at  l^fount  Pleasant 
1.8  houses  are  being  similarh”  dealt  Avith  : at  Sixth  Street  6 back-to- 
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hack  liouses  have  l)eeii  eonvc'rted  into  tlii  oiigli  lionses  ; iinpi'oveinents 
have  also  been  carried  out  to  Welsh  How. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  however,  draws  attention  to  the 
fact  that  at  Harris’s  Property,  Billy  Row,  although  the  owner 
submitted  plans  in  1912  of  the  improvements  he  wms  prepared  to 
carry  out,  practically  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  defects, 
and  he  considers  that  more  energetic  action  should  be  taken  by  the 
Council  in  dealing  with  insanitary  conditions  to  wdiich  attention 
has  l)een  specially  drawn  in  the  reports  made  thereon. 

Nuisances. — Of  the  274  nuisances  abated  during  the  wear,  ld2 
were  with  respect  to  structural  defects  in  dwelling-houses  and  63  with 
respect  to  defective  yard  paving;  91  ashpit-privies  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  85  were  converted  into  ash-closets  and  G into  water- 
closets.  The  number  of  water-closets,  ash-closets,  and  ashpit- 
jirivies  in  the  district  is  in  the  order  mentioned,  212,  1,817  and  111. 

Sfreeis — Th.e  following  roads  have  ])een  m:ide  up  under  tlie 
Private  Street  Works  Act.  Mount  Pleasant  to  Arthur  Street,  Back 
Arthur  Tei'i-ace,  Back  Oraliam  C’ottages,  Sunniside. 

Dairies  and  ('owsheds — They  are  inspected  and  on  the  whole  are 
said  to  l)e  fairly  satisfactory.  There  are  no  dairies  except  in  con- 
nection with  a fe^v  farms.  There  is  one  small  lock-up  milkshop  at 
Crook. 


SlaugJifer-houses. — There  are  13  registered  slaughter-houses.  As 
regards  cleanliness  they  are  fairly  satisfactoi'y,  but  most  of  the 
slaugliteriiig  is  done  under  the  same  roof  as  tlie  sho]». 

Factories  and  TT  orhshops — Tliei'e  are  32  I'egistered  woi’kshops 
luider  the  Pul}lic  Health  Acts;  8 nuisances  were  found  and  5 abated. 
At  tliree  j)laces  the  closet  accommodation  was  defective.  Other 
nuisances  wei'c  with  respect  to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  etc.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  draws  attention  to  tlie  fact  tliat  the  sui-- 
1‘oundings  of  2 bakehouses,  I'epoided  on  in  1908,  have  not  yet  been 
attended 
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in 


S ANITAR  Y 1 \ EQUIIJ  EM  EAT.-^ . 

1.  — To  deal  iiioi'e  eiiei’^etieally  witli  alterations  and  improve- 
ments recommended  under  the  Housing'  Act. 

2.  — -Early  abolition  of  all  middeii-privies  in  Crook,  and  cement- 
ing of  yards. 

3.  — -Water-closets  for  all  new  houses  erected  in  Crook  especially, 

4.  — Making  and  paving  of  all  back  streets, 

5.  — Paving  and  channelling  in  Low  Albert  Street, 

6.  — Thorough  disinfection  of  infected  dwellings,  clothing,  and 
bedding. 


FELLING. 

Wm.  E.  P E.\COCK.  M D.,  B.Hy  , Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

191-3. 

191-2. 

Estimated  Population 

2.5,033 

25,359 

Birth-rate 

29-80 

-29-53 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

14-(j3 

15-89 

Death-rate  (Standatafized). . 

11-83 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1 -05 

1-69 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-S5 

1-41 

Total  I'uberculosis  death-rate 

1 -32 

-2  -40 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

rate 

2 -IS 

2-32 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1,000  V)irths 

1-28 

119 

Infections  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notitication.s 

203 

146 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever 

76 

40 

Diphtheria 

24 

17 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.). . 

5 

3 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

72 

-24 

Measles  . . 

(4) 

(‘26) 

Whooping  cough  

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(o) 

(4) 

2 years 

(14) 

(6) 

Cexeral  Sanitation, 

aier  Supply. — ddie  disti'ict  has  a good  and  constant  water 
supply  from  the  Newcastle  and  Cateshead  Water  Company, 

SeuH>r(i(je — The  sewage  is  distdiai’ged  direct  into  tlie  Tvne 
without  any  previous  treatment. 


Scavenging. — A,s  hitherto  this  woi'k  is  carried  out  by  workmen 
employed  by  the  Council  and  imdei*  the  supei'vision  of  the  Surveyor. 
Alfout  one-third  of  tlie  refuse  is  dealt  witli  bv  the  destructoi',  the 


remaindei'  is  eithei'  distiibuted  to  local  farmei's, 
maniii'e,  or  ti[)j)ed  into  disused  (piarries.  The  total 
with  annuallv  amounts  to  over  18,500  loads. 


who  use  it  for 
quantitv  dealt 

^ V 


Rou.'^ing. — ((/)  New  Houses  : 19  liouses  were  erected  and  occu})ied 
during  the  veaTC  Insaiutary  lh'u])ertY : Under  the  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  220  houses  were  inspected,  9(S 
were  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation;  rej)resentations  were 
made  with  respect  to  7G,  and  closing  orders  made,  while  16  were  put 
into  a pro])er  state  of  repair,  in  10  cases  without  resorting  to  a 
closing  order  and  6 after  the  luaking  of  the  order.  The  list  of 
houses  closed  is  hei'e  given: — Nos.  7 and  9,  Albion  Street,  1,  3,  5, 
7 and  9,  Ihilmerbs  l\ow.  No.  3,  Hack  St.  Alban’s  Place,  1-1,  16  andl8, 
The  Stead,  Windy  Nook  ; Nos.  1,  2 aiid  3,  Rowlandson  Terrace, 
High  Heworth;  Nos.  4,  5 and  6,  Park  Row,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 
10  and  11,  C'hapel  Square,  No.  1 Hack  and  Nos.  1,  3,  5,  7,  9,  11, 
15,  17,  18,  21,  23,  25  and  25  and  33  Hack  and  35,  UhiaiTy  Row,  Nos. 
1,  2,  3,  4,  5 and  6,  Thompson  Place,  5 tenements  Vane  Yard,  Back 
High  Street,  aiid  2 tenements  Hack  Holly  Street,  Felling ; 4 tene- 
ments Nest  Road,  4 tenements  Factory  Road,  and  No.  1,  Alder’s 
Place,  Felling  Shore;  10  tenements  Jonadab  Place,  Bill  Quay.  24 
of  these  houses  were  unoccupied. 

The  houses  in  Nest  Road,  Factory  Road,  Tyne  Street  and  the 
foot  of  Storeygate  Lane,  Felling  Shoi'e,  are  being  demolished  ; some 
old  cottages  in  Summer  Street  and  Office  Road,  Felling,  which  have 
been  closed  for  a number  of  vears  have  also  been  demolislied  and  the 
site  cleared.  Plans  for  new  houses  in  place  of  those  which  are  being 
demolished  i]i  Crudace  Street,  Felling,  have  been  apj)roved  by  the 
Council,  and  demolition  orders  have  been  served  on  the  owners  of 
28  and  30,  Split  Crow  Lane,  4,  5,  and  6,  Hunter’s  Place,  Felling, 
and  6 tenements  at  Oatmeal  Mill,  Windy  Nook.  Only  slow  progress 
has  been  made  to  tlie  defective  pro})erty  at  Heworth  Colliery ; at 
Wardlev  Collierv  re];)resentations  have  been  made  to  the  owners  of 
certain  back-to-back  houses,  and  the  requirements  of  the  Council  are 
])eing  considered  ; wdth  respect  to  the  houses  at  the  back  of  Pump 
Row  and  Sunderland  Terrace  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  them. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  llealth  again  urges  that  all  new  houses  should 
be  provided  with  water-closets.  There  are  4,185  ash-closets  and  34 
ashpit-privies  in  the  district,  as  against  only  460'  water-closets. 

Nuisances. — 216  informal  and  8 statutory  notices  were  served 
to  abate  nuisances;  all  were  complied  with.  As  a result  14  back 
yards  were  paved  and  15  repaired,  and  the  floors  of  16  houses  ’were 
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renewed  and  14  repaved.  In  addition  pantries  to  18  houses  were 
provided,  14  windows  repaired,  27  houses  provided  with  i)roi)er  rain 
water  guttering  and  down  spouts,  and  the  water  bi'ought  into  28 
houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milhshops. — The  number  of  cowkeepers  on 
the  register  is  18,  and  these  supply  most  of  the  milk  in  the  district. 
The  cowsheds  are  Avell  lighted  and  ventilated  and  are  said  to  be  in  a 
sanitary  condition.  The  milksellers  number  38. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  9 slaughter-houses.  They  are  well 
maintained.  The  District  Council  undertake  the  removal  of  offal 
to  the  destructor. 

Food  Inspection. — Not  mentioned. 

Factories  and  WoiFshops.— There  are  51  workshops  on  the 
register,  and  in  the  districts  thei'e  are  also  9 factories.  One  defect 
Avas  found  on  inspection  and  remedied.  There  are  no  outworkers.’^ 
The  Ijakehouses  are  regularly  liniewashed  and  are  kept  Avell. 

Sanitary  Kequirembnts  . 

Not  mentioned. 


HEBBURN. 

E.  E.  Norman,  M.B.,  B S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statisticj.  Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

191-2. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population  . 

23,580 

22,561 

Total  notifications 

367 

175 

Birth-rate 

31-48 

33-73 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

15 ‘31 

17-68 

Scarlet  fever  

155 

59 

Death-rate  (Standardized).. 

16-02 

— 

Diphtheria  

38 

29 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-44 

3-14 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.)  .. 

26 

9 

Phthisis  death-rate 

1-06 

0-84 

Puerperal  fever  

nil 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death  rate 

1-90 

1-64 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

207 

95 

Respiratory  disea.ses  death- 

Measles  

(7) 

(29) 

rate  

2-20 

3-10 

Whooning  coush  

(3) 

(23) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

1,000  births  

120 

157 

2 years)  

(17) 

(13) 

General  Sanitation. 

IVater  Supply. — The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and 
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Shields  Water  CVfiiipauY.  The  water,  tlioug’h  very  liai'd,  is 
■stated  to  he  pure  in  quality  and  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 

Snveyage. — The  question  of  the  efficient  ventilation  of  the  sewers 
Continues  to  receive  attention,  and  during  the  year  additional  shaft 
ventilators  were  provided. 


Scarcny'uKj. — There  are  4,075  ash-closets,  41)  as]q)it-privies,  and 
242  water-closets  in  the  district.  The  emptying  of  the  closets  and 
the  street  scavenging  is  done  by  the  CoimciTs  oAvn  workmen.  The 
ash-closets  are  cleansed  once  a week  during  the  night-time.  Some 
of  the  streets  and  lanes  are  not  kejit  as  clean  as  might  lie  the  case. 
The  refuse  is  taken  out  to  sea  in  hop])ers  belonging  to  the  United 
Alkali  (unnpany.  The  question  of  erecting  a ciuay  and  providing 
a ho})})er,  referred  to  in  the  last  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  is  still  in  abeyance. 


The  District  Council  have  decided  to  require  in  future  the  pro- 


vision of  water-closets  in  the  case  of  new  houses.  During  recent 
years  the  number  of  Avater-closets  has  gradually  increased,  for  while 
live  years  ago  there  were  only  111,  there  are  now,  as  stated  above, 
242.  “Anything  more  foul  or  insanitary,”  writes  Dr.  Norman, 
“ than  the  ordinary  drv-closet  would  be  hard  to  find.” 


Housing. — («)  New  Houses  : 17  houses  were  erected  and  occupied 
during  the  year,  and  all  but  three  wei'e  provided  with  baths,  water- 
closets  and  sanitary  ashbins.  There  are  20  houses  in  the  course  of 
erection.  Hebburn,  with  one  exception,  is  the  most  overcrowded 
sanitai'v  district  in  the  Administrative  Countv.  The  number  of 

«.  t/ 

])ersons  living  in  overcrowded  dwellings  (i.e.,  over  two  })ersons  per 
room)  represents  42' 1 per  cent,  of  the  population  living  in  private 
families.  As  piivate  enterprise  wdll  not  meet  the  demand,  the  only 
remedy  is  for  the  Council  themselves  to  take  the  matter  in  hand  and 
to  cai'ry  out  the  provisions  of  t^aiT  HI.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890.  Foi  ty  houses  have  been  closed  and  20  should 
have  been  similarly  dealt  with  but  for  tlie  utter  impossibility  of 
finding  other  accommodation  for  the  disjdaced  occupants.  This 
overcrowdutg  is  a very  grave  evil,  and  is  one  which  cannot  be  ignored. 
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(h)  Insanitai’v  Property:  Under  and  for  t1ie  purpose  of  Section  17  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  1909,  aiid  the  order  of  the 
Local  Goverimient  Board  the  nuinl^er  of  houses  inspected  was  124. 
Other  particulars  required  by  x4rticle  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Kegulations  are  not  given,  but  it  is  stated  that  notices 
served  under  Section  15  (3)  with  respect  to  97  houses  have  i]i  nearly 
all  cases  been  complied  with.  Other  defective  houses  inspected  in 
1912  were  put  into  a properly  habitable  condition  during  the  ])resent 
Tear. 

t-' 


Streets. — The  surface  of  the  roads  and  streets  from  end  to  end 
“ of  the  district  is  in  a verv  unsatisfactorv  condition,  being  uneven 

t/  t/  ■ O 

‘riand  full  of  ruts  and  holes, and  ’riio  further  progress  has  been 
made  with  the  continuation  of  Argyle  Street  through  the  colliery.^' 
This  road,  which  has  become  the  chief  means  of  through  communica- 
tion, is  in  a deplorable  state. 


Nuisances.' — To  abate  nuisances  302  informal  and  2 statutorv 

V 

notices  were  served.  Dr.  Xorman  calls  attention  to  the  serious 
nuisance  arisin.g  fi'om  the  keeping  of  fowls  and  pigeons  in  l>ack  yards, 
with  the  result  that  some  of  the  back  streets  are  habitualH  in  a verA" 

V </ 

dirty  condition.  The  nuisances  abated  included  the  remedying  of 
stnictural  defects  in  72  houses,  and  the  relaying  or  repairing  of 
defectiye  yard  ])aying  in  10  instances. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — -There  is  one  common  lodging-house 
and,  as  stated  in  the  last  report  of  the  iMedical  Officer  of  Health,  it  is 
in  need  of  repair. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  MUkshops — The  number  of  cowsheds  and 
their  genei’al  sanitary  and  structural  condition  are  not  giyen,  but  in 
his  report  tlie  Inspector  of  Nuisances  remarks:  “As  you  are  Avell 
“ aware  of  the  conditions  Avhich  exist  on  one  farm,  it  inaA"  be  as  Avell 
“to  say  nothing  more  at  present.’^  IMost  of  the  milk  is  imimrted 
from  outside  the  Urban  District. 


Slanghter-liouses — There  are  7 slaughter-houses,  in  three  of  which 


oidy  pigs  are  slaughtered, 
satisfactoiy^,  though  every 

V ^ O 1/ 


The  slaugliter-houses  are  not  in  all  cases 
care  is  taken  to  ensure  cleanliness.  In 
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mie  case  slaugliterieg  is  done  in  the  shop  itself.  An  increasing 
Jiinonnt  of  chilled  meat  is  being  sold  in  the  disti'ict,  and  there  ai'e 
now  16  shops  where  foreign  meat  is  retailed. 


Insprcfinn  of  Food — For  having  unsound  meat  on  their  jiremises 
t]iree  retailers  were  warned.  The  carcases  of  two  tul)ercnlons  ani- 
mals were  sun-endered  and  destroyed. 


Fadories  and  WorkshopH. — There  are  12  registered  worksho})S. 
To  these  ])laces  26  inspections  were  made  and  2 defects  found  and 
remedied.  The  number  of  outworkers  is  tliree.  There  is  at  pi  esent 
onlv  one  bakehouse  in  the  district. 


Sanitary  Ivequirements  . 

1.  — ^The  provision  of  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890, 

2.  — G-reater  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  streets. 

3.  — -The  general  adoption  of  the  water-carriage  system  in  lieu 
of  the  present  insanitary  conservancy  system  of  excrement  dis])Osal. 


HETTONLE-HOLE. 

J.  Adamson,  M 13.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

19i;t 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

16,100 

15,900 

Birth-rate 

37-39 

34-71 

Death-rate  (Ci  ude) 

18  ”25 

13-45 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 

18  ”22 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

2-30 

0-50 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

1 -06 

1-07 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-’  ate 

2-17 

1-63 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate 

2 -86 

1 -13 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1 000 
births 

152 

121 

hifectioux  Diseases  —Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notificatioiis 

145 

149 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever 

83 

90 

Diphtheria 

32 

20 

Fevers  (Enteric,  A*c.) 

8 

10 

Piierptral  fever 

nil 

nil 

Cases  treated  at  ho.spital  . . 

43 

29 

.Measles  . . 

(14) 

(niP 

Whooping:  cough 

Diarrhtea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(1) 

(5) 

2 years) 

(11) 

(nil) 

General  Sanitation. 
Water  Supply. — Not  mentioned. 


Sewerage. — Not  mentioned. 
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Scareng'nig. — Tlio  Avoi’k  iy  carried  out  by  liii-ed  laljour  and  is 
done  satisfactorily,  but  the  present  arrangement  is  said  to  be  mucli 
too  costly. 

H ousing. — («)  New  Houses:  85  were  erected  and  occujtied.  (6) 
Insanitary  Property:  The  question  of  taking  action  under  Part  II. 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  Avith  respect  to 
a congested  area  in  the  Hetton  AVard  and  some  smaller  areas  in  the 
district  has  been  under  consideration  by  the  District  Council  during 
the  year.  As  a preliminary  step  it  is  pi’oposed  to  provide  housing 
accommodation  for  tlie  working  classes  under  Part  HI.  of  the  Act. 
The  Liambton  and  Hetton  Coal  Company  have  carried  out  consider- 
able improvements  to  their  property,  and  similar  accion  has  been 
taken  by  private  oAvners. 

Nuisances. — During  the  A^ear  302  nuisances  were  dealt  Avith,  and 
of  these  10  related  to  structural  defects  in  houses  and  49  Avere  in 
connection  Avitli  defectively  paved  yards.  During  the  year  the  office 
of  Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  was  separated,  and  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Butterworth  aj)pointed  to  the  latter  post.  He  also  super- 
intends the  scavenging,  AAdiich  occupies  much  of  his  time. 

Streets. — Many  of  the  roads  in  the  district  are  urgently  in  need 
of  attention. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — The  lodging-houses  (2)  are  far  from 
satisfactory.  Representations  have  been  made  and  notices  served, 
but  very  little  has  been  done. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Four  notices  Avere  served  to  remedy 

sanitarv  defects. 

1/ 


Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation  and  the  pro- 
vision of  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  AVorking  Classes 
Act,  1890. 

2.  — -'Idle  making  up  of  the  streets  of  the  district. 

3.  — Im])rovements  to  the  common  lodging-houses. 
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HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING. 

D.  S.  Park,  P'.R.C  S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Iri/ections  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913. 

1912 

Estimated  Population 

10,099 

9,910 

Total  notifications 

184 

133 

Birth-rate  

33-76 

34-60 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

17-23 

14-73 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

90 

95 

Death-rate  (Standardized)  . . 

lC-91 

— 

Diphtheria 

21 

10 

Zymotic  death-rate 

2-87 

1-21 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

3 

4 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-.'i9 

0-50 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

0-69 

0-60 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles  . . 

84 

(4) 

36 

(1) 

rate  . . 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

2-99 

2-02 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(nil) 

(S) 

1,000  births 

146 

131 

2 years)  

(20) 

(1) 

General  Sanitation. 

nV/fcr  Supply. — -Water  is  obtained  from  the  Houghton  Colliery 
and  partly  from  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company. 
The  laying  of  a compound  main  from  the  reservoirs  to  supply  the 
workmen’s  dwellings,  which  it  is  pioposed  to  ei'ect  under  the  Housing 
Acts,  the  hospital  and  tlie  houses  and  farms  on  the  Hetton  Road  is 
neai'ing  completion.  Numerous  bursts  in  the  mains  have  been 
caused  bv  land  subsidences. 


Sewera<je. — An  ini|jrovement  has  been  made  with  the  collecting 
of  sewers  to  manholes  at  Elm  Place,  Market  Place,  but  the  condition 
of  sewers  wheio  affected  liy  colliery  workings  is  much  the  same  as 
reported  last  year.  With  regard  to  the  sewage  farm,  the  Medical 
Officeiyof  Health  writes. — ‘‘The  land  is  still  subsiding  owing  to  the 
“ colliery  woi'kings,  so  that  the  gi’eatest  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
“ obtaining  anything  like  a possilde  effluent.  The  under  drainage 
“ is  seriously  affected,  and  the  tanks  are  sO'  ruptured  as  to  be  practi- 
“ cally  useless  during  the  greater  })art  of  the  year.  No  real  improve- 
“ ment  is  possible  until  the  land  has  ceased  to  subside.’’ 


Scarengiiuj. — The  Council  have  undertaken  the  scavenging  of  two 
more  districts  by  direct  labour,  but  owing  to  the  inadecpiate  amount 
of  team  labour  and  the  difficulty  of  hiring  team  labour  foj'  this  class 
of  work,  the  scavenging  of  these  two  areas  has  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory.  Tlie  cpiestion  of  the  Council  providing  their  own  horses 
and  caids  and  doing  all  the  scavenging  themselves  is  one  which  the 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  the  Council  should  give  their 
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serious  consideration.  There  are  two  tips,  one  is  at  })resent  in  use: 
i-efuse  is  als(.)  used  as  manui'e,  and  is  de|)Osited  on  agricultural  land. 

//ow.si//g.— (a)  New  Houses  : 17  were  buiTt  and  alloccu])ied  during 
the  year.  A scheme  for  the  erectio]i  of  52  houses  under  Ihirt  III.  of 
the  Housing  of  the  'Working  C'lasses  Act,  1890,  has  been  prepared. 
Idiere  is  a great  demand  for  workmen's  dwellings  in  the  district. 
(h)  Insanitary  Property:  In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Pegulations  177  new  houses  were 
insj)ected,  b were  regarded  as  uiiht  for  human  habitation  and  closing 
oi'ders  wei’e  made,  and  the  number  of  houses  repaired  without  I'esort- 
ing  to  a closing  order  was  148.  The  chief  defects  found  were  defec- 
tively })aved  yards,  damp  tlooi's,  defectively  lighted  and  ventilate<l 
attics.  Improvements  have  been  effected  to  houses  in  Hobinson 
Street  (19  houses),  to  9 tenements  in  Bruce’s  Buildings,  to  104  in 
Newbottle  Street  (5  tenements),  to  32  houses  in  D’Arcy  Street,  to  5 
houses  in  Quarry  Bow  and  to  19  in  William  Street,  Newtown. 
Notices  with  respect  to  15  houses  in  George  Street  have  also  been 
served  requiring  the  provision  of  ash-closets  ana  the  relaying  of  the 
yards.  At  Long  Bow,  Corving  Bow  and  Bidburn  Boav,  Chilton  Moor, 
the  defects  in  29  houses  have  been  remedied.  At  Bowlbv  Street 

t/ 

water-closets  have  been  provided  to  30  houses  on  the  north  side  of  the 
street,  and  ash-closets  to  20  houses  on  the  opposite  side,  yards  and 
floors  have  been  cemented  and  general  repairs  to  the  houses  carried 
out. 


Xuisances. — 574  nuisances  were  abated;  213  ashpit-privies  were 
converted  into  ash-closets  and  49  into  water-closets.  There  are  still 
527  ashpit-privies  and  those  at  Low  Hill  side  call  for  special  mention. 

Streets. — The  Surveyor  has  lieen  instructed  to  prepare  plans  and 
s[)ecifications  for  the  making  up  of  a number  of  the  private  streets 
in  the  district.  “ This  work,”  Dr.  Park  states,  should  be  seriously 
taken  in  liand  at  once,  as  they  are  in  a very  unsatisfactory  con- 
“dition.” 

Common  Tjodging  Houses. — The  lodging-houses,  of  which  there 
are  3,  ai'e  situated  at  High  Hill  Gate,  Grey  Horse  Lane  and  Gas 
House  Lane.  The  houses  are  orderly  and  well  kept. 


Dairirs,  Cou'slu'ds  nn<l  AlilhHliops. — Tliey  are  regularly  and 
.systematically  inspected  and  the  pi  emises  are  said  to  be  clean,  well 
kept,  and  the  lighting  and  ventilation  are  adequate.  Their  number 
is  not  given  and  there  are  no  particulars  as  to  their  structural  con- 
dition. No  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances  at  any  of  these 
places. 

Slaughfcr-hovses. — There  are  10  registered  slaughter-houses.  In 
some  cases  the  slaughtering  is  done  in  the  shop,  which  is  most  un- 
desirable. 

Food  Ii},<ippctioii . — Not  mentioned. 

Offensive  Trades. — There  are  10  hsli  friers  ami  1 tallow  chandler. 
The  bye-laws  generally  ai'e  complied  with. 

Factories  and  TTV>r/,'5/iop.s’. — Two  complaints  with  respect  to  the 
sanitary  conveniences  were  received  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

Sanitary  Requirements  . 

1.  — Impi'oved  method  of  scavenging. 

2. — The  making  up  of  the  private  streets  in  the  district. 

3.  — The  abolition  of  the  ashpit-privies. 


LEADCxATE. 


Wm.  Alt.en,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infections  Diseases— Cases 

and  (Deaths). 

1913. 

191-2. 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population 

5,000 

5.000 

Total  notifications 

37 

31 

Birth-rate 

34-80 

30-00 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . ' . . 

18-40 

17-00 

.Scarlet  fever 

11 

19 

Death-rate  (-.Standardized)  . . 

18-47 

— 

Diphtheria 

11 

9 

Zymotic  death-rate 

3-60 

1-80 

Fevers  (Enteric,  etc.)  . . 

nil 

nil 

Phthisis  dnath-rate  .. 

1-00 

1-40 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

2-40 

2-00 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

11 

16 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles  . . 

(8) 

(1) 

rate  . . 

3-0O 

3-40 

Whooning  cough 

(2) 

(8) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

births 

92 

113 

2 years) 

(7) 

(3) 

General  Sanitation. 

Wafer  Supply. — The  district  is  supplied  by  the  tVeardale  and 


Consett  Water  Com})any;  tliere  is  a sufficiency,  and  the  quality  of 
the  water  is  said  to  be  good. 

Sewerage. — The  main  drains  are  reported  to  be  constructed  of 
sanitary  pipes,  and  are  well  ventilated.  Most  of  the  sewage  is  treated 
at  the  sewage  disposal  works. 

Scavenging. — Nearly  the  whole  district  is  scavenged  by  contract; 
at  some  of  the  farms  the  o-ccupants  attend  to  this  themselves.  How 
often  the  refuse  is  removed  and  the  means  of  disposal,  and  as  to 
whether  the  work  is  satisfactorily  carried  out,  not  stated. 

IL  ousing. — (o)  New  Houses  : 19  were  built  and  occupied  during 
tile  year,  and  of  these  15  were  provided  with  water-closets  and  4 with 
ash-closets.  (5)  Insanitary  Proi)erty : In  Plantation  Street  and  Nor- 
man Street  19  two-roomed  houses  were  rebuilt,  also  1 four-roomed 
house  at  Iveston.  There  is  a sufficiencv  of  workmen’s  houses,” 
writes  1)]’.  Allen,  “ so  that  your  Pouncil  have  not  built  any.”  With 
I'espect  to  the  Housing  (Iiis])ection  of  District)  Pegulations,  1910,  tlie 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  states  : — “ Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspec- 
" tion  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  has  not  been  put  into  foi'ce,  as 
the  largest  owners,  the  Consett  Iron  Co.,  are  gradually  improving 
their  cottages,  and  the  smaller  owners  will  do  what  is  necessary. 
Under  ?iection  17  of  the  Act  of  1910,  therefore,  there  were  no  orders 
for  closure  made,  and  none  applied  for,  so  that  the  usual  tabular 
“ statement  is  uncalled  for.” 

Nuisances. — 52  informal  notices  were  served  and  34  nuisances 
abated;  of  these  10  were  with  respect  to  structural  defects  in  dwel- 
ling-houses and  3 to  remedy  defectively  paved  yards.  It  is  stated 
that  ins])ection  is  cariied  out  continuously. 

SlaugJifer-linjises. There  are  7 slauo-hter-houses.  “ Thev  are  all 
“^ffin  a good  sanitary  condition  and  are  kept  clean.”  With  respect 
to  these  places  no  further  particulars  are  given. 

Fotnl  I nsitccfion . — No  unsound  food  intended  foi‘  human  con- 
sumption and  otrere<l  for  sale  was  detected  dui-ing  the  year. 
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Factory  and  Woikstiop-^. — A register  is  ke|)t  and  tlie  workshops 
“ are  controlled  by  the  bye-laws  A’  They  are  regularly  inspected  and 
kept  clean. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

None  mentioned. 


RYTON. 


James  W.  Smith,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

E.itimated  Population 

13,7.50 
,32 -07 

13,4.'!0 

Total  notifications 

263 

88 

Birth-rate 

:-il  “22 

Smallpox 

nit 

nil 

Death-rat  (Crude) 

12-22 

11-15 

Scarlet  fever 

175 

44 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 

i2-:io 

— 

Diphtheria 

34 

16 

Zymotic  death-rate  .. 

109 

0-5!t 

Fevers  (Enteiic,  Ac.) 

11 

t 

Idithi.sis  death  rate  .. 

0-95 

0-37 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

1-S9 

1-19 

Cases  treated  at  hos])ital 
Measles  . . 

13-2 

(o) 

22 

(nil) 

rate 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  l,00(i 

2-11 

1-85 

Whoopint!:  cough 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(1) 

(o) 

births 

91 

100 

2 years) 

W 

(nil) 

General  Sanitation. 


Wafer — The  supply  from  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
(.V)m{)any  has  lieen  never  failing  ” and  is  of  excellent  c}uality. 


Scavenging — On  the  whole  this  has  been  carried  out  satisfac- 
torily ; covered  carts  are  now  used,  which  lessens  the  nuisances  caused 
liy  the  blowing  about  of  dust  a,nd  dirt  in  windy  weather.  Dust  bins 
in  place  of  fixed  rece|)tacles  am  also  being  used  in  certain  parts  of 
the  district. 


Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  Only  24  new  houses  were  built  and 
occui)ied  during  the  year,  as  against  111  in  1912  and  64  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  There  is  an  appreciable  amount  of  overcrowding  and 
a great  demand  for  houses.  The  District  Council  have  decided  07i 
the  ei'ection  of  25  houses  in  the  meantime,  which  will  probaldy  be 
followed  by  25  more  later.  It  is  antici]»ated  that  the  Stella  Coal 
Comjiany  will  erect  lOO  more  houses.  Dr.  Smith  again  strongly 
advises  the  provision  of  watei'-closets  in  the  case  of  all  new  houses, 
(b)  Insanitary  Property:  1 nder  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection 
gf  District^  Regrdations  218  houses  were  inspected,  7 were  consid- 


ered  unfit  for  luiman  liabitatioii,  and  witli  la'Sjiect  to  these  closing 
ordei’s  were  made.  In  137  cases  the  defects  were  remedied  without 
making  an  order,  and  in  two  cases  this  was  done  after  making  an 
order.  Idle  nuisances  abated  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  include : 
defects  to  houses  (67),  defective  yards  (46),  and  defects  in  connection 
with  house  drainage  (137).  184  ashpit-privies  were  converted  into 

ash-closets  (136)  and  water-closets  (48)  ; 2 ash-closets  were  converted 
into  water-closets.  The  number  of  ashpits  is  696,  ash-closets  1,310, 
and  water-closets  696. 

Streets. — Many  defective  back  streets  referred  to  in  previous 
reports  have  been  remedied ; the  streets  at  Crookhill  in  bad  weather 
ai'e  practically  impassa])le,  but  are  a])out  to  be  remedied,  as  are  also 
certain  streets  at  Kyton.  The  road  leading  to  Woodside  Bank  Top, 
to  Garden  Teri'ace  and  the  back  streets  at  Greenside  are  also  greatly 
in  need  of  attention.  Dr.  Smith  again  draws  attention  to  the  con- 
dition of  tlie  road  from  East  End,  Pyton,  to  Newburn  Biidge. 

Nuisances. — 478  were  abated.  216  formal  and  377  informal 
notices  were  served. 

Dairies  and  Goicstieds. — These  wej’e  systematically  inspected,  and 
on  the  whole  found  to  ])e  clean  and  well  kept. 

Slaughter-houses. — These  were  periodically  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Worhdiops. — There  are  no  factories,  and  the  few 
workshops  and  Avorkplaces  winch  are  usually  rooms  in  dwelling- 
houses  are  satisfactory. 

The  office  of  Sur  veyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances  was  separated 
(kning  the  year,  and  Mr.  .Jenkins,  Gei‘t.  R.S.I.  appointed  Inspector 
of  Nuisances. 


Sanitary  Pequiubmbnts. 

-1  .-—The  provision  of  water-closets  to  all  new  houses. 

2- — 'J\)  improve  Ihe  present  insanitarv  comlition  of  the  back 
streets, 
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SRAM  AM  HARBOUR. 

Luke  G.  Dii.lon,  M.l).,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statiatlcs. 


1913. 

191-2. 

Estimated  Population 

18,000 

16.500 

Birth-rate 

34-39 

36-91 

Death-rate  (Crude)  .. 

15  "88 

14-96 

Death  -i-at  e (,  8 ta  n dard  i ze  d ) 

16-13 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

2-28 

1-63 

Phtliisis  death-rate  . . 

0-67 

0 -85 

Total  Tuberculosis  death  rate 

1-28 

2-06 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

rate 

2-83 

4-tiO 

Infant  mortality -rate  per 

1,000  births 

163 

128 

Infectiniix  Disrasoif — Caftea  and  (Death.'i). 

1913.  1912. 

Total  notifications  . . 

93 

72 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

38 

29 

Diphtheria 

3 

4 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

4 

9 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

26 

21 

Measles 

(14) 

(8) 

Whooping  cough 

Dianlnea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(4) 

(0) 

2 years)  . . 

(21) 

(13) 

Geisteral  Sanitation. 


Water. — The  supply  is  from  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 
AVater  Company  and  is  said  to  be  satisfactory. 


Sewerage. — The  South  Pier  outfall  has  been  extended  80  feet,  a 
new  sewer  has  lieen  laid  in  Cottages  lload,  and  other  drainage  Avorks 
carried  out.  Plans  are  being  prepared  to  take  all  the  sewage  of  the 
Ui'ban  Disti'ict  to  the  south  of  the  town  ; the  scheme  also  provides  for 
the  drainage  of  the  Easington  Pural  District. 

Scavenging. — The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  GounciPs  own 
workmen  ; ash-closets,  ]>ail-closets  and  ash-bins  are  emptied -twice 
weekly;  diw  aslipits  at  least  weekly:  specially  covej'ed  carts,  oi‘  carts 
covered  wuth  tar])aulin  are  used. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses  : 26  were  built  and  occupied.  On 
Nov.  3i’d  the  Local  Government  Hoard  held  an  Inquiry  relative  to  the 
District  Council’s  application  to  borrow  a sum  of  T9, 577  for  the 
I)urchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  workmen’s  dwellings.  The 
Council’s  proposal  is  to  build  45  three-roomed  houses  with  scullery  in 
addition.  There  wall  be  24  houses  to  the  acre  and  the  site  to  be 
covered  1-8345  acres.  The  application  has  since  been  granted,  (h) 
Insanitary  Property:  hinder  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  192  houses  were  inspected,  192  or  100  % were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  liiiman  habitation,  and  3 representations  and  3 closing 
orders  were  made ; 78  were  made  l)al)itable  wuthout  nniking  a closing 
order,  and  the  alterations  to  38,  wdiich  will  entail  the  dernolition  of 
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12,  will  be  taken  in  band  shortly.  During  the  year  17  houses  were 
either  deniolished  oi‘  incorpoi-ated  with  others. 

The  nuinber  and  type  of  sanitary  conveniences  are  as  follows : — - 
water-closets,  1,487  pail-closets  129,  ashpit-privies  768. 

Nuisance.!^. — 221  nuisances  were  abated,  and  of  these  123  were 
with  respect  to  ashpits  and  privies.  As  regards  structural  defects  in 
houses  no  notices  appear  to  have  been  served  or  nuisances  abated 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Cominori  Lodging  Houses. — The  3 lodging-houses  wxu'e  inspected 
on  48  occasions  and  found  in  good  order. 

Dainies,  Cowsheds  and  MUloshops. — The  dairy  farms  (2)  were 
regulaidy  insj)ected  and  found  satisfactory.  The  animals  w^ere  not 
examined  by  a veterinary  surgeon.  The  milkshops  wei'c  also  found 
on  inspection  to  be  in  good  order. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  14  on  the  register;  slaughtering  is 
done  in  tlie  sho])  in  some  cases,  l)ut  in  one  case  the  slaughtering  has 
been  transferred  to  prejnises  at  the  back. 


Inspection  of  Ships — The  number  of  ships  ins|)ected  was  228, 
and  of  these  107  were  foi'eign  and  121  British.  With  the  exception 
of  the  want  of  cleaidiness  in  o instances,  all  wei'e  found  in  o'ood  oi'der. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  10  factories,  10  workshops 
and  16  workplaces  ; all  were  ins])ected  and  found  in  good  order. 
There  ai-e  no  underground  bakehouses. 


Sanitary  Requirements . 

Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  working 
classes. 
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SlilLDON. 

S.  Fielden,  iM.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

191-2. 

Estimated  Rooulation 

13,911 

13,721 

Birth-rate 

31-48 

28  -56 

Death-rate  (Crude)  .. 

14-81 

1.5-08 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 

14-73 

— 

Zymotic  (ieath-rate  . . 

1 -44 

3-35 

Phthisi.s  death-rate  . . 

1-00 

1-45 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-.58 

1-89 

Respiratory  di.seases  death- 
rate 

-2-44 

1-89 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1. OX)  births 

141 

86 

Infpctioua  Diseases— Ca/>es  and  (De-aths). 


1913 

191-2. 

Total  notifications  . . 

92 

396 

Smallpc'X 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

38 

354 

Diphtheria 

14 

22 

Fevers  (Enteric,  c^c.) 

-2 

10 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  liospital  . . 

26 

124 

Measles 

(nil.) 

(30) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhma  and  Enteritis  (under 

(1) 

(1) 

2 years)  

(17) 

(1) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — The  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company 
supply  the  district.  * The  water  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and 
quality. 


Seicerage. — On  the  whole  the  sewage  disposal  works  have  acted 
satisfactorily.  All  the  sewers  in  Bolckow  Street  and  Vaughan  Street 
have  been  relaid  and  52  houses  converted  thereto  ; the  East  side  of 
Auckland  Teiu'ace  has  been  resewered  and  tlie  drains  in  Garbutt 
Street  have  been  put  into  a satisfactory  state. 

Scavenging. — The  scavenging  is  done  by  the  CounciTs  woikmen 
and  is  carried  out  at  niglit ; 8,018  loads  of  refuse  were  destroyed  in 
the  destructor  and  3,055  distributed  on  farm  land. 

Houfiing — (a)  New  Houses:  3 were  built  and  occupied  during 
the  year;  one  house  was  converted  into  two.  (b)  Insanitary  Prop- 
erty : 950  houses  were  inspected  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations.  A closing  order  was  made  with  respect  to 
one  house;  other  particulars  required  in  Article  V.  of  the  Regulations 
are  not  given. 


Nuisance.'^. — The  numbei-  of  nuisances  abated  was  123,  and  of 
these  18  were  stiaictural  defects  in  dwelling-houses,  15  defectively 
paved  yards,  and  3 were  cases  of  overcrowding;  1-3  ashpit-privies  were 
converted  into  ash-closets  and  8 into  water-closets.  Thei’e  aro  still 
2,415  ash-closets  and  ashpit-privies, 
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Sfr^efs. — Four  new  front  streets  and  two  back  streets  were  made 
lip  during'  the  year. 

Dairies,  (Jowsluids  and  MilkHhop.'^. — They  are  inspected  quarterly; 
no  nuisances  wei'e  discovered. 

SJa u(jht er-hou scs. — They  are  ins|‘)ected  quarterly,  and  are  in  good 
condition. 

Factories  and  Worlodtops. — There  are  !•)  of  tlie  former  and  38  of 
the  latter.  xVll  were  inspected  twice  during  the  year ; no  defects  were 
found. 


Sanitary  Req uikemexts . 

“ 1.- — To  continue  the  aliolition  of  privy-niiddens. ’’ 

“ 2. — To  convert  asli-closets  to  tlie  water-carriage  system.” 
3.— To  continue  the  making  of  streets.  ” 


SOUTH  VVICK-Oi\-WEAR. 


}0MN  I.  Carriithers,  iM.B..  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Infections  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population 

14,061 

1.3,939 

Total  notifications  .. 

134 

97 

Birth-rate 

33-07 

33-93 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

17-42 

13-27 

Scarlet  fever  . 

74 

61 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

17-98 

— 

Diphtheri-a 

10 

o 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1 -56 

0-93 

Fevers  (Enteric,  <fec.) 

8 

1 

Phthisis  death-rate . . 

0-99 

0-93 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

1-56 

1-43 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles 

55 

(1) 

54 

(3) 

rate 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

3-06 

2-29 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(1) 

(4) 

per  1,000  births  . . 

172 

67 

2 year-*) 

(28) 

(4) 

Gener al  Sanitation . 


Wafer  Supply. — All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  by 
the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  (’ompany,  and  the  water 
is  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the  magnesian  limestone.  The  water 
is  said  to  be  pure,  wholesome  and  plentiful.  'Jdiistley  Mall  is  still 
without  the  jaiblic  supply,  and  at  this  place  the  waiter  has  to  be 
carted. 
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Scioeragc. — Tlio  sewers  :ii'e  siirtieient  for  tlie  iWMjuireineiils  of  tlie 
district. 


ScareiujiiKj. — Seuvenging  on  the  whole  is  satisfactorily  done  by 
men  employed  by  the  Council.  The  refuse  is  deposited  on  agricul- 
tural land  ill  the  neighbourhood. 


Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : Plans  were  approved  for  the  erection 
of  23  houses,  (b)  Insanitary  Property:  In  compliance  wdtli  the 
provisions  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  rTanning,  Etc.,  Act, 
1909,  and  the  regulations  made  tliereimder,  272  houses  were 
inspected ; of  these  1 2 were  deemed  untit  for  human  habitation,  and 
representations  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view^  to 
making  closing  orders  in  38  cases,  but  only  12  were  closed.  In  54 
cases  the  defects  were  remedied  without  resorting  to  closing  orders, 
and  ill  5 the  houses  were  made  tit  for  human  habitation  after  orders 
had  been  made.  The  defects  were  principally  defective  roofs  and 
floors,  yards  and  drains,  dampness,  and  insufficient  means  of  ventila- 
tion. 

Nuisances. — The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  556,  and  these 
included  nuisances  arising  from  damp  walls  7,  defective  roofs  27, 
structural  defects  in  houses  6,  defective  spouting  44,  and  defective 
yard  }»aviug  36.  Tv.o  cases  of  overcrowding  were  also  dealt  with. 
There  are  still  781  ash-closets  and  609  ashpit-privies. 

Daicies..  Cowsheds  and  MUkshops. — The  number  of  dairies,  cow- 
sheds and  milkshops  is  not  given,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  condition  of 
the  dairies  and  cow, sheds  is  satisfactory.  The  tuberculin  test  was 
applied  to  44  out  of  63  cows  in  the  district,  but  the  results  are  not 
stated.  The  cows  are  periodically  iris})ected  by  a Veterinary  Sur- 
geon ; no  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  Avere  found  amongst  the 
cattle.  No  notices  to  abate  nuisances  w^ere  served. 

Slaughte-r-houses.—li  is  not  stated  whether  the  slaughter-houses 
are  licensed  or  I'egistered,  and  thei'e  is  no  information  as  to  the 
structural  condition  of  these  places  or  as  to  whether  the  bye-laws  (if 
any)  are  enforced,  but  it  is  stated  that  6 butchers  have  slaughter- 
houses and  that  3 slaughter  in  tlieir  shops.  A public  slaugliter-liouse 
is  recommended. 
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inspection  of  Food. — There  is  no  certified  meat  inspector.  One 
seizure  of  unwholesome  food  was  made. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — None. 

Offensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Factories  and  Workshops — There  are  56  registered  workshops, 
including:  31  bakehouses.  To  the  workshops  and  workplaces  447 
visits  were  made,  and  to  the  factories  53.  As  in  the  previous  year 
no  nuisances  or  defects  needing  attention  were  found. 

Sanitary  Requirements . 

1. — Abolish  privy-middens  and  ash-closets.” 

" 2. — Substitute  Muxter-carriage  system.” 

“ 3. — A public  slaughter-house.” 


SPENNYMOOR. 


W.  Mussellwiiite,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 


iMedical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

191-2. 

Estimated  Population 

18,20S 

18,038 

Birth-rate 

33-44 

32-93 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

14 -.55 

14-91 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 

14-68 

— 

Zymotic  death  rate  .. 

1-92 

2-15 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

0-60 

0-77 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-09 

1-38 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

rate 

1-90 

3-27 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1,000  births 

157 

104 

Ii)fextious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notifications  . . 

Ill 

307 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  .. 

52 

249 

Diphtheria 

12 

6 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

S 

9 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

71 

198 

'deasles 

(nil). 

(9) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhtea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(10) 

(9) 

2 years) 

(23) 

(12) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply. — Every  house  in  the  district,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  outlying  farms,  is  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Watei-  Gompany.  Tlie  xvater  is  said  to  be  excellent  in  cpiality. 


Sewerage. — Tlie  contract  for  the  new  seweraii’e  sclieme  has  been 
signed,  but  ig)  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  liad  not  1)een  com- 
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'SrareiKjlng. — Tlie  sojiveiigiiig  is  lei  out  to  eoiitraciors  wliu  carry 
it  (tut.  veiT  uiisaiisfaciuril V. 


Rousing. — («)  New  Houses:  25  houses  were  built  and  occupied 
during  the  year,  and  it  is  stated  that  there  is  an  insufficiency  of  houses 
in  the  district,  (h)  Insanitary  Propei'ty  : Under  the  Housing  (Inspec- 
tion of  District)  Regulations  597  houses  were  inspected,  and  of  these 
12  were  considered  untit  for  human  habitation,  12  representations 
wei'e  made  to  the  sanitary  authority  with  a yiew  to  making  a closing 
order,  but  only  one  order  was  made,  the  owners  of  the  remaining  11 
houses  haying  giyeii  an  undertaking  to  remedy  the  defects. 

Nuisances. — 93  nuisances  were  abated,  including  23  relating  to 
structural  defects  in  dwelling-houses.  Nine  were  cases  of  oyercrowd- 
ing. Regarding  the  question  of  oyercrowding,  the  IMedical  Officer  of 
Health  finds  it  difficidt  to  deal  with  such  cases  owing  to  the  present 
shortage  of  housing  accommodation.  There  is  not  a single  house  to 
let  in  the  district  at  the  present  time.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
also  re})orts  that  the  beck  running  at  the  back  of  Bishop’s  Close  Rows 
to  the  bottom  of  Geoi'ge  Sti’eet  is  used  by  many  people  as  a dep6t 
for  rubbish.  This  obstructs  the  flow  and  causes  a nuisance.  It  has 
been  frequently  cleared  out  by  the  CounciTs  workmen,  but  soon 
becomes  as  bad  as  eyer.  In  my  opinion  the  only  way  to  remedy  the 
nuisance  would  be  to  coyer  the  beck  in. 

Streets. — N c)t  mentioned . 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.~A\l  the  dairies  and  cowsheds 
are  ins])ected,  and  the  requirements  as  to  lime- washing  have  been 
carried  out.  ■'  In  many  instances,’’  writes  Di-.  Mussellwhite,  ‘ffihere 
is  much  to  be  desired  in  the  way  the  cows  are  kept,  the  personal 
‘‘  cleanliness  of  the  milkers  and  the  precautions  necessary  to  prevent 
'‘  the  contamination  of  the  milk.”  The  demand  for  milk  is  greater 
than  the  supply,  but  the  purveyors  make  no  effort  to  improve  the 
conditions  imdei-  which  the  milk  is  junduced  and  distributed. 

SJaughter-ltouses. — The  slaughter-houses  (27)  are  inspected  Hvice 
a year  and  occasionally  at  times  of  slaughtering  : they  are  scattered 
over  a wide  area,  which  makes  it  impi-actical  to  give  to  the  inspection 
over  a wide  area,  wbicli  makes  it  inqa'acticable  to  give  to  the  insjtec- 
tion  of  ]neat  the  time  and  attention  it  desei'ves. 
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Cominon  Loilgiiiii  /ioi/5C.s. — Tlie  eoiiiinun  lodgiiig-lioiises,  of 
wliicli  tliere  iii  e fcnir,  ai’c  ijisjtectcd  regularly  and  ai'e  re}j(jrtcd  to  be 
kept  clean. 

Offensive  Trades. — Tliere  are  '1  knackers-yards  from  wliicli  no 
nuisances  have  arisen. 


Factories  and  Workshops — To  the  factories  (27),  workshops  (65), 
and  Avorkplaces  (4)  138  inspections  Avere  made,  10  written  notices 
were  served  to  remedy  defects,  and  these  were  attended  to. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 


1.  — The  provision  of  Avater-closets  in  all  neAv  houses  as  soon  as 
the  neAv  sewerage  system  is  completed. 

2.  — The  abolition  of  the  ashpit-j)rivies. 


3. — To  cover  in  the  beck  at  the  back  of  Bishop^s  Close  Rows  to 


the  bottom  of  George  Street, 


stanhopp: 

John  Gray,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1013. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

2,000 

2,026 

Birth-rate 

20-50 

16-28 

Death-race  (Crude)  . . 

16-00 

15-30 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

14 -84 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate . . 

nil 

0-98 

Phthisis  death-rate. . 

0-50 

1-48 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-00 

1-97 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate 

2-50 

1-97 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births 

73 

60 

Infectious  Diseases—Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notifications  . . 

89 

52 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

48 

37 

Diphtheria 

41 

14 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

nil. 

nil. 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  .. 

73 

34 

Measles.. 

(nil.) 

(1) 

Whooping  cough 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

Diarrhoea  a,nd  Enteritis  (under 

2 years) 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

General  Sanutation. 

Water  f(npply. — The  source  of  the  supply  is  not  stated,  but  the 
watei-  is  said  to  be  good  and  plentiful. 

Hewcroge. — d\;)o  much  sui'face  water  enters  the  sewage  disposal 
works  is  the  only  inforfation  gi\  en  with  respect  to  the  drainage  and 
sewerage  of  the  district. 


ScavcityiiKj — The 


sciivenguig, 


wliieli  is  done  by  tiie  Council,  is 


satist'acioril}'  can  ied  out. 
stated. 


The  idtimate  disposal  ol‘  the  cefuse  is  not 


Housing. — (n)  New  Houses  : Three  houses  were  erected  and  occu- 
pied during  the  year.  (6)  Insanitary  Property:  In  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
50  houses  were  inspected:  none  were  considered  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ; all  these  houses  rvere  improved  after  being  reported 
on.”  The  main  defects  were  lack  of  through  ventilation,  defective 
windows,  unpaved  yards,  defective  spouting  and  dampness  in  certain 
houses.  Eleven  notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to 


abate  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  drains.  No  notices  appear  to 
have  been  served  with  respect  to  structural  defects  in  houses  or  in 
connection  with  defectively  paved  yards.  Amongst  the  improve- 
ments acliieved  was  the  conversion  of  an  ashpit-privy  into  a water- 
closet. 


Nuisances. — Thirteen  informal  notices  were  served,  and  the 
terms  of  the  notices  were  complied  with. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Mil1{.s]i02Js. — The  cowsheds  were  regularly 
inspected.  The  number  is  not  given.  There  are  no  milkshops. 

SJaughter-hou.ses. — These  places  were  in.sj)ected  and  found  in  good 
order.  It  is  not  .stated  whether  thev  are  licensed  or  registered,  nor 
is  the  number  given. 

Food  Inspedion. — The  milk  supply  is  good  and  the  meat  first- 

rate. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — There 


are  no  registered  workshops 


or 


workplaces. 


Sajntitary  Requirements. 


None  mentioned. 
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STANLEY. 

E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C  P.,  D.P. H , Medical  Officer 

ol  Healih. 


Vita!  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

26,000 

25,000 

Birth-rate 

32-07 

34-40 

Death-rate  (Crude)  , . 

14-81 

13-32 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

15-96 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate  , . 

1-81 

1-60 

Phthisis  death-rate . . 

U-77 

0-76 

'I’otal  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-69 

1-52 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate 

2-11 

2-2S 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births 

169 

1 26 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  {Deaths). 


1913. 

191-2. 

Total  notifications  . . 

165 

190 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

46 

100 

Diphtheria 

44 

44 

Fevers  (Enteric,  <fec.) 

7 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

86 

140 

Measles 

(7) 

(19) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrlnea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(6) 

(3) 

2 years) 

(30) 

(7) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply — The  supply  is  from  the  Weardale  and  Coiisett 
Water  Company.  Water  is  laid  on  to  all  but  6 houses. 


Sctveragc. — There  are  2 outfall  works  in  this  district : one  is 
situated  at  Shield  l\ow  and  the  other  at  South  Woor.  Another  is  to 
be  provided  for  the  sewage  of  the  South  Stanley  District,  and  it  is 
proposed  to  erect  the  works  at  Hustle  Down. 

Scavenging — -The  scavenging  and  removal  of  house  refuse  is  done 
by  contract.  The  receptacles  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  work  is 
done  at  night  or  early  morning  duiing  the  summer  months. 


Housing. — (a)  Ne^v  Houses: — 102  houses  were  erected  during 
the  year  and  these  have  since  been  occupied.  The  District  Council 
are  considering  the  question  of  providing  houses  under  Part  III.  of 
the  Housing  of  the  Woi-king  Classes  Act,  1890.  Private  enter- 
“jirise,^’  wu’ites  Dr.  Benson,  lias  not  during  the  year  supplied  the 
demand  for  houses  for  the  working  classes.’’ 


Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  208 
liouses  were  inspected  and  16  were  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation. No  formal  closing  ordei's  wei'e  made,  but  11  houses  were 
closed  to  enable  structural  altei'ations  to=  lie  cai'ried  out,  while  in  a 
cases  thev  were  voluutarilv  closed  witli  a view  to  deniolishino-  them. 

»•  ♦ C' 

Gf  the  208  houses  insj»ected  in  78  the  defects  were  remedied  on  repre- 


lU 


sentatiuiis  being  iiuide  to  the  owners.  Diniipness,  decayed  walLs,  un- 
paved  areas,  and  defective  spouts  were  the  chief  defects.  At  Shield 
Kow  Id  houses  have  been  demolished,  as  have  also  J 2 at  Sand  Street, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  deal  in  a similar  manner  with  5 at  Old  South 
Moor.  Four  houses  in  Scott  Street  are  still  occupied;  these  houses 
were  condemned  a year  ago.  The  tenants,’^  states  Dr.  Benson, 
are  prepared  to  leave  as  soon  as  accommodation  can  be  found. To 
(Quaking  Houses  an  additional  bedroom,  a scullery  and  a pantry 
have  been  added  to  each  house,  new  vards  with  water-closets  have 
been  provided  and  staircases  have  replaced  the  old  stepladder.  An 
undertaking  has  been  given  to  provide  yards  and  water-closets  to 
houses  in  Joicev  Terrace,  Sandhole  Row,  South  Tantield  and  East 


Kyo.  At  the  last  named  place  a commencement  has  been  made 
but  nothing  further  has  been  done. 


Tlie  Sanitary  Inspector’s  summary  shows  that  77  nuisances  in 
connection  with  structural  defects  in  houses  have  been  abated  and 
an  undertaking  has  been  given  to  remedy  the  defects  in  other  houses 
by  I'aising  the  roof.  The  summary  also  shows  tliat  self-contained 
yards  were  provided  to  57  houses,  and  that  in  63  cases  the  existing 
vards  were  relaid  in  cement. 

V 


Nuisances — 436  nuisances  were  abated;  30’  ashpit-privies  were 
converted  into  ash-closets  and  83  into  water-closets.  In  future  all 
new  houses  are  to  be  provided  with  water-closets. 

Streets. — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  10'  cowkeepers  and 
10  purveyors  of  milk.  Improvements  have  been  made  to  some  of 
the  cowsheds,  as  at  Pea  Farm,  where  a model  cowshed  has  been 
built.  With  respect  to  the  dairies  it  is  stated  that  the  utensils  are 
kept  clean  and  are  satisfactorily  stored.  Four  notices  were  served, 
and  in  these  the  nuisances  were  abated. 

Slaughter-hoMses. — -The  8 slaughter-houses  are  said  to  be  kept 
inost  satisfactorily,  and  the  bye-laws  relating  to  these  places  are 
observed.  Particulai's  as  to  their  structural  condition  and  as  to 
wliether  they  ai’c  registeiaal  or  licensed,  etc.,  are  not  given.  No 
notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances. 
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Jn.'ipcciion  of  /' milk  is  of  good  (lualitj. 

Common  Lodijing  Houses. — Tlie  Inspector’s  summary  shows  that 
2 notices  were  sei'ved  to  abate  nuisances. 

Offensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Facfories  and  Workshops— There  are  19  factories  and  12  regis- 
tered workshops  and  to  these  157  inspections  were  made.  Minor 
defects  were  found  in  12  instances,  and  of  these  11  were  i'eniedied. 

Sanitary  Requirements . 

Further  imjjrovements  to  the  housing  accommodation  and  more 
particularly  to  tliose  in  Joicey  Terrace,  Sandhole  Row,  South  Tanfield, 
and  East  Kyo. 


TANFIELD. 


E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C.P.,  D P.H.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics, 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  {Deaths) 

1913. 

191-2. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

10,600 

10,500 

Total  notifications 

150 

123 

Birth-rate 

28-68 

30-47 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

12-83 

14-09 

Scarlet  fever 

37 

35 

Death-rate  (Standardized). . 

13-23 

— 

Diphtheria  

37 

45 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-69 

1-43 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

nil. 

3 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

0-66 

1-04 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0-85 

1-43 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . 

48 

79 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles  . . 

(2) 

(nil) 

rate  . . 

2-41 

2-09 

Whooping  cough 

(nil) 

(5) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

births  . . . , 

128 

119 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(11) 

(5) 

General  Sanitation. 

TFa^c)'  Supply — The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and 
Consett  Water  Company.  The  water  is  upland  surface  and  peaty 
in  character.  The  water  shed  is  the  WaskeiTev  Fells. 


Snoerage. — -Additional  land  has  been  acquired  at  the  Burnop- 
lield  and  Tantobie  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  'the  system  of  ti'cat- 
ment  is  bv  bacteria  beds  and  broad  irrio-ation. 

O 


Scavenging. — The  scavenging  is  done  by  contract,  and  is  under 
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the  supervision  of  tl)e  Inspectoi'  of  Xuisances.  'hhe  arranp:ements 
for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  are  not  stated. 


11  ousing.—(^a^  New  Houses  : 51  were  erected,  and  of  these  39 
w'ere  occupied  during  the  year,  (b)  Insanitary  Property  : In  com- 
pliance watli  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Pegulations  6G 
houses  were  inspected,  38  were  regarded  as  unlit  for  human  habita- 
tion, 81  representations  were  made  to  the  sanitary  authority,  16 
closing  orders  were  made  and  the  houses  have  since  been  demolished  ; 
of  the  66  houses  inspected,  in  d'i  instances  the  defects  were  remedied 
without  resorting  to  closing  orders,  and  in  5 the  dwelling-houses  were 
made  habitalde  after  making  the  closing  orders.  Dampness,  defec- 
tive floors,  walls,  plastering,  spouting  and  general  dilapidations  were 
the  chief  defects.  There  is  still  a large  amount  of  old  property 
' in  the  district  requiring  attention,”  writes  Dr.  Henson. 


Nuisances. — 189  nuisaiices  Avere  abated;  42  were  with  res])ect 
to  sti'uctural  defects  in  houses,  and  32  were  cases  of  defective  vai’d 
{»aving.  There  are  1,369  ash-closets  and  6()9  ashpit-])rivies.  Dining 
the  year  98  aslipit-pilvies  were  conveided  into  ash-closets  and  29 
into  water-closets.  Of  the  51  houses  l)uilt  during  the  year  28  were 
provided  with  ash-closets,  but  in  future  all  new  houses  must  have 
water-closets. 


Streets. — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Mdk.diops. — No  information  is  ylven  with 
respect  to  the  cowsheds,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  milk  utensils  are 
kept  clean  and  their  stoi-age  satisfactory. 

Slaughter-houses — Not  mentioned,  but  the  Inspector’s  summary 
shows  that  2 notices  were  sei'ved  to  abate  nuisances. 

Food  Inspection. — Not  mentioned. 

Offensive  Trades — Not  mentioned. 

Common  Lodging  Hou.ses. — Not  mentioned. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  factories  (14)  and  workshops  (21) 
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txvc  periodically  inspected;  3 minor  defects  were  dealt  with  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts.  The  condition  of  the  bakehouses  (if  any)  is 
not  mentioned.  There  are  no  outworkers.. 


S ANITAK Y R BQUIREMBNTS . 


Not  mentioned. 


TOW  LAW. 


J.  H.  Naismith,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  ffealth. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population 

4,327 

4,327 

Total  notifications 

33 

41 

Birth-rate 

28-68 

•28-88 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Heath-rate  (Crude)  .. 

12-2.1 

1016 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

IS 

20 

Death-rate  (Standardized)  . . 

12-32 

— 

Diphtheria 

•) 

• > 
«> 

Zymotic  death-rate  .. 

1-61 

nil 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

.> 

1 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

0 -23 

I'll 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

1 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

0-69 

1-3S 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles  . . 

18 

(1) 

(•2) 

10 

(nil) 

rate  . . 

Infant  mortality -rate  per  1,000 

1-16 

2-31 

Whoopino- cough 

Diarrlnea  and  Enteritis 

(nil) 

births  

97 

72 

(under  2 years) 

(2) 

(nil) 

General.  Sanitation. 


TTufcr  Supply. — The  supply  is  from  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company,  ft  is  stated  to  lie  good  and  plentiful. 


Sewerage. — The  drainage  system  throughout  the  district  is  satis- 
factory, but  some  of  the  larger  road  gullies  become  blocked.  The 
report  does  not  give  any  information  respecting  the  sewage  disposal 
works. 

Scavenging. — The  scavenging  on  the  whole  is  fairly  satisfactorily 
carried  out.  The  work  is  done  bv  contract,  and  the  deposits  are 
provided  by  the  contractors. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses  : Only  one  house  was  erected  during 
the  year  and  this  is  now  occupied,  (b)  Insanitary  Property:  In 
compliance  with  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  77 
houses  were  ins])0cted  ; otlier  jiarticulars  recpiired  in  Article  V.  are 
not  given,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  pnncijtal  defects,  such  as  unmade 
liack  streets,  badly  ])aved  yards,  faulty  s])Outing  aial  downcomers 
still  I’emain.  Dining  the  year  21  yards  ivere  paved  and  cemented, 
9 new  domestic  gully  traps  provided,  and  the  spouting  to  55  houses 


has  been  attended  to.  Otlier  iinpiovenuaits  include  the  convcTsion 
of  8 ashpit-privies  into  ash-closets  and  2 into  water-closets.  There 
are  still  259  ashpit-privies  and  405  ash-closets  in  the  district. 

Nuisances — 12  informal  and  4 formal  notices  were  served;  13 
nuisances  were  abated,  while  10  are  still  outstanding. 

Dairies,  Coiusheds  and  Milhshops — The  cowsheds  were  inspected 
regularly  and  found  tidy.  There  are  no  dairies  and  milkshops.  No 
other  particulars  are  given. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  8 slaughter-houses  are  registered.  They 
are  regularly  inspected  and  are  generally  satisfactory. 

Conunon  Lodging  Houses None. 


Food  Inspection As  to  the  ciualit}"  of  the  food  sold  in  the 

district,  no  reference  is  made. 


Offen sire  Trades — None . 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  numbei'  of  workshojjs  on  the 
register  is  3 ; there  are  no  bakehouses. 


Many  of  tlie  foregoing  |»ai4iculars  are  taken  from  tlie  report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspectoi*. 


S .\NiTARY  Requirements . 


None  mentioned. 


WHICKHAM. 


Andrew  Smith,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1913. 

1912. 

1913.  1912. 

E.stimated  Population 

19.857 

19,164 

Total  notifications 

192 

161 

Birth-rate 

28-45 

30-26 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  f Crude) 

13-44 

12-62 

Scarlet  fever 

111 

61 

Death-rate  (Standardized)  . . 

14-29 

— 

Diphtheria 

21 

38 

Zymotic  death-rate  , . 

1-31 

2-14 

Fevers  (Enteric,  etc.). . 

2 

11 

J’hthisis  death-rate  . . 

1-01 

0-88 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

2 

'I’otal  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-41 

1 -56 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

106 

68 

Re.spiratory  diseases  death- 

Mea.sles  . . 

(3) 

(16) 

rate  . . 

2-31 

1-93 

Whooping  cough 

(1) 

(9) 

Ipfant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Diarrhiea  and  Enteritis 

births  

150 

S6 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(17) 

(5) 
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General  SantTz\tion. 

Water  Supply. — With  the  exception  of  Warley  Hill,  which  is 
served  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company,  the  district 
obtains  its  supply  of  water  from  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
(.'om])any. 


Sewerage. — In  the  I'eport  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectoi'  it  is  stated 
that  all  di-ains  laid  under  the  supervision  of  the  vSanitary  Depart- 
ment are  tested  witli  water,  and  Itefore  covering  them  in  they  are 
enclosed  in  concrete.  On  receiving  a com])laint  and  after  cases  of 
diphtheria  the  drains  are  also  tested.  No  particulars  are  given  as 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  system,  means  of  ventilation,  and  ultimate 
disposal  of  the  sewage. 

Scavenging . — This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  is  done 
efficiently.  The  ash-closets  are  cleansed  werhly  and  a little  more 
often  in  the  summer  montlis.  Information  as  to  what  is  done  with 
the  refuse  is  not  stated.  Dr.  Smith  strongly  advocates  the  adoption 
of  tlie  water-carriage  system,  and  points  out  that  although  the  scaven- 
ging is  done  as  well  as  j»ossible  in  his  district,  yet  serious  epidemics 
of  diarrluea  occm',  whereas  in  districts  in  which  water-closets  have 
replaced  ash-closets,  epidemics  of  this  nature,  as  well  as  ty])hoid 
fever,  have  disappeared  or  have  l)een  greatly  reduced. 

Housing — (n)  New  Houses : 38  houses  were  built  during  the  year 
and  27  occupied,  (b)  Insanitary  Property:  The  number  of  houses 
inspected  is  not  stated,  nor  are  the  otlier  particulars  required  in 
Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  but 
from  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  it  would  appear  that 
11  houses  were  closed  (4  permanently),  that  8 were  put  into  a proper 
state  of  repair  after  making  an  ordei',  and  that  the  carr3ung  out  of 
the  necessar}^  improvements  in  connection  with  37  houses  were  either 
in  progress  or  were  under  consideration.  At  Whickham  a tene- 
mented  house  was  closed  permanentH"  as  a dwelling-house,  and  3 
cottages  adjoining  it  were  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair  ; two 
dilapidated  houses  in  Back  Row  are  also  being  dealt  with. 

At  Swalwell  a tenemented  building  was  reconstructed  and  made 
into  fiats;  improvements  are  needed  in  the  whole  of  tlie  western  part 
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of  the  village  of  Swalw('ll  find  should  im-huk-  the'  (‘(tiiversioTi  of  th(‘ 
dila|)idated  ash-closets  into  water-closets,  and  the  reconstiaiction  of 
the  yards  and  streets.  Dr.  Smith  calls  special  attention  to  the 
houses  ill  Poorliouse  Yard.  Having  urged  for  years  the  necessity  of 
improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  area  a definite  promise  was 
given  to  remedy  the  defects.  A commencement  was  made  as 
recorded  in  his  last  annual  repoH,  but  the  work  has  been  stopped. 
The  requirements  of  the  sanitary  authority  should  be  enforced  with- 
out further  delay. 

At  Harley  Hill  the  scheme  for  improving  this  area  is  still  in  pro- 
gress. In  the  Byer  Moor  and  High  Row  portion,  the  streets  have 
been  made  up,  the  yards  to  the  houses  paved,  and  sanitary  conven- 
iences provided  : the  Hill  itself  will  next  be  dealt  with.  At  Gibside 
2 houses  have  been  permanently  closed  and  8 are  to  be  put  into  a 
})roper  state  of  repair. 

At  Dunston  7 houses  (flats)  were  put  into  a proper  state  of 
repair,  but  not  until  aftei-  resorting  to  a closing  order.  These  wei'e 
comparatively  new  houses,  which  had  been  allowed  to  become  dilapi- 
dated. 

Xuisaiice.'^. — 27)8  nuisances  were  abated  ; of  these  t-l  were  with 
respect  to  structural  defects  in  houses  and  IG  were  in  connection  with 
defectively  paved  yards.  With  respect  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and 
bakehouses,  slaughter-houses,  no  nuisances  apparently  required 
abating. 

Dairiefi,  Cowsheds  and  Milhdiops. — The  sanitary  condition  of  three 
dairy  farms  wei'e  improved  dmdng  the  year,  and  improvements  are  to 
be  carried  out  to  4 more.  The  Inspector’s  summary  leads  one  to 
infer  that  there  are  28  dairy  farms,  but  the  number  of  purveyors  of 
milk  is  not  given.  The  milkshops  are  small  general  shops  and  still 
need  regulai’  and  frequent  inspection. 

Slaiiglifer-Jiouses. — There  are  10  slaughter-houses  and  all  are 
licensed.  One  new  slaughter-house  was  built  and  occupied  in  place 
of  an  old  one.  They  ai'e  regularly  inspected. 

Oomnwn  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  none  in  the  district, 
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Fond  I n>iiH'.ctloi\  .—'['\\o  Toi'ingn  iiu'jit  sliops  :i-s  well  as  tbe 
feilaughter-liouses  and  rnilkshops  are  insj)ected. 

Offensive  Trades. — At  Dunston  there  are  two  lish-frier  premises; 
to  these  alterations  were  carried  out  to  meet  the  I'equiremeiits  of  the 
sanitary  authorit^n  Here  there  is  also  a marine  store  where  the 
trade  or  business  of  a Dealer  in  Rags  and  Bones  ” is  carried  on. 
Early  in  the  year  the  Council  obtained  power's  mrder  Section  51  (1) 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  to  declare  this 
business  an  offensiYe  trade.  At  Dunston  there  are  also  soap  wor'ks 
Avhich  are  included  under  the  same  category  ; the  pi'emises  are  main- 
tained in  a clean  and  sanitary  condition. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — The  numlrei'  of  worksirops  tui  the 
register"  is  2.9  and  these  include  9 bakeliouses.  The  latter  were 
inspected  dui'ing  the  year-  and  a detailed  i"e])oi"t  on  their  sanitai’y  con- 
dition submitted  to  the  Sanitai"y  (hmmittee ; :dl  but  2 were  in  a 
fairly  satisfactory  condition.  At  two  of  the  factoi’ies  additional 
sanitary  conveniences  have  Ireen  pi’ovided  and  other's  reconstructed. 
The  names  of  two  outwoi'kei's  wei“e  r'eceived. 


Sanitary  Requirements . 


Tlie  impi'ovement  genei'rrlly  of  the  sanitai'y  conditions  of  the 
distr'ict  and  rnoi'e  ])ai'ticulai'ly  with  res])ect  to  certain  pi'opei’ty  at 
Swalwell. 


W LLINGTON. 


R.  E Brown,  L 

R.C.P., 

Vital  Statistics. 

1918. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

S.937 

8.839 

Birth-rate 

30  W! 

29 -.T) 

Death  rate  (Crude) 

12 -7.0 

1 1 -87 

Death-rate  (Staiuhivdized)  . . 

12-95 

— 

Zymotic  deatli-rare 

1-56 

0-79 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

0-11 

9 •85 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rale 

0 34 

U "50 

Respiratory  diseases  deatli- 
rate  . . 

2 -If;; 

1-79 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  l.OOo 
births  

lOU 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Infections  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  jiotitications 

85 

267 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever 

a 1 

21(t 

Dijihtheria 

15 

4.5 

Fevei.-.!  (Enteric,  Ac.). . 

1 

nil 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

1 

Ca.se.?  treated  at  ho.spital  . 

66 

203 

Measles  . . 

. (nil) 

(8) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(t^) 

(nil) 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(D 

(nil) 
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(I  BNE 1 1 A 1 i S A N I'l'  A'riON . 

irrti^cr  Supply. — From  tiie  mains  of  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company.  A few  farmsteads  are  supplied  by  springs  which 
yield  a satisfactory  supply. 

Sewerage. — The  sewage  of  Willington  is  filtered  and  is  further 
ii'rigated  over  sand;  the  Page  Bank  sewage  is  collected  in  a sewage 
taidv  and  treated  on  land,  but  the  fall  is  insufficient  and  the  results 
are  not  entirely  satisfactory;  the  Oakenshaw  sewage  is  discharged 
into  a l)eck  which  after  passing  through  a wood  for  about  half-a-mile 
is  diverted  into  ponds  used  for  feeding  the  colliery  boilers. 

Scavenging. — The  scavenging  is  done  by  contract  and  the  j'efuse 
is  deposited  into  tips;  the  carts  now  in  use  ai'e  unsatisfactoi'v,  inas- 
much as  they  do  not  pre^'ent  the  refuse  from  being  bhovn  about  in 
transit. 


Housing. — -{a)  New  Houses:  73  were  OT-ected  as  against  on  in 
the  preceding  yeai-  and  all  are  now  occupied,  (h)  Insanitary 
ih'operty : Under  the  Housing  (lns];)ection  of  Histiact)  ivegulations  Td 
houses  were  inspected.  IVo  were  consider-ed  imht  for  human  habita- 
tion and  were  closed  by  the  ownei'S.  The  number  of  dwelling-houses, 
the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  a closing 
ordei'  are  recorded  as  “ Nil,^’  and  from  the  records  giving  the  result 
of  the  inspection,  defects  found  etc.,  it  would  appeal*  that  no  direc- 
tions wei*e  given  or  action  taken  by  the  District  Council.  The  report 
of  tlie  iMedical  Officer  of  Health  also  shows  that  22  bouses  at  Cross 
Row,  Oakenshaw,  referred  to  in  his  report  for  1912,  have  still  in- 
sanitary open  aslipit-privies,  that  no  action  has  been  taken  with 
respect  to  12  houses  in  High  Street,  Willington,  Avhich  appear  to  be 
in  a very  defective  condition  and  to  which  attention  has  been  drawn 
in  ])i'evious  re]ioi*ts.  Dr.  Brown  now  specially  mentions  other  houses 
requiring  immediate  attention,  namely,  those  in  Victoria  Street, 
Boyne  Street,  Russell  Place,  Railway  Terrace  and  part  of  Albei-t 
Street  andUhe  Page  Bank  houses;  also  the  back-to-back  houses  in 
Mill  Street,  High  Sti'eet,  Commercial  Street,  Park  Tei'race  and  Low 
Willington. 


Streets. — The  back  street  of  High  Street,  a numbei*  of  back 


streets  ill  tlie  town  and  in  tlie  eolliery  rows  ai'e  in  need  of  niaking  up, 
eliaiinelling  and  jiaving.  Albion  Street  was  done  n|)  under  the 
Private  Street  Works  Act . 

Nin.vinres. — A98  nuisances  were  aluated  : of  these  28  w'ere  with 
I'espect  to  structural  defects  in  houses  and  94  were  nuisances  arising 
from  the  defective  condition  of  the  yards. 

Offensive  Trades. — Application  has  been  made  to  the  liocal 
(lovernment  Board  for  fiower  under  Section  51  of  the  Public  Health 
Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  to  include  hsh  frying  in  the  list  of 
offensive  trades. 

('orninon  Lodging  /fea.sc.s.— None. 

Dairies,  Doirsheds  and  Milksliaj}s, — The  cowslnals  are  kept  in  a 
fairly  sanitary  condition.  The  dairies  are  clean  as  are  also  the 
milking  utensils.  The  number  of  dairy  fanns  is  not  given. 

SlavgJitei-hauses. — There  are  5 slaugliter-houses  ; their  condition 
is  satisfactory.  One  yard  was  re|taved. 

Inspection  of  Food. — '■  The  meat  has  alwavs  been  found  fresh  and 
wholesome.^’ 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  24  registei'ed  workshops, 
which  include  16  tenement  workshops,  2 retail  bakehouses,  and  3 
other  workshops.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  bakehouses  is  said 
to  be  good. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  The  abolition  of  all  the  ojien  ])rivy  middens  tliroughout  the 
district. 

2.  The  remainder  of  the  footpath  on  the  north  side  of  the  Main 
Street  to  be  completed. 

3.  The  making,  jiaving  and  channelling  of  the  private  streets 
both  in  town  and  collieries  to  be  continued  with. 

4.  4die  I'emaining  cowsheds  wdiich  have  not  as  yet  been 
remedied  be  attended  to. 

5.  (Continued  improvements  in  the  housing  accommodation. 


144 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

AUCKLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

J.  F.  Macdonald,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

i9ia 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

.A9,997 

59,254 

Mirth-rate 

3018 

,32-25 

Death-rate  ((Tude)  . . 

15 '48 

13-09 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

If) '65 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

T76 

1 '55 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

0-77 

0-76 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-25 

1-28 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate 

2-91 

1-97 

Infant  mortality- rate  per 
1,000  births 

140 

106 

Infectious  Diseases—Cases  and  (^Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Total  notifications  . 

679 

1,409 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

397 

1,122 

Diphtheria 

79 

106 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 
Puerperal  fever 

31 

19 

1 

3 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

316 

551 

Measles 

(14) 

(33) 

AVhoopi-ng  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(18) 

(7) 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(54) 

(17) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  is  well  supplied  with  water  of 
which  the  greater  part  is  obtained  from  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company  whose  service  reservoirs  are  situated  at  Waskerley 
and  at  Tunstall.  The  Waskerley  water  has  plumbo-solvent  action 
but  this  is  counteracted  by  the  addition  of  quick-lime  in  the  pro- 
portion of  1 CAvt,  to  a million  gallons.  The  supply,  which  is  upland 
surface,  is  constant  and  of  good  quality.  Part  of  the  Civil  Parish  of 
Lvnesack  and  SoftleA"  is  serAmd  bv  the  mains  of  the  Barnard  Castle 

V t/  ». 

Bural  District,  and  a fcAv  houses  in  the  township  of  St.  AndreAv’s  by 
tliose  of  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District.  The  Civil  Parishes  of 
South  Bedburn  (pop.  226),  llamsterley  (pop.  4:25),  Windlestone 
(pop.  188),  Bolam  (|)0]).  124),  and  approNimately  190  outlying 
houses  depend  upon  springs  and  Avells  for  their  Avater  siqiply. 


Sewerage. — The  Avhole  of  the  rural  district  is  seAvered  Avith  the 
exception  of  certain  scattered  hamlets  and  dAvellings  and  also  the 
parishes  of  South  Bedburn  (poj).  226),  Binchester  (pop.  50),  Bolam 
(pop.  124),  Lynesack  and  Softley  (pop.  2,706),  Middridge  (pop.  452), 
Middridge  Grange  (pop.  79),  and  Whitworth  Without  (pop.  77).  At 
the  end  of  the  year  seAvage  purihcation  works  Avere  completed  oT 
nearing  conipletion  for  dealing  AAitli  tlie  seAvage  of  (1)  EvCnAVood, 
(2)  St.  Helens,  West  Auckland,  and  parts  of  St.  Andrew  and  llun- 
Avick,  Avhile  that  for  the  village  of  Witton  Bark  has  since  been  com- 
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meiiced.  The  jirovision  of  sewiige  (lisposal  works  for  Siiiiiiybrow  is 
under  consideration . 

Scavenging. — In  15  townships  having  a population  at  the  last 
Census  of  48,089  are  scavenged  under  contract  and  70'  different 
scavengers  are  employed;  the  remaining  14  townships  (pop.  10,249, 
Census  1911)  are  done  privately  by  the  owners  or  tenants.  The 
work  is  carried  out  fairly  well  in  some  districts  but  in  others 
apparently  very  indifferently.  If  the  District  Council  undertook  the 
work  themselves  the  scavenging  could  be  done  more  satisfactorily, 
but  Dr.  Macdonald  is  of  opinion  that  this  would  cost  more  than  the 
present  arrangement.  Some  of  the  drawbacks  to  the  present 
system  he  points  out  are  : — 

1.  Covered  carts  are  not  used  ; 2,  the  scavenging  is  sometimes 
carried  out  at  undesirable  hours ; 3,  not  uncommonly  refuse  is  left  in 
the  vicinity  of  houses  for  long  hours;  4,  owing  to  insufficient  com- 
])etition  as  ]ia])pened  in  the  current  year,  the  Council  had  to  accept 
the  tendei  s of  scavengers  who  had  ]>roved  themselves  in  the  past  to 
be  unsatisfactory  : and  5,  some  of  the  ti]).s  used  by  the  scavengers  for 
the  disposal  of  refuse  are  objectionable. 

Housituj. — (a)  New  Houses:  122  houses  were  ei’ected  during  the 
year  and  all  are  occupied.  Dr.  Macdonald  mentions  a number  of 
places  in  the  district  where  there  are  no  vacant  houses  and  five  other 
townships  where,  altho\igh  there  ai’e  many  vacant  houses  owing  to 
the  fact  that  tliere  is  no  gi'eat  demand,  tlie  houses  are  not  kept  in  a 
good  state  of  re])air.  In  this  latter  category  St.  Andrew’s,  Auckland 
and  West  Auckland  are  included,  but  these  two  townships  it  is 
stated  have  also  11  vacant  houses  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation.  Byers  Green  and  Ilelmington  Bow  are  specially 
mentioned  as  places  where  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  houses  it  was 
found  difficult  to  deal  with  cases  of  overcrowding.  At  the  latter 
place,  howevei',  building  operations  at  present  are  active,  but  at 
Bvei's  Green  the  District  CVaincil  mav  find  it  necessaiw  to  take  action 
under  Taid  111.  of  the  Housing  of  tlie ’Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 
The  mattei'  is  at  present  receiving  tlieir  attentioji.  (h)  Insanitary 
Trojierty  : In  coni])liance  with  Section  17  of  tlic  Housing  Town 
Blanniiig,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder, 
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()92  houses  wej  e inspected  and  of  these  101  were  considered  unfit 
for  hunian  lialwtation.  Kepresentations  were  made  with  respect  to 
'M  and  in  *22  cases  closing  orders  were  made.  Four  houses  were 
made  tit  for  human  habitation  after  the  making  of  closing  orders 
and  30  without  resorting  to  closing  orders.  The  principal  defects 
found  wei'e  damp  walls,  defective  roofs,  insufficiently  lighted  and 
ventilated  attics  and  general  dilapidations.  Of  the  houses  inspected 
dining  the  year  and  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  but  in 
which  closing  orders  were  made,  4 have  been  demolished,  3 were 
discontinued  as  dwelling-houses,  and  3 were  vacated,  the  owners 
imdeiiaking  not  to  l elet  them  until  made  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation.  In  tlie  report  is  given  some  details  of  the 
houses  inspected  and  the  action  taken  with  respect  to  those  found 
defective.  At  Coppycrooks  in  the  townslii|»  of  St.  Andrew  9 houses 
reported  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  1912  are  about  to  be 
repaired,  and  at  Fieldon’s  Bridge,  a closing  ordei'  was  made  with 
respect  to  a house  which  nothing  short  of  rebuilding  could  make  it 
I'easonably  fit  for  habitation.  At.  St.  Helens,  Auckland,  closing 
orders  were  made  with  respect  to  G houses  reported  as  unfit  in  1912 
— the  houses  are  still  unoccupied ; -43  other  houses  were  repaired. 
At  Coundon  8 of  the  houses  reported  as  unfit  in  1912  have  had  some 
]’epairs  done  to  them ; improvements  have  also  been  carried  out  to 
5 houses  inspected  in  1913.  At  Eldon  the  colliery  owners  are 
gradually  renovating  the  existiiig  insanitary  })roperty  and  are  raising 
the  roofs  to  provide  ])roper  means  of  light  and  ventilation  to  the 
u})per  rooms,  the  provision  of  dormer  windows  in  those  first  houses 
altered  having  proved  to  be  less  satisfactory.  At  nelmington  Bow 
extension  ini] m ovements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  piast  two 
years,  and  the  owners  of  the  ]jroperty  here  have  given  an  under- 
taking to  demolish  45  houses  in  Central  and  f'hapel  Streets,  Sunny- 
brow,  reported  on  in  1912  and  to  erect  on  the  sites  modern  dwellings. 
Of  the  GO'  houses  inspected  here  in  1912,  22  were  back-to-back;  8 
have  since  been  made  habitable  but  through  ventilation  has  not  been 
provided.  At  Hunwick  and  Helmington  where  there  are  a large 
numbei-  of  back-to-back  houses  notices  have  been  serveil  on  the 
owners  of  3G  houses  to  pi'ovide  water-closets.  At  West  Auckland 
similai’  notices  have  been  sei'ved  with  respect  to  41  houses;  3 houses 
at  Post  Office  S(]uai'e  whicli  had  been  closed  were  ])urchased  Viy  the 
Ckmncil  to  cai'iy  out  road  im])rovements ; at  Stokoe’s  Yard  and 


l^iamoiul  Tei'i'ace  a .small  im])raveme]it  scheme  involving  the  deinoli- 
tio-n  ol‘  three  houses  has  been  satisfactorily  carried  out;  regarding 
(i  houses  against  which  closing  orders  were  made  in  1912,  d were 
demolished  during  the  year  and  2 partially  repaired.  At  Escomb 
8 dilapidated  houses  have  been  renovated  and  improvements  effected 
to  other  houses.  The  report  contains  a valuable  summary  showing 
the  action  taken  by  the  sanitary  authority  under  Section  17  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  since  the  Order  of  the  Local 
(jrovernment  Board  (Se]jtember  2nd,  1910)  came  into  force.  Details 
of  this  information  have  been  furnished  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  compliance  with  the  inquest  contained  in  theii-  letter  of 
February  27th,  1914,  addressed  to  the  District  Council.  The 
answers  are  summarized  by  Dr.  iMacdonald  as  follows  : — 

“ During  the  years  1912  and  1913  there  were  1,543  houses 
‘inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing 
‘Hind  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909.  Of  these  1,510  were  within 
“ the  rent  applicable  to  the  district  under  Section  14  of  the  Act 
“ (he.  ,£10  ])er  annum).  Of  the  latter  237  were  considered  as  unfit 
‘■for  human  habitation,  and  at  the  end  of  1913,  of  these  109  were 
‘’  still  in  that  condition,  but  51  by  that  time  were  unoccupied.” 

In  addition  there  were  434,  although  not  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  were  seriously  defective  from  the  point  of  view  of 
danger  to  health  or  structural  defaults  ; and  at  the  end  of  1913  there 
‘‘  still  in  that  condition,  but  51  by  that  time  Avere  unoccupied. 

Nuisances. — 925  informal  and  313  formal  notices  Avere  served 
resulting  in  the  abatement  of  783  nuisances,  Avliich  included  the 
remedying  of  structural  defects  in  179  houses  and  the  paving  of  146 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — -There  are  three  common  lodging 
houses.  One  of  these  places  is  unfit  for  human  habitation,  a closing 
order  has  been  made,  but  Avhile  nothing  has  been  done  to  make  the 
house  habitable  it  continues  to  be  occupied. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — -There 
dailies  and  cowsheds  ; 3 informal  notices  were 


are  184  registered 
served  durimr  the 
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year.  Very  little  information  is  given  about  tliese  places. 

>)Uiughfer-liouse.s. — -There  are  52  slaughter-houses  and  of  these  2 
are  licensed,  it  is  imjjossible  owing  to  the  wide  area  over  which  the 
slaughter-houses  are  scattered  to  systeniatically  inspect  them. 
Particulars  of  tlieir  structural  condition  are  not  given  but  most  are 
stated  to  be  within  the  vicinitv  of  dwelling-houses. 

V O 

1 lisped  10)1  of  Food. — One  consignmeiit  of  fish  was  condemned. 


Fadories  and  Worlishops — There  are  22  factories,  80  workshops 
and  1 work-place.  To  these  places  111  inspections  were  made  and 
8 defects  were  found,  of  which  T were  remedied  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 


SAmTART  Requirements. 

None  specifically  made  but  attention  is  draM  ii  to  : — ■ 

1. — The  large  number  of  defective  houses  reported  on  from 
time  to  time  but  respecting  which  many  have  not  so  far  been 
remedied;  also  tliat  after  the  making  of  closing  orders  and  the 
expiration  of  the  period  given  to  lender  the  houses  reasonably  fit, 
the  demolition  of  the  liouses  is  not  proceeded  with  as  laid  down  in 
the  Act. 


2.  — The  unsatisfactoiy  way  the  scavenging  is  carried  out  in 
ceitain  parts  of  the  district. 

3.  — The  advantages  of  the  water-carriage  system  of  sewage 
disposal. 


4. — The  overcrowding  in  Helmington  Row  and  Byers  Green. 
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BARNARD  CASTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

James  C.  Neligan,  L.  R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  Statietics. 

lafecticus  Diseases— Cases 

and  {Deaths). 

1913. 

1912. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

11,889 

11,793 

Total  notifications 

94 

91 

Birth-rate 

25  '6.5 

23-48 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

17-07 

13-99 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

51 

48 

Death-rate  (Standardized), . 

16-21 

— 

Diphtheria 

20 

25 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1-43 

0-76 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

nil 

nil 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

0-76 

0-59 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

Total  'I'uberculosis  death-rate 

0-92 

1-44 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

34 

29 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles  . . 

(7) 

(i) 

rate  . . 

1-18 

0-94 

Whooping  cough 
Diarrhcea-’and  Enteritis 

{') 

(3) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,0(X) 

births 

1-24 

112 

(under  2 years)  ., 

(1) 

(nil) 

General  vSanitation. 

Waier  Supply. — It  is  stated  that  there  is  a public  supply  at 
Woodland,  that  the  District  Council  have  taken  over  the  Avater 
supply  at  Newbiggin,  that  Cock  field  has  noAV  an  abundant  supply  of 
water,  and  that  it  has  been  decided  to  construct  a iieAV  reseiwoir  at 
Middleton,  but  no  general  account  is  given  as  to  Iioav  the  district  is 
supplied,  the  character  of  the  water  and  its  sufficiency. 


Sewerage — The  seAvers  are  in  good  order  and  there  have  been 
no  complaints  of  pollution  from  any  of  the  seAvage  Avorks. 

Scavenging. — At  Cockheld  the  scavenging  is  done  by  contractors, 
and  at  Staindroj)  by  the  Chuiicihs  oavii  Avorkmen.  In  other  parts  of 
the  district  “ the  midden-t»rivies  are  filled  to  ovei'floAving  and  are 
‘‘  allowed  to  remain  in  that  filthy  and  unhealthy  state  too  long.’"’ 
To  abate  nuisances  of  this  kind  67  informal  notices  Avere  served. 


Housing — (a)  NeAV  Houses  : 27  Avere  built  and  occupied  during 
the  year.  There  is  a sufficiency  of  good  and  habitable  houses  for 
Avorking  men  in  all  parts  of  the  district  Avrites  Dr.  Neligan.  (&) 
Insanitary  Property.  Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  87  houses  were  inspected,  1 Avas  considered  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  on  representation  being  made  to  the  sanitary 
authority  a closing  order  Avas  made.  Of  the  87  houses  ins}»ected  the 
defects  in  37  Avere  I'cmedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders,  the 
defects  found  included  defective  privies  and  asht)its,  defective  j’oofs 
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and  sjjoutiiig,  insufficiency  of  liglit  and  ventilation,  dampness-  of 
doors,  vails  and  ceilings  and  defective  yard  paving;  the  total 
number  of  defects  was  220  and  of  these  139  have  been  remedied  or 
are  receiving  attention. 

Nuisances. — 190'  nuisances  were  abated  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts ; 45  ashpit-privies  were  converted  into  ash- 
closets  and  9 into  Avater-closets. 


Dailies,  Coivshcds  and  Milkshops — ^There  are  32  milk-sellers  in 
the  district.  The  number  of  cowsheds  or  dairy  farms  is  not  given 
l)ut  it  is  stated  that  the  defects  in  3 were  remedied  after  notice. 
There  is  no  information  as  to  the  structural  condition  of  the  dairies 
and  cowsheds. 


Slaughter-houses — There  are  2 registered  and  14  licensed 
slaughter-houses  ; their  general  condition  is  stated  to  be  satisfactory. 


Inspection  of  Food — No  complaints  liave  been  received  as  to  the 
(piality  of  the  milk  and  the  same  is  said  of  the  meat  and  other  food 
sold  in  the  district. 


Common  J.odging  Houses — The  lodging-house  at  Middleton  is 
kept  clean  and  in  a satisfactory  condition.  The  number  of  common 
lodging-houses  in  the  district  is  not  given. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  15  factories  and  39  work- 
shops; also  2 work-places.  They  are  all  periodically  inspected  and 
found  in  good  order. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 


None  mentioned. 
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CHESTER-LE-STREE  T RURAL  DISTRICT. 

John  Taylor,  M.D.,  D.P.  H..  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics.  infectious  Discases—Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

191-2. 

1913. 

1912. 

pjstimated  Population 

66,648 

65,879 

Total  notifications  . . 

603 

428 

Birth-rate 

32  54 

33-71 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

14-17 

13-43 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

300 

234 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

14-67 

— 

Diphtheria 

61 

39 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1-97 

1-26 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

29 

12 

Phthisis  death-rate. . 

0-75 

0-55 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

ml. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-56 

1-17 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

155 

118 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles 

141) 

(26) 

rate 

2-01 

2-35 

Whooping  cough 

(11) 

(29) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis 

1,000  births 

136 

120 

(under  2 year.s 

(59) 

(17) 

General  S anitation  . 

Water  Supply. — The  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company 
supply  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  district,  the  New- 
castle and  Gateshead  Water  Company  about  29  per  cent.,  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  and  the  Lambton 
and  lletton  Colliery  Company  together  about  19  per  cent.,  whilst 
approximately  1,500'  persons  or  about  2 per  cent,  of  the  remaining 
population  derive  their  supply  from  isolated  wells  and  from  a 
colliery  company.  Tor  the  supply  of  Lumley  Great  and  Lumley 
Little,  whose  united  population  is  4,288,  a small  reservoir  is  to  be 
erected  and  distributing  mains  will  convey  the  water  to  the  villages. 
At  New  Washington  the  supply  is  inadequate  for  its  needs,  and  it  is 
recommended  that  the  question  of  a better  scheme  should  receive 
consideration.  The  supply  to  1T3  houses  at  Kibblesworth  is  unsatis- 
factory as  well  as  being  deheient  in  quantity,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
the  mains  of  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company  should  be 
laid  on  to  this  village.  Some  further  progress,  writes  Dr.  Taylor, 
has  been  made  to  supply  Fiigar  Bar,  Pennyfine  and  Bainsby  Lane. 
The  question  of  }>roviding  the  houses  (about  20)  in  this  area  has 
been  repeatedly  referred  to  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Wedical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Sewerage. — The  efficiency  oi'  othei-wise  of  tlie  means  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  are  not  commented  on,  but  in  the  village  of 
Lumley  Great  the  system  requires  overhauling,  and  it  is  also  stated 
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that  the  sewage  (lis})osal  works  for  a part  of  tlie  towrisliip  of  Pelton 
are  ])rogressliig‘  slowly  towards  completion.  In  future  all  new  houses 
will  be  required  to  be  provided  with  water-closets  where  there  are 
sufficient  sewers  and  an  adequate  supply  of  Avater.  For  places  like 
Washington,  Barmston,  Usworth  and  Harratnn,  there  Avould  be  no 
difficulty  in  the  AA'ay  of  adopting  the  water-carriage  system.  The 
great  benetit  to  the  health  of  the  community  which  would  follow  the 
general  abolition  of  the  present  insanitary  conservancy  system  of 
excrement  disposal  is  strongly  em|)ha sized  l^y  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  believes  it  to  be  res])onsible  for  the  high  death-rate 
amongst  infants  and  for  much  sickness,  including  diarrhoea  and 
typhoid  fever  during  the  summer  time  and  other  warm  parts  of  the 
year.  The  ai’guments  Avhich  owners  of  pi’0])erty  at  times  advance 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Avater-closet  system  are,  in  Dr.  Taylor’s 
exj)erience,  far  from  convincing,  (’omparing  the  nuisances  arising 
from  the  various  tyiies  of  closets,  he  shows  tliat  during  the  year 
ash-closets  caused  tAvice,  and  ashpit-privies  seven  times  as  many 
nuisances  as  Avater-closets,  and  cases  of  freezing,  he  states,  are  feAV. 

Scavenging. — The  Avork  is  done  hv  contract.  Hitherto  it  has 

t 

not  been  done  satisfactorily,  but  iieAV  conditions  have  Ijeen  made  in 
the  terms  of  the  contracts,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  some 
improvement,  otheiwuse  there  Avill  be  no  other  alternative  than  for 
the  Council  to  undertake  the  work  themselves. 

Housing. — (a)  XeAV  Houses : 185  Avere  built  and  occupied,  as 
against  238  in  1912,  and  are  distributed  throughout  the  district  as 
folloAvs  : — Witton  Gilbert  (28),  Hai'raton  (24),  Birtley  (33),  Lamesley 
(21),  Lumley  Great  (19),  UsAAmrth  (13),  Belton  (8),  Washington  (8), 
Lumley  Little  (8),  PhnysAAV^rth  (T).  Urpeth  (9),  Edmoudsley  (6),  and 
Biddick  South  (1). 

rrnvision  of  Houses. — ’'Not  only  are  there  many  l)ad  houses,” 
Avrites  Dr.  Taylor,  but  the  number  of  houses  is  far  too  small  for 
“ the  number  of  peo])le  AA’ishing  to  live  in  your  district.  It  is  no 
uncommon  tiling  to  hear  of  scoi*es  of  men  walking  tAvo,  four  or  even 
'"‘Hnore  miles  to  and  from  their  daily  AAX)i’k.”  As  |)rivate  enterprise 
has  failed  to  meet  the  demand,  the  District  Council  are  uoav  erecting 
57  houses  in  the  paidsli  of  Usworth,  and  there  is  room,  a dels  Dr, 


'I'aylor,  five  limes  as  many  moj-e.  hi  the  i)ai'is]i  of  Pelton,  where 
there  is  a marked  scarcity  of  1 muses,  the  Coimcirs  scheme  to  build 
over  100  houses  will  soon  l)e  commenced,  and  many  more  are  required. 
At  Harraton,  Avhere  the  scarcity  of  houses  is  so  acute  that  the  closure 
of  houses  unht  for  human  habitation  has  to  be  postponed,  the  Council 
have  under  consideration  a scheme  for  erecting  100  houses.  At 
Washington  the  scarcity  of  houses  continued  in  an  acute  degree, 
causing  much  overcrowding,  so  that  it  has  become  necessary  for  the 
Council  to  increase  the  number  of  houses  already  erected,  and  the 
matter  is  receiving  consideration.  In  the  township  of  Urpeth  and 
])robal>lv  at  Witton  Gilbert,  where  28  liouses  were  erected  during:  the 
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year,  there  is  also  a need  of  houses,  and  to  meet  the  demand  the 
Jhrtley  Iron  Company  are  about  to  build  32  four-roomed  houses  in 
the  |)arish  of  Ouston.  (?/)  Insanitary  Property  : Under  and  for  the 
puryiose  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  323 
houses  were  inspected,  and  of  these  14-1  were  considered  unht  for 
human  habitation  ; 08  houses  were  closed  voluntarilv,  and  33  after 
tlie  making  of  closing  oi'ders,  82  houses  were  remedied  without 
resoiding;  to  closing  orders.  Tlie  number  made  liabitable  after  tlie 
making  of  the  ordei-,  as  in  the  previous  year,  is  not  stated  as  reciuired 
in  Article  V.  of  tlie  Local  Government  Board’s  Beguhitions,  but 
details  are  given  of  improvements  and  repairs  to  ju'operty  in  various 
townships  in  the  district.  At  Birtley  4:  houses  have  been  provided 
with  better  means  of  ventilation,  the  spouting  to  several  houses  put 
into  order,  and  to  a number  of  other  houses  a cement  footpatli  has 
been  laid  ; in  addition  to  tliese  many  minor,  but  nevertheless  import- 
ant, repairs  have  been  carried  out.  At  Lamesley  the  remaining 
four  houses  in  the  Square,  Kibbleswoi'tb,  have  been  rebuilt,  6 houses 
have  been  closed,  a l)ack-to-back  house  made  into  a through  house 
and  a number  of  structural  I'epairs  and  impi’ovements  effected, 
including  the  jirovisioii  of  cement  yards  to  4-7  houses,  concrete  paths 
in  front  of  4-()  and  repairs  and  improvements  to  the  drainage  system 
to  others.  At  Lumley  Great  a short  and  ciowded  street  of  old  houses 
(Back  of  the  Shaft)  has  been  pulled  down  and  16  houses  erected,  and 
several  other  houses  have  been  repaii-ed  and  geiiei'ally  im])roved.  At 
Ouston,  the  Birtley  Iron  (binpany  have  carried  out  a considei'able 
amount  of  sanitai’y  improvements  to  the  liouses  in  tlie  village.  At 
Pelton  7 houses  have  lieen  closed,  but  tlie  back-to-back  houses  m^h- 


tioned  in  Dr.  Tavlor's  last  annual  reijort  are  In  the  same  condition, 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  finding  liouses  for  the  tenants  displaced. 
At  Witton  (jrill)eii:,  Dr.  Taylor  Avrites,  “ I have  again  to  report  that 
“ a great  number  of  improvements  liaA'e  taken  place  in  this  parish. 
Improvements  have  also  been  effected  at  Burnmoor  (8  houses),  at 
Edmondsley  (17  houses),  at  Harraton  to  several  back-to-back  houses 
Avhich  have  been  made  info  through  houses,  at  PlawsAvorth  AAdiere  4 
houses  haA’e  been  I’ebuilt  and  ofhers  ai’e  lieing  similarly  dealt  witln 
At  Urpeth  where  much  monej^  has  been  s]'ient  in  providing  cement 
footpaths,  and  at  Washington  where  a nuinbei'  of  water-closets  haA’c 
been  ])rovided  in  lieu  of  privies.  Dr.  Taylor  again  draws  attention 
to  the  insanitary  condition  of  Brown’s  Buildings,  Birtley,  to  the 
houses  in  the  S(]uare,  Fatfield,  and  the  Long  and  Short  Boavs  at  Nova 
Scotia,  AA’hich  are  unfit  for  habitation,  to  the  insanitary  pi'ivies  at 
Sixth  Bit,  Little  Lundey,  to  three  houses  at  EAvehill  in  the  parisli 
of  Ouston,  Avhich  should  be  closed,  and  to  a number  of  houses  at 
UsAvorth  C'ollierA’  Avhich  should  Ije  similarh^  dealt  Avith. 


Keporting  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district.  Dr. 
Taylor  also  draws  attention  to  the  large  number  of  poor  houses  at 
Burnmoor,  and  es})ecially  those  in  Long  Roav.  The  houses  in  this 
village,  he  considers,  should  be  rebuilt.  The  houses  in  the  Square, 
Fatfield,  the  Long  and  Short  Roavs,  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  parish  of 
Harraton,  are  again  unfavourably  commented  on,  and  it  is  stated 
that  tlnu'e  are  othei'  houses  in  this  toAAmshi])  AAduch  are  unfit  foi-  human 
habitation.  With  respect  to  Lumley  (rreat.  Dr.  Taylor  Avrites : — 
Many  old  houses  still  stand  in  this  toAAmshi]),  such  as  Goosey  Big 
''  Roav,  Paradise,  Ncav  Ghestei',  Hood’s  Fold,  Woodman’s  Place,  and 
‘‘  Heron’s  Roav.  Really  the  AAdiole  of  the  areas  occuj)ied  by  these 
houses  shoidd  ])e  cleared,  and  iicaa'  houses  eiocted  on  a properly 
■‘'conceived  |)lan,  and  unless  and  uidil  this  idea  is  carried  out  it  is 
^‘useless  fiidAering  AA'ith  Lundey.  The  village  is  Avell  situated, 
■'■  disease  is  not  prevalent,  but  thc»se  areas  mentioned  are  over- 
‘‘  croAA'ded.  the  hf)nses  are  damp,  badly  ligiited  and  ecpially  b<tdiy 
ventilated,  and  these  conditions  ai'e  potent  factors  in  dissendnation 
“■  of  tul)ercle  in  all  its  forms  Avhen  once  a tu])ei’culai-  sidrject  resides  in 
‘■'any  of  the  houses  I have  just  mentioned.”  In  addition  to  these 
(jefects  the  seAverage  system  does  not  appear  to  be  satisfactory  and 
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tlie  water  supply  has  Ijeeii  cleticient  for  years,  though  it  is  hoped  that 
tile  latter  will  shortly  be  remedied. 


Streets. — Under  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act, 
16  streets  have  been  made  up  at  Birtley,  9 at  Harraton,  3 streets  at 
Eighton  Banks,  in  the  parish  of  Lamesley,  4 at  New  Washington, 
and  also  at  Eden  Terrace,  Washington,  and  in  this  parish  29  streets 
are  to  be  commenced  at  an  early  date.  Other  streets  mentioned  as 
requiring  attention  are  situated  in  the  parish  of  Edmondsley,  in  the 
village  of  Lumley  Great  where  the  highway  is  “ the  only  decently 
“made  street  in  the  village,’^  and  in  the  township  and  village  of 
Pelton.  The  streets  at  Sacriston  are  still  unmade,  but  instructions 
have  been  given  to  commence  41  of  them.  The  total  number  of 
lineal  yards  of  private  streets  properly  made  up  with  either  macadam 
or  tar-macadam  during'  the  year  was  4,798. 

Nuisances. — 1,031  informal  and  107  statutory  notices  were 
served  and  1,036  nuisances  aliated. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  99  cowkeepers  and 
10  purveyors  of  milk.  The  cowsheds  are  regularly  visited.  Gener- 
ally  the  cowsheds  are  in  a fair  condition.  *'  The  need  of  absolute 
“cleanliness  amongst  dairymen,’’  writes  Ur.  Taylor,  “is  very 
“ difficult  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  this  class  of  workmen.” 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  36  registered  slaughter-houses. 
They  are  not  systematically  inspected  but  are  visited  frequently. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — The  one  common  lodging-house  is 
frequently  visited  and  is  kept  clean. 

Factories  and  Workshops- — There  are  no  wvu'ksiiops  of  any  size  in 
the  district.  A few  minor  nuisances  were  found  on  inspection,  and 
were  remedied. 


S A NITAKY  IvEQUlKEMENTS . 


1. — An  adequate  SLipjdy  of  water  foi'  New 
the  lumses  at  Kibblesworth. 


Washington  and  for 


2.  — 'riie  j\ruvi>sioii  of  addit  loiial  bousliio'  ac.-aoiniiiodat  ioii  at 
Ilarraton  and  Uiy)et]i  and  Washington. 

3.  — Continued  improvements  to  the  housing  aecommodation  of 
the  distiict  and  more  particularly  at  Burnmoor,  Harraton,  Lumley 
Great,  Lamesley  and  Belton. 

4.  — The  more  rapid  adoption  of  the  water-carriage  system 
throughout  the  district. 

5.  — Street  improvements  in  the  townships  of  Edmondsley, 
Eighton  Banks  (Lamesley),  Lumley  Great  and  Belton. 

G. — An  improved  sewerage  system  for  the  village  of  Lumley 
Great. 


DARLIx\GTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Robert  H.  Meikle,  M B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vit-d.1  Stntlstii's. 

7 

Infectious  Diseu.spi — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

191:5. 

1912. 

1913. 

191-2. 

HsLiinated  Population 

10.911 

10,914 

Total  notitications  . . 

70 

141 

Birth-rate 

24-37 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  (C)-u>le)  . . 

Ifi-.Sl 

ll'O.S 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

IS 

98 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

IPSl 

— 

Diphtheria 

1.3 

11 

Zymotic  death-rate  .. 

ono 

0-91 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

• > 

3 

Phthisi.s  death-rate  . . 

174 

0-73 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

1 

Total  Tuberculo.'^is  death-rate 

l-9il 

0-91 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

19 

20 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles 

(1) 

(5) 

rate 

1 -S.H 

1-37 

Whooping  cough 

(ail.) 

(nil.) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

] ,000  births 

9S 

109 

(under  2 years) 

(2) 

(1) 

General  Sanitation. 

JJ'rdf’?'  Supply. — Great  Buixlon  is  still  without  a proper  supply  of 
water  ; tlie  village  of  Neasham  is  now  supplied  hj  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Board;  at  Migli  and  Low  ('oniscliffe  the  supply  is  not 
witidi)  reasonable  distance  of  the  liouses  : at  lleighington,  water  can 
be  obtained  from  a standpipe  in  the  centre  of  the  village  green,  but 
here  again  the  water  is  not  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  houses. 
The  ■■  pulilic  water  supply  ’’  in  the  villages  Dr.  Meikle  states  is 
plentiful  and  wholesome.  At  Haughton-le-Skerne  the  water  supply 
to  .“)  houses  was  found  to  be  polluted,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
lav  on  the  ])u])lic  supply.  Eleven  sam})les  of  water,  taken  princi- 
])ally  from  tlie  villaite  of  Xeasliam,  wei'e  analvsed,  and  of  tliese  10 
were  found  to  Ije  polluted  and  were  accoi’dingly  condemned, 


Sciocragc. — At  Sadi jc'i'gt'  the  Couneil  liave  actjuired  two  acres  of 
land  tor  10  years,  and  the  sewage  can  now  l>e  satisfactorily  treated. 
The  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  (treat  Burdon  has  Ijeen  delayed 
pending  the  provision  of  a jtroper  water  supply.  Before  Heighington 
village  can  be  sewered  throughout,  new  selvage  disposal  works,  as 
mentioned  in  Dr.  Meikle^s  last  report,  wdll  be  necessary.  The 
servage  disposal  works  at  Brusselton  Houses  also  require  attention; 
these  works  have  also  been  previously  reported  on.  A new  sewer  has 
been  laid  in  front  of  Old  and  New'  Bow's,  Middleton-St. -George.  At 
Whessoe  *a  j)umping  plant  has  been  erected  and  the  sewmge  of  this 
j)lace  is  now'  tmated  on  the  Tlari'ow'gate  Hill  Estate  i^ewuige  Works. 


Scavenging. — In  certain  areas  of  the  district  (iu)t  mentioned) 
there  is  jjublic  scavenging,  and  the  iMedical  Officer  of  Ilealtii  recom- 
jiiends  its  adoption  in  the  most  po])idous  villages. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  12  houses  were  erected  and  occu- 
pied dining  the  year,  [b')  Insanitary  p]-o|)ei  ty  : In  compliance  with 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  70  houses  were 
inspected,  and  of  these  9 w'cre  found  to  be  untit  for  human  habitation 
and  closing  orders  made.  The  munber  of  houses  the  defects  in 
wdiich  w'ere  remedied  wuthout  making  closing  orders  and  other 
requirements  of  Article  are  not  set  forth  in  the  tabular  statement, 
but  the  followung  jjarticulars  liave  been  abstracted  from  the  body  of 
the  report : — At  Ayclilfe  Great,  a liouse  wdiich  had  been  closed  in  the 
])revious  year  has  now'  been  impaired  and  the  closing  order  deter- 
mined. At  Blacklands,  four  houses  closed  during  the  previous  year 
liave  since  been  demolished.  At  I laughton-le-Skerne,  tw'o  dilapidated 
cottages  were  pulled  dowui  and  foiu-  w'orkmenN  houses  built  on  the 
site  of  d J’es])ecting  wliich  closing  ordei's  liad  been  made  : notices  have 
also  been  served  on  the  owners  of  22  houses  at  Huiwortli  Place  to 
conveid  the  ])rivies  into  watei'-closets.  At  Neasham,  the  upper 
l ooms  of  four  houses  have  lieen  heightened  and  other  im])i’ovements 
effected.  At  Bedw'ortli,  a house  in  a ruinous  condition  was  pulled 
down  after  notice.  At  WaPvoith,  a house  was  demolished  after  the 
making  of  a closing  order,  and  improvements  cari'ied  out  to  tw'o  other 
houses.  At  Whessoe,  a liouse  has  been  closed  voluntarily. 


Streets. — Dr.  Meikle  again  drawls  attention  to  the  unmade  con- 


ir>8 


dition  oT  tlu'  l)ack  strci'ts  in  M iddlt'ton-St -(r(M)i 


•ge 


iin 


I i\IiddU*toii-oiie- 


Row. 


Nuisances. — 280  nuisances  were  al')ated  ; S were  witli  res])ect  to 
structui’al  defects  in  houses,  and  dO  wei'e  in  connection  with  defec- 
tively paved  yards.  Three  cases  -of  ovei'crowding  were  also  dealt 
with. 


Factories  and  WorhsJiops. — There  are  44  registered  worksho])s; 
to  these  31  inspections  were  made  and  3 minor  defects  were  found 
and  remedied.  ' ^ 

Inspection  of  Food. — Not  mentioned,  but  no  unsound  food  was 
seized. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 


1. - — ^The  provision  of  drainage  and  a watei’  supply  for  Great 
Rurdon  village. 

2.  — The  abatement  of  nuisances  aiising  from  the  lieighington 
and  Biaisselton  Houses  sewage  disposal  works. 

3.  — The  pi'ovision  within  I'easonable  distance  of  a water  su|)])ly 
for  High  and  Low  ( 'oniscliffe  and  also  for  lieighington. 

4.  — Tlie  provision  of  public  scavenging  for  the  more  populous 
areas  of  the  distinct. 

5.  — The  making  up  of  the  back  streets  at  Middleton-8t. -George 
a 1 1 d Mid  diet  on-  one-Row . 


DURHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  T.  H.^rri.son,  L.S.A.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics;. 

1013. 

1912. 

Tnfecticus  Diseases — Cases  and  ( 

Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Kstimaterl  Fopiilatioii 

31,735 

31,309 

Total  notifications  .. 

290 

182 

Birth-rate 

32  •21 

32-32 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  ((Aude)  . . 

icr.-s 

13-.Nt 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

143 

36 

Death-! ate  (Stamlai di/.ed) 

10 -38 

— 

Diphtheria 

39 

49 

Zymotic  deatit-rate 

1 -Of) 

1 -05 

Fevers  ( Enteric,  Ac.) 

9 

19 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

0-54 

O'St) 

Puerperal  fevei’ 

1 

nil. 

Total  Tnl')prculosis  death-rate 
Re.spiratory  diseases  death- 

1-20 

1-15 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles 

122 

(12) 

(7) 

rate 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

2-05 

1 -72 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(9) 

(3) 

,000  births 

ISO 

116 

(under  2 years), . 

(24) 

(9) 

159 


(I  ENK II A L S A A’  J ^1'  A'I'J  U X . 

IFa/f’r  Su})ph/. — The  greater  part  of  the  distiiet  is  served  b}’ 
the  mains  of  the  Weai’dale  and  bonsett  Water  ( '()m])anv.  The  water 
is  upland  surface  and  is  plumbo-solvent,  but  the  water  is  treated 
with  lime  so  that  no  trace  of  lead  was  detected  on  chemical  examina- 
tion. A small  number  of  houses  some  distance  from  the  mains 
obtain  their  supply  from  springs  and  Avells,  which  are  protected  as 
far  as  is  practicable,  but  the  village  of  Old  Quarrington,  Whitwell 
Moor,  Cassop  Grange,  lligli  Butterl)y  Faims,  Biasside,  (dasso]) 
Smithy,  Strawberry  Hill  Farms  and  Broomside  Pit  Cottages  are  still 
without  a proper  suj)ply.  On  November  2Tth  the  Local  Government 
Board  held  a local  enquiry  with  I'espect  to  the  application  of  the 
Ivui'al  District  Council  for  sanction  to  liorrow  £2,700  for  woi'ks  of 
water  supply  for  the  parishes  of  ('asso])-cum-thi''^i'i'iiT'l^<^’^^  Cox- 
hoe.  The  Board  having  signihed  their  ap])roval  of  the  scheme  an 
agi'eement  has  been  entered  into  witli  tlie  Weardale  and  C'onsett 
Water  Company  for  a supply  for  the  villages  of  Cassoj)  Colliery,  Old 
Cassop,  Qu^'^i'i'ington  Hill,  Old  Last  Hetton.  The 

water  will  lie  pumped  to  the  Council’s  resei'voir  at  Qn^^i'i'ington  Hill, 
from  whence  service  mains  will  distribute  the  water  to  the  several 
villages  enumerated. 

Sewerage. — The  future  requirements  and  the  efficiency  or  other- 
wise of  the  ] (resent  systems  of  sewerage  are  not  mentioned,  but  in 
the  report  of  the  Surveyor  to  tlie  District  (V)uncil  it  is  stated  that  a 
scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis})Osal  for  the  village  of  East 
Hetton  lias  lieen  sanctioned  l)y  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
comjdeted.  Tlie  tendei'  foi-  this  scheme  was  .£2,1 Gs.  8d.  A 
scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewag'e  disposal  was  also  sulunitted  to  the 
Local  Government  Boai’d  at  an  inquiiy  held  on  SepteTiiber  17th  for 
the  village  of  Ludwortli,  and  application  was  ma<le  for  sanction  to 
lioj-row  £2,100  for  the  ])Urpose.  Tlie  loan  has  since  been  sanctioned. 

Scarenging.—'i'he  greater’  pai't  of  tlie  district,  comprising  45 
sub-divisi()ns,  is  scavenged  by  conti’act  with  the  District  (Councils. 
At  St.  Oswalds,  Sherlnii-n  Hospital,  Whitwell  and  Brancepeth  it  is 
done  try  the  occupier’s.  With  tivt*  exce])tions  tlie  conti’acts  are  carr’ied 
gut  fdirl^^  satisfactorily.  4die  aslr-closets  ar-e  cleaned  out  weekly,  the 


i)tlier  types  of  e-oiiveiiiences  foiliiigbtly.  The  I'efuse  is  Jis})(jse(l  of 
to  farmers  who  spread  it  out  on  tlie  Helds,  Init  the  Iiispeotor  of 
fSuisances  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  refuse  is  becoming 
more  and  more  difficult  to  dispose  of,  and  tliat  a good  many  farmers 
decline  to  take  it  on  account  of  the  large  and  increasing  number  of 
tins,  bottles  and  miscellaneous  articles  which  are  to  be  found  in  the 
refuse.  Another  serious  objection  is  that  a nuisance  is  caused  by  the 
large  amount  of  soiled  and  dirty  })aper  which  is  blown  into  the  hedges 
and  ditches.  The  remedy  the  Inspector  suggests  is  for  the  Council 
to  p]'ovide  dejtots  with  a caretaker  in  charge  in  different  parts  of  the 
district. 

Housing. — («)  New  Houses:  (i'i  houses  were  erected  and  occu- 
pied. Plans  for  ()9  more  houses  have  l^een  passed  by  the  District 
('ouncil.  (i>)  Insanitary  Property:  The  number  of  houses  inspected 
under  and  foi'  the  jnii'jiose  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Toavii  Plan- 
ning, Etc.,  Act,  iyO‘9,  and  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  made  thereunder,  was  9H,  and  of  these  55  were  considered  uiiHt 
for  human  habitation.  With  a view  to  making  closing  orders,  9 
representations  were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  but  only  G were 
made  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  only  '2  houses  were  closed.  The 
number  of  dwelling-houses  put  into  a projjer  state  of  repair  without 
resorting  to  a closing  order  was  2.  No  houses  with  res|)ect  to  which 
closing  orders  were  made  during  the  present  year,  were  made 
habitable,  but  in  10  the  defects  are  being  remedied.  Of  the  110 
houses  reported  as  unHt  for  habitation  in  the  precious  aiinual  report, 
58  were  put  into  pro])er  order  during  the  present  year.  In  addition 
to  the  foi’egoing  the  Ins])ector's  I'eport  shows  that  G17  houses  were 
yisited,  yiz.,  at  Sheiburn  581,  Pshaw  Moof  d-l,  East  lletton  52, 
Croxdale  and  Sunderland  Bridge  47,  Belmont  25,  Eramwellgate 
Moor  22,  Cassop  (dlliery  17,  and  other  parts  of  the  district  19,  and 
that  134  houses  were  repaired  after  infoimal  notice.  The  Insj^ector 
also  reports  that  92  houses  are  being  repaired  at  the  jjresent  time, 
but  483  haye  yet  to  be  attended  to.  At  Belmont,  two  houses  hace 
been  raised  and  made  into  good  workmen’s  dwellings,  but  very  little 
has  been  done  during  the  year  to  make  the  old  cottages  properly 
habitable.  At  Beai’j)ai*k,  the  light  and  ventilation  of  G houses  have 
been  improved  and  other  defects  remedied  : the  owners  of  the  Colliery 
Bows  have  also  agreed  to  pave  the  ground  adjoiniiig  the  houses  and 
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to  make  up  the  road.  At  Broom,  re])airs  have  been  eai'ried  out  to 
most  of  the  liouses  in  the  village,  and  at  Broom  Lane  Terrace  the 
yards  have  been  cemented,  in  addition  to  these  improvements  1615 
privies  have  been  converted  into  ash-closets  and  30  juivies  demol- 
ished. At  Cassop-cum-Quarrington,  the  houses  in  Double  Front 
Bow  have  been  repaired,  and  some  of  the  defective  closets  in  Double 
Back  Row  have  been  remedied,  but  the  yards  and  footi}aths  of  these 
houses  are  still  in  a defective  condition,  and  Overman’s  Row,  Cassop 
Colliery,  is  in  a very  bad  state  of  repair.  iVt  Coxhoe,  the  houses  in 
Long  Row  have  been ‘raised.  At  East  Iletton  10‘  houses  have  been 
rebuilt;  there  are  still  a large  number  of  houses  in  the  village  in 
need  of  attention.  The  sewerage  of  East  Iletton  has  been  completed 
but  the  branch  drains  and  yard  gullies  have  not  yet  been  provided. 
In  Durham  Row,  Framwellgate  klooi',  the  floors  of  16  houses  have 
l)een  relaid  but  the  work  is  oidy  progiessing  slowly  ; in  Front 
Street,  dormer  windows  and  other  sti-uctural  improvements  to  2 
houses  have  been  carried  out:  in  Dyke  Row  windows  have  been  pro- 
vided  to  eacli  room  of  18  houses,  and  16  houses  at  Did  Bit,  mentioned 
in  previous  rejmrts,  have  been  repaii'ed.  At  Ludworth  village,  in 
the  Parish  of  Sliadforth,  where  the  houses  are  in  a wretchedlv  insani- 
tary  condition,  the  rebuilding  of  the  houses  is  ]jroceeding  very 
slowly.  At  Sherburn  Dill  and  village  and  at  the  Station,  the 
colliery  owners  liave  agreed  to  can-y  out  j-epairs  and  alterations  to 
376  houses  and  have  given  an  undertaking  to  do  75  houses  each 
year.  At  Croxdale  Colliery  (Sunderland  Bridge)  some  paving  to 
the  outside  of  the  houses  is  being  done.  At  KimbleswoiTh  30  ash- 
closets  have  been  built  and  15  midden-privies  have  been  demolished. 

Nuisance.'i. — The  tt>tal  number  of  nuisances  abated  is  not  given, 
but  61  notices  with  respect  to  structural  defects  in  houses  and  1,146 
with  respect  to  other  matters  were  served,  and  of  the  latter  all  were 
complied  with;  498  were  with  respect  to  sanitary  conveniences. 

Streets. — George  Street  and  Back  George  Street,  Neville’s  Cross, 
are  being  made  up  under  the  ].)i'ovisions  of  the  Private  St  met  Works 
Act,  1892.  Othei'  street  works  of  a similar  nature  ai'e  about  to  be 
cari'ied  out  in  the  ]»arisli  of  Slierburn.  New  tar-]'iaved  footpaths 
liave  been  (“Oiistiucteil  at  Broompark,  and  a cement  footpath  at 
Anton  Stile. 


Common  J.odging  Houses. — None. 


])ai)ies,  Cow.dteAls  and  Mdl-.duq/s. — 'Fbe  lnsi)eut()r  again  draw^ 
attention  to  the  fact  that  4 dairy  farms  are  without  a pi'oper  water 
supply,  but  to  one,  tlie  mains  of  the  Weardale  and  (fonsett  Water 
( ’ompany  will  shortly  l)e  laid,  two  of  these  farms  were  Ayitliout  any 
water  during  the  summer  months.  The  number  of  registered  cow- 
keepers  and  puryeyors  of  milk  is  Go  and  the  number  of  cows  576. 
The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  closely  superyised  and  on  the  whole 
are  kept  satisfactorily,  but  there  are  exceptions,  and  with  respect  to 
these  Dr.  Hanison  recommends  the  takin<r  of  more  stringent 
measures  than  liitherto  haye  l)een  })ursued.  For  the  enforcement  of 
the  ]-egulations  relating  to  dairies  and  cowsheds  and  tlie  abatement 
of  nuisances  64  informal  notices  were  seryed.  Six  cases  of  infectious 


disease  at  dairy  fauns  occurred  during  the  year.  A large  quantity 

of  the  milk  is  sent  l)y  i-ail  to  other  districts. 

«/ 


Slaughter-houses. — The  slaughtei’-houses  are  gixen  careful  atten- 
tion. Those  belonging  to  the  yarious  co-operatiye  stores  are  satis- 
factorily kept,  but  the  smaller  places  require  occasional  ins])ection. 
The  number  of  slaughter-houses  is  not  giyen,  and  information  as  to 
their  construction  and  whether  they  are  licensed  or  registered  is  also 
omitted. 

Inspection  of  Food. — The  meat  sold  in  the  distiict  is  of  good 
quality.  Fish  hawked  in  the  streets  haye  been  found  in  a few 
instances  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  destroyed.  No 
samples  of  milk  w'ere  submitted  to  a bacteriological  examination  for 
the  purpose  of  detecting  tubercle  bacilli. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Not  mentioned. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Improyements  generally  to  the  housing  accommodation  of 
the  working  classes. 

2.  — The  scayenging  of  tlie  surroundings  of  the  houses  in  the 
village. 

3.  — The  p)-ovision  of  a water  siqqily  to  some  of  the  dairy  farms 


and  tlie  enforeement  of  the  provisions  of  the  ! 
Milksliops  Orders. 

4. — The  provision  of  a water  sup})ly  to 
district. 


)airies,  t'owslieds  and 
certain  areas  in  tiie 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


James  Arthur,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1013. 

1912. 

Infe.ctiovs  Diseases  -Cases  and  ( Deaths). 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population 

66,001 

63,050 

Total  notifications  . . 

742 

778 

Birth-rate 

.35  -47 

35  -40 

.Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

16-42 

14-22 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

313 

517 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

17-20 

— 

Diphtheria 

173 

79 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

2-65 

1 -60 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

29 

2(1 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

0-66 

0-65 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

f) 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

1-62 

1-17 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles 

100 

(.50) 

60 

(19) 

rate 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

2-51 

2-23 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrlnea  and  Enteritis 

(y 

(33) 

1,000  births 

1.50 

IIS 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(83) 

(lU 

(tEVEK  AL  S AAITATION . 

Water  Supply. — Except  in  the  case  of  a few  farms  and  isolated 
houses,  pi’acticallv  the  whole  district,  states  Dr.  Arthur,  is  satis- 
factorily supplied  with  drinking  water.  The  water  is  derived  from 
deep  wells  in  the  magnesian  limestone,  and  the  undertakings  are  the 
ju'operty  of  water  comj)aiiies  and  the  colliery  owners.  At  Hutton 
Henry  the  District  CounciDs  storage  tank  is  now  connected  directlv 
by  means  of  a 4 in.  pipe  with  the  woi'ks  of  the  Wingate  Water 
(k)mpany.  At  Thornlev  and  Wheatley  Hill  a new  .service  has  been 
obtained  and  the  su})ply  is  now  ample.  At  Blackhalls  a supply  has 
been  laid  on  by  the  Colliery  Company. 


Sewerage. — Two  comprehensive  sewerage  schemes,  one  for  the 
drainage  of  Deaf  Hill,  Wingate,  Station  Road,  Hutton  Heniy,  Castle 
Eden,  Castle  Eden  Colliery,  High  Hesleden,  Low  Hesleden,  and  Black- 
halls,  and  the  otliei*  for  tlje  drainage  of  llaswell,  Soutli  Hetton,  Mur- 
toij,  (Aid  Hesleden,  Dalton-le-Dale,  and  paid  of  Xew  Sealiam,  were  the 
subject  of  Local  Coveinment  Board  Inquiries;  ])oth  scliemes  will  have 
their  outfalls  in  the  sea.  The  loans  it  was  proposed  to  raise  and  for 
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whicli  sanction  was  sought  wei'e  £17,300'  and  £23,200  respectively. 
The  first  Inquiry  was  held  on  the  7th  M ay,  1913,  the  scheme  has  since 
been  ap})roved  and  the  work  is  now  in  progress;  the  second  took 
place  on  the  3rd  .lanuary,  1914,  but  the  decision  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board  has  not  been  made  known.  New'  sew'ers  have  been 
laid  at  Easington  Colliery,  Easington  Village,  llaswell,  South  Iletton, 
Shotton,  Cold  llesleden,  Murton,  Thornley,  Wingate,  Iletton  Houses, 
Castle  Eden  Colliery,  Blackhalls,  the  total  length  of  })ipes  amounting 
to  2,719  yards. 


Scavenging — ^Tlie  cleansing  and  removal  of  refuse  is  let  to 
contractors  ; the  work  is  not  always  clone  efficiently.  Application 
has  again  been  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to 
adopt  Secs.  39-42  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  xVct,  1907. 

Housing.- — (a)  New'  Houses:  973  houses  w'ere  erected  aiid  occu- 
pied duriim  the  vear.  Tlie  scheme  for  tlie  erection  of  103  houses  at 
Murton  under  Part  111.  of  the  Housing  of  tlie  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,  is  in  pi’ogress  and  some  of  the  liouses  w'ill  shortly  be  ready  for 
occupation.  In  otlier  parts  of  the  district  housing  accommodation 
is  urgently  needed,  the  number  provided  ])y  the  (Jolliery  (Mmpanies 
and  by  })rivate  enterprise  lieing  cpiite  inadecpiate  to  meet  the 
demand.  At  Shotton,  for  example,  wdiei'e  a recent  census  w'as  taken, 
Hr.  Aidhui'^s  figures  show'  that  out  of  15G  two-roomed  houses,  52 
W'ere  occupied  by  6 to  11  per  sons  eacli,  that  150  three-roomed  houses 
W'ere  occupied  by  7 to  14  persons  each,  and  tliat  57  four-roomed 
houses  were  occupied  l)y  9 to  16  persons  each,  w'hile  53  out  of  827 
Avere  occupied  by  more  than  one  family.  (6)  Insanitary  P'ropeidy  : 
In  com])liance  Avith  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  ToAvn  Planning  Act, 
1909,  and  the  regulations  made  thereunder,  791  houses  Avere 
inspected.  These  liouses  Avere  distri})uted  tlu'oughout  the  folloAving 
districts  : — Easington  (33),  Hasw^ell  (41),  South  Iletton  (57),  Murton 
(130),  Wingate  (219),  Trimdon  (139),  Ncav  Seahani  (141),  and 
Seaton  (31).  Of  these,  22  were  considered  unfit  for  human  halhta- 
tion,  and  representations  with  a sucav  to  making  closing  orders  Avere 
made  Avith  i-esjiect  to  17,  and  closing  orders  were  made  in  7 cases. 
Aftei-  tlie  making  of  tlie  oi'ders  tlie  number  jmt  into  proper  habitable 
condition  Avas  30,  but  most  of  these  were  Avitli  respect  to  liouses 
closed  in  previous  years.  As  regards  dAA'el ling-houses  the  defects 
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of  wliicli  were  remedied  the  making  of  closing  orders,  tho 

number  is  not  given  as  required  in  Article  V.  of  the  regulations.  The 
]irincipal  defects  found  were  dampness  of  walls,  defective  pantries, 
low  and  l)adly  ventilated  attic  bedrooms,  general  dilapidation  and 
defective  sanitary  conveniences.  Other  parts  of  the  district  inspected 
wei'e  Shotton,  Castle  Eden,  Burdon,  Cold  Hesleden,  Dalton-le-Dale, 
Thornley,  Kelloe,  Wheatley  Hill,  Hutton  Henry  and  Honk  Hesleden. 
In  these  places  a number  of  defects  in  dwellings  were  remedied  and 
18  houses  appear  to  have  been  closed.  There  are  still,  writes  Dr. 
Arthur,  many  of  the  oldest  houses  in  the  district  greatly  in  need  of 
improvement,  amounting  almost  to  the  extent  of  rebuilding,  which, 
but  for  the  scarcity  of  temporary  accommodation  while  the  repairs 
are  being  carried  out,  would  have  been  taken  in  hand  sooner.  To 
evict  tenants  under  these  circumstances  landlords  are  naturally 
averse.  Improvements,  however,  are  being  effected  and  the  number 
is  diminishing,  though  not  fast  enough. 

Streets — Under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  a number  of 
sti-eets  at  Castle  Eden  Collierv  and  at  Station  Town  have  been  made 
up.  Plans  have  also  been  prepared  with  a view  to  carrying  out 
similar  work  at  East  Murton,  Haswell,  Wheatley  Hill,  Seaton,  South 
Hetton,  Deaf  Hill  and  Trimdon. 

Nuisances. — Nuisances  with  respect  to  stmctural  defects  were 
abated  in  80  instances,  and  defective  yards  were  similarly  dealt  with 
in  63  instances. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  foiu'  common  lodging- 
hoiises,  one  of  which  is  licensed  for  6 months  and  is  used  tem})orarily 
by  a linn  for  their  workmen.  One  of  the  jnemises  at  Easington  is 
too  small  to  admit  of  being  properly  managed  : the  other  two  are 
satisfactorily  conducted. 


Hairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — -There  are  65  dairy  farms  on 
the  register,  and  the  number  of  cows  at  these  places  is  60-t.  The 
farms  are  regularly  inspected.  i\Iost  of  the  ])reniises,  especially  the 
lai’ger  ones,  ai’e  in  a fairly  good  condition.  Twenty-seven  informal 
notices  wei  e sei'ved — 82  to  abate  aninoi’  nuisances,  and  5 to  remedy 
striu'tural  defects.  3’he  defects  are  mostly  to  lie  found  in  the  smaller 
])laces  tenanted  or  owned  by  ]>ei-sous  wlio  are  not  linancially  in  a 
position  to  cai’iy  out  impi'ovemeuts.  H any  pressure  were  exercised. 
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br.  Artliiir  believes  these  })ersons  would  give  up  the  trade.  Two  new 
cowsheds,  the  plans  of  which  were  submitted  to  the  District  Council, 
were  erected  during  the  year. 

^Slaughter-houses — There  are  d9  registered  slaughtej'-holises ; 
most  are  attached  to  dwelling-houses  and  at  some  of  the  smaller 
places  the  slaughtering  is  done  in  the  shop.  Some  of  the  premises 
are  highly  satisfactory  and  many  fairly  so.  They  are  regularly 
Inspected.  Bye-laws  relating  to  these  places  are  now  in  force. 


Inspection  of  Food. — Not  mentioned. 


Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  15  factories,  94:  workshops 
and  27  work} daces  and  9 bakehouses.  To  these  }daces  174:  inspec- 
tions wei'e  })aid  and  9 nuisances  dealt  with.  The  bakehouses  are 
all  well  ke})t.  Tliere  are  no  ‘'home  workers.’^  The  factories  and 
woidvshojjs  are  kejh  in  a faiidy  satisfactory  condition. 

Sa?vUTARy  Kequirements  . 

Housing  accommodation  in  various  |iarts  of  the  district  for  the 
workino’  classes. 


HARTLEPOOL  RURAL  DISTRICT, 
r.  G.  .Ainslkv,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

3.04.5 

2.440 

Birth-rate 

•dO-03 

27  '45 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

7 '5.5 

12-70 

DeaHi-rate  (Standardized) 

7-25 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate.. 

nil. 

n'82 

Phthisis  death-rate. . 

O'CO 

0'82 

Total  Tu!)erculosis  death -i-aTe 

1 04 

1 -23 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate 

1-31 

1-23 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births 

81 

149 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  {Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notifications  .. 

9 

10 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

4 

0 

Diphtheria 

nil. 

o 

Fevers  (Enteric,  <tc.) 

nil. 

nil. 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Ca.ses  treated  at  ho.«pital  . . 

nil. 

nil. 

Measles 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

Whooping  cousrh 

Diarrlnea  and  Enteritis 

(nil.) 

(1) 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(nil.) 

(1) 

Hener al  Sanitation. 

II  ater  Supply. — The  villages  of  Gi’eatham,  ITart,  and  -49  houses 
at  Seaton  Snook  are  su})|)lied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  llai't- 
lepool  Water  rom})any.  Elwick  and  Dalton  Piei'cy  from  |)ublic 
wells  and  the  agricultural  districts  have  local  su})}dies  from  shallow 
wells. 
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$ewerag(’. — Greatham  and  Seaton  Snook  are  sewered:  the 
former  discharges  its  sewage  into  Greatham  Creek  below  the  tidal 
line,  while  the  lattei'  drains  into  the  month  of  the  Tees. 

Scavenging. — There  is  public  scavenging  at  Greatham,  and  it  has 
been  decided  to  make  similar  arrangements  for  Hart  Village  and 
Pllwick  Village.  It  is  not  stated  whether  the  scavenging  is  done  by 
contract. 


Housing. — (a)  New  Houses  : Two  were  built  during  die  year. 
(6)  Insanitaiy  Property : Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  218  houses  were  inspected,  27  were  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation.  Of  these  9 have  since  been  put  into  a proper 
state  of  repair  and  promises  have  lieen  given  to  attend  to  the  other 
defects.  The  houses  were  closed  and  representations  made  to  the 
local  authoritv  ith  a view  to  niakin»>;  a closing  order. 

t/  cT  O 

Nuisances. — 48  infoianal  and  20  formal  notices  were  served  and 
26  nuisances  abated.  As  a result  the  yard  paving  of  four  houses 
was  remedied  and  in  11  the  necessary  improvements  have  been 
promised.  Five  ashpit-privies  have  been  converted  into  ash-closets 
and  2 into  water-closets.  There  are  still  173  insanitary  ashpit- 
privies  in  the  district. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  25  dairv  farms. 

V' 

They  are  systematically  inspected  and  are  in  good  order,  but  they 
I'equire  constant  attention.  Three  notices  were  served  to  abate 
nuisances. 


Slaughter-houses. — There  are  2 slaughter-houses;  both  are  well 
kept.  One  notice  was  served  to  abate  a nuisance. 


Inspection  of  Food. — One  case  of  oranges  was  destroyed. 


Factories  and  tVorkshops. — There  are  G factories  and  20  work- 
shops. To  these  2()  visits  were  made  : one  minor  defect  was  found 
and  remedied. 


Sanitary  K e u i k e m e n t s . 

1. — The  renewal  of  a section  of  the  sewer  at  Ctreatham. 

2.  — The  elimination  of  the  insanitary  ashpit-privies  in  the 
district. 


HOUGHTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

D.  S.  Park,  F.  R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics.  Infec.tiov.s  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

lOlA 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

•26,.fi00 

*26,200 

Total  notifications 

294 

133 

Birth-rate 

33 -ed 

S.'rlO 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Urude)  . . 

15 ‘55 

1 3 -O-i 

Scarlet  fever 

13*2 

.58 

Death-i’ate  (Standardized) 

15-4!> 

Diphtheria 

16 

21 

Zymotic  death-rate 

tu 

1-75 

Fevers  { Enteric,  Ac. ) 

30 

22 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

nu.') 

0'57 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

'I'otal  Tuberculosis  deal  h-rate 

1 09 

0*99 

(.'ases  treated  at  hos}»ital  . . 

56 

29 

Respiratory  diseases  deatii- 

Measles  . . 

(9) 

(12) 

rate  . . 

1 -80 

2*57 

Whoopinjj  cough 

(5) 

(17) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1 ,0oo 

Diarrlneaand  Enteriti.s 

births 

14.5 

1*2') 

(undei  2 years) 

(•28) 

(^8) 

General  Sanitation. 

Mater  Sup/jly.~Yhe  water  sn]){(ly  in  the  district  has  been  well 
maintained,  hull  particulars  of  the  various  sources  of  supply,  it  is 
stated,  have  a]»])eared  in  ])revious  repoi'ts. 


Seicerage. — During  the  year  the  main  sewer  between  Junction 
Row  and  the  Sedgeletch  Sewage  Disposal  Woi'ks  (4(K)  yards)  has  been 
relaid.  Many  of  the  sewers  have  been  seriously  affected  bv  subsi- 
deuce.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  at  llerrington  Burn,  Brompton 
Terrace,  West  Kainton,  Ewe  Hill  Terrace,  Junction  Row,  Middle 
Rainton,  and  iMaidstone  Terrace.  At  the  Sedgeletch  and  South 
Biddick  sewage  farms  the  sewage  is  collected  into  tanks  and,  after 
sedimentation,  is  distributed  over  land.  The  works  are  carefully 
attended  to,  and  land  which  is  cultivated  yields  excellent  crops. 
The  sewage  from  the  William  Henry  Bit  is  treated  on  beds  contain- 
ing coarse  and  tine  clinker,  and  after  purification  is  discharged  into 
a stream,  d’lie  elHuent  is  stated  to  be  satisfactory. 


Scacenging. — The  scavenging,  which  is  carried  out  by  contract, 
is  done  fairly  satisfactorily.  The  number  of  houses  scavenged  by 
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(.‘onirac't  Is  5,354  aiul  the  cest  is  at  the  I'ate  of  8/1  1 jiei'  liouse  |)cr 
annum. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  Plans  for  the  erection  of  218  new 
houses  were  passed,  but  ‘^‘notwithstanding  tlie  great  activity  in  the 
“ building  trade,’’  Dr.  Park  states,  “ there  is  still  a great  demand  for 
“houses  in  the  district.”  (b)  Insanitary  Property:  In  compliance 
with  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  417 
houses  were  inspected,  and  of  these  12  were  regarded  as  imht  for 
human  habitation  and  were  accordingly  closed  after  representation 
to  the  Sanitary  Authoritv.  The  number  of  dwelling-honses  in  the 
distiict  in  which  defects  were  2'emedied  without  I'esorting  to  closing 
oi'ders  was  171,  and  the  nTimber  made  habitable  after  the  making 
of  closing  ordei's  was  2.  The  principal  defects  found  were  defec- 
tion of  yard  paving  and  sjiouting.  dam])  brick-paved  floors  and 
insanitary  privy-middens.  iMaiiy  of  the  houses  inspected  are  the 
old-fashioned  type  of  colliery  house  i'e(|uiring  considerable  im])rove- 
ments.  At  Sunniside  48  more  houses  in  Middle  Row  have  been 
lu'ovided  witli  ash-closets,  the  diaiins  relaid,  and  flreplaces  liave  l)een 
])Ut  into  the  back  I'oorns,  water  l)rought  into  the  houses,  and  the 
houses  generally  repaii'ed  ; similar  work  has  l)een  carried  out  to 
South  Row  (54  liouses).  At  “ The  Freehold,”  West  Rainton,  the 
improvements  to  the  houses  are  making  satisfactory  j)i'ogi’ess.  At 
William  Henry  Pit  four  cottages  liave  been  demolished  and  14 
close  to  have  been  erected.  At  Leamside,  Drainger’s  Terrace  has 
been  redrained,  a cement  footpath  and  surface  water  tb'ainage  pro- 
vided and  the  houses  are  being  repaired.  At  Church  Street,  West 
Rainton,  new  ash -closets  and  coal  houses  have  been  provided.  At 
West  Rainton  a house  has  been  ])ut  into  a proper  state  of  repair.  At 
North  Rainton  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  17  houses. 
At  Warden  Law  4 houses  were  put  into  a proper  state  of  re])air  after 
the  making  of  a closing  order.  At  Chapel  Row,  Philadelpliia,  self- 
contained  yards  have  been  provided  and  other  irnjirovements 
eflected.  At  Penshaw  Place  yards  have  been  provided  and  new 
sanitai’v  conveniences  erected.  At  South  Back  Lane.  Newbottle, 
the  closets  are  erected  in  front  of  the  houses,  and  up  to  the  present 
it  has  lieeii  found  im|)ossible  to  ac(]uire  land  for  the  construction  of 
a l)ack  street  to  these  houses.  An  inspection  of  the  village  of 
Moorsley  was  made  during  the  yeai',  Here  there  are  218  houses, 


of  which  88  are  owned  by  tlie  North  llettoii  (Joal  Company  and  .1.80 
by  various  private  owners.  Llenerally  speaking,  the  tenants  are 
“ very  clean/’  writes  Dr.  Park,  “ and  most  of  the  houses  are  well 
‘Mvept.”  The  folloAving  were  the  defects  found:  ‘‘  The  floors  of  the 
“ houses  were  almost  without  exception  brick-paved,  the  walls  damp, 
“ yards  unpaved,  tile  roofs  defective,  spouting  defective,  while  the 
“ attics  in  addition  to  being  badly  lighted  and  ventilated,  were  in- 
‘‘  variably  approached  Ijy  a step-ladder.  A large  number  of  privy- 
“ middens  exist  in  the  place  also.”  As  a result  of  action  taken  by 
the  sanitary  authorities  “ a few  of  the  houses  are  to  be  raised,  but 
“ in  the  majority  of  cases  dormer  Avindows  have  either  been  fixed 
“or  arrangements  are  being  made  to  have  this  Avork  carried  out.” 
Notices  liave  been  served  to  carry  out  im])j-0A'ements  considered 
necessary,  and  the  North  lietton  Coal  Com})any  have  given  an 
undertaking  to  ])ut  the  streets  in  oi’dei’. 

Streets. — NeAv  tar-macadam  I'oads  liave  l)een  made  at  East 
Brido-e  Street.  PenshaAv  Staitlies,  Beatrice  Tei'race,  and  Mount 
Pleasant.  It  is  ])roposed  to  make  up  undei-  the  Private  Street  Works 
Act,  185)2,  certain  streets  at  Dubmii'e  and  tfrasAvcll,  in  the  paifsh 
of  NeAA'bottle. 


Xuisances. — Three  complaints  Avere  received  respecting  the 
deposit  of  midden-refuse  in  close  proximity  to  houses;  the  nuisance 
Avas  abated. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — There  are  55  reported  coav- 
keepers  and  the  number  of  coavs  is  about  860.  The  coAvsheds  and 
dairies  have  all  a good  Avater  supjdy  ; they  are  peiaodically  insjjected 
and  “ due  attention  is  paid  to  the  lighting  and  ventilation,  air  space, 
“ drainage  and  cleanliness  ” of  these  places.  Tliere  are  tlnne  milk- 
sho|)S.  They  ai'e  usually  kept  clean,  as  also  are  the  utensils.  There 
is  no  infoi-mtion  as  to  Avhether  any  improvements  Avere  effected 
diiriim  the  A^eai'. 

O'  V 


Slaugltter-honses There  are  18  registered  slaughter-houses. 

They  are  periodically  inspected  and  Avith  one  or  tAvo  exce]»tions  are 
well  kept.  It  is  ])roposed  to  ])ring  up-to-date  the  present  bye-laAvs. 


Inspection  of  Food, -.-It  is  stated  that  the  meat  is  generally  of 
good  quality. 


Factories  and  Worhstiops. — Tliere  ai'e  10  registered  worksliops  ; 
to  these  d inspections  were  made  and  two  notices  served  to  abate. 
No  names  of  outworkers  were  leceived.  Section  ‘22  of  the  Pnblic 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  not  in  force  in  this  district. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  The  veterinary  inspection  of  cattle  on  dairy  farms. 

2.  — The  paving  of  yards  when  defective. 


LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT, 

T.  iUJCKHAM,  M.B.,  B.S..  B.Hy.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


V'ital  Statl.sfics. 

inia 

nil  2. 

Estimatea  Papulation 

32.002 

Birth-rate 

:i(roi 

31  -84 

Death-rate  (Crude)  .. 

12 -37 

! )eath-rate  (Stain lardi zed ) 

14  AO 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

•2'39 

i *.')0 

.dithisis  death-rate  .. 

O'Sfi 

0-.78 

Total  'I’uherciilosis death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  deatli- 

1 -(iT 

0-80 

ra  1 e 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  l,()t)(i 

2\SG 

2 TO 

1,0(JP  birtlis 

143 

90 

I nfpct'ioiix  — Caxps  and  {Deaths.) 


1013. 

1012. 

'total  notitications 

3C5 

22r> 

SmaH]M)x 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever 

183 

109 

Diphtiieria 

02 

25 

Fevers  ( Enteric,  Ac.) 

10 

0 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

1 

('ases  treateil  at  liospital 

202 

191 

.Measles 

(la) 

(24) 

Whooping  cougii 

(&) 

(2) 

Di  irrhma  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years.)  .. 

(3a) 

(14) 

( i ENERAL  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply. — InfoiTiiation  as  to  liow  the  vailous  parishes  are 
su|)plied  with  water  is  not  given,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  mains  of 
the  Weardale  and  ('onsett  Water  (\)mpanv  liave  been  brought  into 
20du)uses ; also  that  the  pressure  of  water  at  Buridiojie  is  insufficient. 


Seiccrage. — The  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  means  of  sewage 
disposal  in  the  various  parts  of  the  district  is  not  discussed,  but  it  is 
.stated  that  thei'e  are  sewage  disposal  works  at  Craghead,  The 
Middles,  llolmside,  Peartree,  Langley  Pai’k,  Ushaw  iMoor,  Esh  Win- 
ning, the  Waterhouses  Station  area,  Lornsay  Colliery,  Quebec, 
Malton  (’olliery.  Maiden  Law.  Derwent  (Mttages,  Ciuniwell  and 
lledley  Hope  Colliery,  and  tliat  land  irrigation  for  the  treatment  of 
the  sewage  is  caiaied  out  at  Rurnhope,  Maiden  Law,  iMedomsley, 
.Medoinsley  Edge,  Ih'adley  (.'ottages.  Villa  Real,  Castleside,  l’em])le- 
town,  Delves  Teu  ace  and  Cornsay  Village.  The  sewage  at  East 


Hedley  Hope  is  treated  in  ballast  heaps.  Owing  to  snl)sidence  it 
became  necessary  to  abandon  the  sewnxge  works  at  Denveiit  Cottages 
and  to  connect  the  sew^ers  of  this  area  wdth  those  at  Benlieldside. 

Scavenging. — Not  mentioned. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : 87  wmre  built  and  occupied,  (h) 
Insanitary  Property:  Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Kegulations  424  houses  were  inspected,  132  were  found  to  be 
defective ; the  number  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation  is  not 
given,  but  10  closing  orders  were  made  and  18  houses  closed — 9 
voluntarily  and  9 afver  the  making  of  the  orders.  At  Deinventside 
Cottages  street  improvements  and  the  provision  of  wuiter-closets 
are  recommended.  The  principal  defects  found  were : Damp  walls 
and  floors,  defective  spouting,  unpaved  yards  and  defective  roofs. 
The  number  of  houses  in  wdiich  the  defects  Avere  remedied  and  other 
information  required  in  Article  V.  of  the  regulations  are  not  given. 

Streets.- — ^The  back  sti'eets  of  New  House  Hoad  and  Durham  lioad, 
Hsh  Winning,  the  streets  of  the  Consett  Iron  Company’s  propeidy  at 
LiUiofleA’  Pai’k,  and  the  back  streets  east  of  Lancrlev  Park,  have  l)een 
greatly  im])roved.  There  are  other  back  streets  in  the  district  AAdiich 
need  earW  attention. 

Xuisances — The  number  of  nuisances  remedied  was  1,422,  and 
of  these  17  w'ere  with  respect  to  overcrowding. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — There  are  230  coAvsheds  and 
179  coAvkeepers.  The  coAvsheds  are  inspected  regularly — no  other 
particidars  are  given. 

Slaughter-houses. — Of  these  there  are  2G;  they  are  regularly  in- 
spected— no  other  particulars  are  given. 

Inspection  of  Food. — Not  mentioned. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — Not  mentioned. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

The  making  up  of  the  back  streets  in  various  pai'ts  of  the  dis- 
trict, including  those  at  Derw^ent  Cottages. 
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SEDGEFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Frederick  Hunton,  MT).,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

35,068 

34,123 

Birth-rate  

31-48 

31-53 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

13-15 

11-89 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

13-85 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1-48 

1-32 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

0-48 

0-69 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-02 

1-02 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate 

1-05 

i-75 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births 

136 

103 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notifications  . . 

373 

258 

Smallpox  

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever 

266 

178 

Diphtheria 

27 

24 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

12 

7 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

2 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

174 

126 

Measles 

(7) 

(29) 

Whooping  cough 

(3) 

(3) 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years) 

(-26) 

(D 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Siipply. — The  means  of  supply  to  tlie  various  paiishes  is 
not  discussed,  but  it  is  stated  that  the  quality  is  good  and  the 
quantity  adequate  except  at  Trimdon,  where  constant  complaints 
liave  been  received  respecting  the  quality  and  sufficiency  of  the  water 
supplied  to  this  township.  Not  only  does  the  water  contain  foreign 
matte]*,  but  the  supply  is  intermittent  and  at  times  fails  altogether. 
From  the  repoi't  of  the  i\Iedical  Officer  of  llealth  it  would  appear 
tliat  the  service  pipes  are  very  defective,  and  as  they  are  very  old, 
thev  ai’e  verv  liable  to  lireak.  Wliere  dirt  can  enter,  Dr.  Ilunton 
points  out,  disease  is  not  long  in  following,  and  adds  that  these 
constant  l)reakages  ai'e  undoubtedly  a great  source  of  danger,  for 
should  the  germs  of  enteric  fever  by  any  chance  gain  an  entrance 
into  tlie  pipes  tlien  most  certainly  a seifous  epidemic  will  follow. 

Sewerage. — In  various  })arts  of  the  disti’ict  new  lengths  of  sewei’s 
have  l)een  laid.  At  Trimdon  and  Windlestone  Row  Sewage  Works, 
new  sludge  l)eds  have  been  constructed  and  at  Trimdon  extra  land 
lias  l>een  acquired.  The  means  of  drainage  and  sewage  dis])Osal 
<tenerallY  throuohout  tlie  district  are  not  mentioned. 

Seaveng'uuj. — 'Eixcept  in  the  townshiji  of  Sedgefield  the  scavenging 
of  districts  has  been  most  unsatisfactorily  carried  out  and  has  been 
the  subject  of  constant  complaints.  Dr.  Ilunton  I'econiniends  the 
Disti'ict  Council  to  undertake  tlie  woik  tliemselves. 

ITon.sing — (a)  New  Houses:  109  new  lioiises  wei’e  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  veai*.  (?>)  Insanitaij  Property:  In  compliance 


with  tlio  JI<^iising  (Iiispootion  of  Disti'ict)  Tteg’iilntioiiR  44'2  Itonse?; 
were  inspected,  and  of  these  21  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  hnman 
habitation.  Representations  were  made  with  respect  to  15  houses, 
and  closing  orders  were  accordingly  made.  In  15  cases  the  houses 
were  made  habitable  and  the  closing  orders  determined,  and  in  107 
the  houses  were  put  into  a proper  state  of  I’epair  without  resorting 
to  closing  orders.  Defective  paving  and  roofs,  insufficient  means  of 
ventilation,  general  dampness  and  insanitary  conveniences  were  the 
main  defects  revealed  on  inspection.  The  housing  conditions  of  the 
various  })arts  of  tlie  districts  are  not  referred  to,  but  i)r.  llunton 
draws  attention  to  the  serious  (jvercrowding  in  the  district  and  urges 
the  Council  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  which  has  been  before  them 
for  some  months  for  the  erection  of  workmen’s  dwellings  under  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

During  the  year  260  ashpit-privies  were  converted  into  ash- 
closets,  wliich  is  the  largest  number  of  conversions  accomplished  in 
any  one  year  in  tliis  district.  The  Council  have  also  ]-esolved  to 
])ut  into  force  vSection  39  (2)  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1907,  which  empowers  them  to  require  the  }»rovision  of  water- 
closets  in  certain  cases,  the  Council  paying  half  of  the  cost  of  the 
conversion. 

Streets. — Ten  streets  in  the  townsliip  of  Cliilton  and  9 in  the 
township  of  Ferryhill  have  been  made  up  during  the  year.  Dr. 
llunton  hopes  that  during  the  coming  year  greater  progress  still 
will  be  made,  and  that  the  work  will  not  be  confined  to  au}^  one 
district. 

Nuisances. — Thirteen  statutory  and  804  informal  notices  were 
served  ; 607  nuisances  were  abated,  including  60'  dwelling-houses  in 
which  there  were  structural  defects  and  17  defectively  paved  yards. 
Eight  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with. 

Common  Lodging  Ilou.^es. — None. 

Dairies,  Cowsleds  and  Mllhshops. — 141  notices  were  served  to 
abate  nuisances  oi^  remedy  defects  in  connection  with  these  places. 
Tile  various  cowsheds  and  dairies  are  frequently  visited.  The  num- 
ber of  registered  cowkeepers  and  particulars  with  respect  to  tiie 
character  of  the  dwellings  are  not  mentioned, 
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Slaughter-houses. — 2 iioticoK  were  sei’ved  to  abate  nuisances  in 
connection  with  slaughter-'lionses,  otherwise  no  mention  is  made  under 
this  heading. 

Inspection  of  Food — -The  Inspector’s  summary  shows  that  4 
shoulders,  2 lower  pieces  and  4 legs  of  mutton  were  condemned  as 
unfit  for  food.  The  character  of  the  food  sold  in  the  district  is  not 
commented  on. 

Factories  and,  Workshops. — There  are  GO  registered  workshops;  to 
these  138  inspections  were  made,  and  2 notices  served  to  remedy 
minor  defects.  The  condition  of  the  bakehouses  (if  any)  is  not 
mentioned. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — The  provision  of  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

2.  — The  making  up  of  the  liack  streets  throughout  the  district. 

3.  — Better  arrangements  for  scavenging  the  district  than  at 
[U'esent  obtains. 

4. — -The  |)rovision  of  a wholesome  and  plentiful  su])]>ly  of  water 
for  Trimdon. 


SOUTH  SHIELDS  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
W.  Armstrong,  L.R.C.P,,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics.  I Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 


191. S. 

1912. 

1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

16.463 

15,368 

Total  notifications 

212 

123 

Birth-rate 

24-05 

24-20 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-i  ate  (Crude)  .. 

11-72 

11-71 

Scarlet  fever 

162 

63 

Death-rate  (Standardized ) 

12-0-2 

— 

Diphtheria 

8 

11 

Zymotic  death-rate  .. 

1-64 

1-17 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

6 

6 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

0-32 

0-32 

Puerperal  fever 

2 

1 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0-85 

0-91 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

100 

64 

Respiratory’  diseases  death- 

Measles  . . 

(2) 

(8) 

rate  . . 

1-76 

2-41 

Whooping  cough 

(4) 

(7) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Diarrhma  and  Enteritis 

births  

139 

97 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(12) 

(2) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Sujiphj. — The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company,  but  some  of  tfie  dairy  faians  are 
without  a proper  sup|)ly,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  reipiire- 
PHmts  in  this  respect  should  be  enforceil. 


SeiCerage. — Plans  and  speciticatinns  of  two  schemes  for  the 
drainage  of  certain  areas  in  this  district  were  submitted  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  during  the  year.  One  provides  for  the  exten- 
sion eastwards  of  the  sewers  of  East  and  West  Boldon  and  the  pro- 
vision of  an  outfall  in  the  sea  near  the  Bents,  Whitburn,  and  the 
other  foi’  the  drainage  of  the  Boldon  Colliery  to  an  outfall  in  the 
Tyne  near  Jarrow.  The  schemes  have  been  sanctioned  and  tenders 
for  carrying  out  the  work  are  being  obtained.  At  the  present  time 
the  sewage  of  these  places  discharges  into  the  outfall  which  *will  in 
future  be  used  exclusively  for  the  drainage  of  Boldon  Colliery. 

Scavenging. — Scavenging  is  done  by  contract,  and  on  the  whole 
it  is  Avell  done,  but  59  notices  for  neglect  were  served  on  the  con- 
tractors. 

Housing. — (a)  Ncav  Houses  : 62  were  erected  and  35  occupied. 
“ Although  there  is  a great  demand  for  houses,  especially  in  the 
“ colliery  districts,’’  writes  Dr.  Armstrong,  “ there  is  no  great  need 
‘‘  for  any  further  steps  to  be  taken  to  provide  the  same.”  (h)  Insani- 
tary Property:  In  com})liance  Avith  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Toavii 
Planning,  Etc.,.  Act,  1909,  and  the  regulations  made  thereunder, 
224  houses  Avere  insjjected,  34  Avere  considered  unht  for  human 
habitation.  Bepresentations  Avere  made  AA'ith  respect  to  2 houses  and 
1 Avas  closed.  The  number  of  dAvelling-houses  in  Avhich  the  defects 
Avere  remedied  Avithoiit  the  making  of  closing  orders  was  97,  and  in 
one  case  the  house  Avas  made  habitable  after  the  order  was  made. 
The  nature  of  the  defects  found  is  not  mven  nor  is  there  anv  infer- 

O 4/ 

mation  respecting  the  housing  conditions  and  general  sanitary  cir- 
cumstances of  the  various  parishes  comprised  in  the  district. 


Streets. — Three  streets  at  Cleadon,  1 at  East  Boldon  and  1 at 
Warsden  Colliery  have  been  made  up  and  are  iioav  in  a sanitary 
condition,  and  the  folio Aving  streets  referred  to  in  Dr.  Armstrong’s 
last  annual  rej)ort  require  similar  treatment : — ^Marsden  Bead, 
Cleadon;  Bede  Estate,  Whitburn;  behind  North  Guards,  Whitburn; 
back  and  front  of  Whitburn  Terrace,  East  Boldon;  front  of  Ferndale 
AAmnue,  East  Boldon;  the  .sti'eet  at  the  back  of  Station  Bead  and 
shops.  East  Boldon  ; C'ross  Street  and  Bede  Teri'ace,  East  Boldon, 
and  the  streets  behind  Laburnum  Terrace,  East  Boldon. 


177 


Nuisances. — nuisancefs  were  abated,  and  these  included 
nuisances  arising  fiom  structural  defects  in  houses  (25),  defective 
yard  paving  (25),  and  defective  sanitary  conveniences  (54:).  The 
number  of  ashpit-privies  in  the  district  is  172,  ash-closets  2,62G, 
and  water-closets  946. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — None. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and,  Milkshops. — All  the  dailies  and  cowsheds 
(the  number  is  not  given)  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  all  are 
stated  to  be  kepit  in  good  condition.  At  West  Boldon  a new  model 
dairy  has  been  built  and  another  farm  in  the  same  parish  has  been 
re-drained.  At  Gleadon  the  cowsheds  are  being  remodelled,  and  at 
East  Boldon  a farm  has  been  repaired  and  is  now  in  a good  sanitary 
condition.  Two  farms,  one  at  East  Boldon  and  the  other  at  Hed- 
worth,  are  without  a proper  water  su])ply.  A closing  order  was 
made  against  one  farm. 

Slaughfer-houses. — There  are  14  ; there  are  no  particulars  given 

as  to  their  sanitary  and  structural  condition. 

%/ 

Food  Inspection . — The  carcase  of  a l)ullock  found  to  be  tuber- 
culous was  surrendered  and  destroved. 


0 if e n sire  Trad es . — None . 

Factories  and  Workshops.- — -There  are  35  factories  and  work- 
shops; to  these  113  inspections  were  made,  and  14  nuisances  found 
and  remedied. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Public  urinals  at  Boldon  Colliery  and  Whitburn 

2.  — Increased  accommodation  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

3.  — Sti’eet  Paving. 

4.  — A wholesome  water  sup])ly  to  some  of  the  outlying  farms. 
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STOCKTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

J.  W.  Blandford,  L R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1013. 

1912. 

1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population 

17,555 

17,475 

Total  notifications 

148 

144 

Birth-rate 

25-52 

26-15 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  (Crude)  .. 

14-07 

11-61 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

80 

89 

Death-rate  (Standardized).. 

14-03 

— 

Diphtheria 

23 

32 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1-54 

0-57 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

8 

9 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

0-57 

0-68 

Puerperal fever 

1 

1 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0-74 

1-37 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

38 

61 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles 

(10) 

(4) 

rate  . . 

2-27 

0-74 

Whooping  cough 

(4) 

(1) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Diarrhtea  and  Enteritis 

births  

134 

74 

(under  2 years)  .. 

(5) 

(3 

Genebal  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply — All  tlie  ])opiiloiis  and  some  of  the  more  sparsely 
populated  parts  of  the  district  are  served  by  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board,  while  other  parts  obtain  their  supply  from  public  or  private 
wells.  The  water  has  been  plentiful  and  is  good  in  quality. 

Seioerage. — The  sewers  have  acted  well  except  at  Newton  Bewley, 
which  has  since  been  remedied,  but  the  sewage  disposal  works  at 
Carlton  Iron  Works  have  not  l)een  entirelv  satisfactorv,  necessitating 
the  provision  of  a new  sysfem  of  tanks.  lm])rovements  have  also 
been  carried  out  to  the  works  at  Wolviston  which  have  also  given 
trouble,  and  a new  })uritication  plant  will  shortly  be  installed.  The 
question  of  providing  a water-carriage  system  for  Ilaverton  Hill  has 
been  suggested,  l3ut  hei'e  the  operations  of  the  salt  workings  are 
causing  serious  subsidences,  resulting  in  distortion,  breaking  and 
lowering  of  the  levels  of  the  sewers  and  house  drains  : under  such 
circumstances  the  general  adoption  of  the  watei'-carriage  system, 
Dr.  Blandford  points  out,  is  a matter  for  serious  consideration.  At 
Whitton,  new  tanks  have  been  made  and  improvements  in  the 
irrigation  effected,  and  it  is  ex]>ected,  provided  sufficient  attention 
is  given  to  the  woi-ks,  that  they  will  give  a good  effluent.  At  Bih 
lingham  station  a new  sewer  is  required  for  the  })roperty  in  its 
vicinity. 

Scavenging. — Public  scavenging  is  undei’taken  at  Billingham, 
Ilaverton  Hill,  Whitton,  Fhiglescliffe,  Ibutburn,  Preston  and  Port 
Clarence.  Ash-closets  are  chiefly  in  use,  and  the  scavenging,  which 
is  done  fortnightly,  is  cai'i'ied  out  satisfactorily;  the  refuse  is  dis- 
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posed  of  to  farmers.  iVt  llavertoii  Hill  greater  care  is  necessary 
in  the  cleansing  of  the  streets  after  the  emptying  of  the  closets.  At 
Cowpen  the  scavenging  is  done  by  the  inhabitants. 

Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  16  houses  were  erected;  they  have 
since  been  occupied,  (h)  Insanitary  Property : In  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Inspection  of  District  Regulations 
319  houses  were  inspected,  at  Haverton  Hill  187,  Port  Clarence 
120,  Whitton  village  12;  of  these  26  at  Haverton  Hill  were  con- 
sidered unht  for  human  habitation,  and  closing  orders  were  made. 
The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  defective,  and  otlier  particulars 
required  by  Article  5 of  the  Housing  Regulations,  are  not  given,  but 
it  is  stated  that  with  the  exception  of  three  houses  in  Elm  Street, 
which  are  permanently  closed,  the  owners  have  agreed  to  carry  out 
the  necessary  improvements.  The  houses  liei'e  have  been  affected 
by  subsidence,  and  the  defects  include  broken  floors,  yard  paving, 
cracked  and  broken  walls,  doors,  windows  and  drains.  In  this 
district  a number  of  houses  are  about  to  be  erected.  Plans  have 
been  passed  for  37,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  erecting  of  otlier 
houses  will  follow.  As  the  new  houses  ^ire  ready,  the  back-to-back 
houses  at  Port  Clarence,  where  there  are  100,  will  be  closed  and  the 
occupants  transferred.  Eor  the  repairs  of  houses  and  the  ]»rovision 
of  ash-closets  notices  have  been  served  on  the  owners  of  cottages  at 
Whitton  village  and  Whitton  Bank. 

8'trecfs. — Some  of  the  new  streets  which  have  been  taken  over 
by  the  Council  are  not  kept  as  clean  and  as  tidy  as  they  might  be. 

Nuisances. — 424  nuisances  were  abated  and  included  nuisances 
arising  from  structural  defects  in  houses  (59),  defectively  paved 
yards  (53),  and  nuisances  arising  from  ashpits  and  privies  132.  No 
ashpit-privies  were  converted,  into  ash-closets,  but  10'  water-closets 
were  provided  in  place  of  other  forms  of  conveniences. 

Dairies,  (JouK^Jicds  and  iMUksJtops. — The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are 
regularly  ins])ected ; there  ai'e  iiow  34  on  tlie  register.  The  cow- 
sheds and  the  milk  \’essels  are  kejit  fairly  clean  and  satisfactory. 
Twentv-three  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances. 
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S'laughter-houses — There  are  now  C regifstered  slaugliter-liouises ) 
they  are  ins])ected  regularly  and  are  mostly  kept  clean  and  satis- 
factory. 

Food  Inspection — -The  quality  of  the  meat  and  provisions  sold 
in  the  district  is  not  referred  to.  No  seizures  of  unwholesome  food 
w^ere  made. 

Factories  and  Workshops. —There  are  now  9 workshops  and  these 
were  inspected;  where  defects  w^ere  found  they  were  remedied. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — For  the  pi'operty  at  Billingham  Station,  the  provision  of  a 
new  sewer. 

2.  — ^Greater  care  in  the  cleansing  of  the  streets. 


SUNDERLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Robert  Stobo,  M.B.,  B Hy.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 


1913. 

1912. 

Estimated  Population 

30,641 

29,898 

Birth-rate 

29-85 

29-73 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

16-18 

13-17 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

16-53 

— 

Zymotic  death-rate . . 

2-70 

0-70 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-84 

1-17 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-24 

1-70 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

rate 

2-41 

2-44 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

! 

1,000  births 

151 

100  1 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  arid  {Deaths). 


1913. 

1912. 

Total  notifications 

544 

351 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

340 

137 

Diphtheria 

64 

100 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

12 

20 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

110 

81 

Measles  . . 

(26) 

(2) 

Whooping  cough 

(5) 

(5) 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(32) 

(6) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — The  district  throughout  is  supplied  by  the 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company,  and  the  water  is  laid 
on  to  each  house,  with  the  exception  of  certain  houses'  at  Ryhope 
Colliery.  The  dairy  farms  are  all  supplied  from  the  same  source. 

Sewerage. — The  system  of  sewerage  in  several  streets  in  the 
village  of  Rylio])e,  Ryhope  Colliery,  Tunstall  and  Ncav  Silksworth  is 
defective,  and  plans  for  the  reconstruction  of  tlie  sewers  are  being 
prepared. 
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Scairjujing. — This  work  is  done  by  contract  and  covered  carts 
are  used.  The  scavenging  coniniences  at  8 a.m.  during  the  months 
of  JanuaiT  and  December,  7 a.m.  duriim  T’el>ruarv  and  November, 
G a.m.  during  March  and  October,  5 a.m.  during  April  and  Se})tem- 
ber,  and  T a.m.  during  the  remaining  four  months  of  the  year.  Open 
ashpits  are  required  to  be  emptied  within  the  first  two  hours  of 
scavenging,  and  ash-closets  within  the  first  five,  except  in  January 
and  December,  wlien  no  scavenging  is  done  Itetween  12  noon  and 
2 p.m.  but  one  hour  is  allowed  in  the  afternoon.  Ashbins  may  be 
emptied  at  any  time  convenient  to  the  scavenger. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  23  houses  were  built  and  13  of 
these  were  occupied  during  the  year,  (b)  Insanitary  Property : In 
■compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  (Tnspection  of  Dis- 
trict) Regulations,  625  houses  were  inspected,  122  were  considered 
unht  for  human  habitation,  but  no  representations  were  made  to  the 
local  authority,  no  houses  were  closed,  and  in  none  were  the  defects 
remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders.  The  ins])ections 
were  made  at  Ryhope  (263  houses),  at  Tunstall  (191  houses),  and  at 
Ford  (37  houses).  At  Ryhope  it  is  stated  that  76  out  of  122  insani- 
tary open  ashpit-j»rivies  have  since  the  inspection  been  converted 
into  water-closets,  and  that  others  will  no  doubt  be  altered  shortly ; 
that  notice  has  been  served  on  the  owners  to  remedy  other  defects 
found  on  inspection,  and  that  the  notices  have  been  or  will  be  com- 
plied with;  that  while  some  of  the  houses  inspected  in  1912  were 
scheduled  as  untit  for  human  habitation  it  may  become  necessary 

t/ 

to  do  so  with  certain  houses  situated  in  Ryhope  unless  the  owners  in 
the  meantime  remedy  the  defects.  At  Tunstall,  except  Sealiam 
Street,  all  the  streets  inspected  haye  defectiye  drainage,  the  bed- 
rooms of  the  houses  haye  no  through  yentilation  or  fireplaces,  and  in 
91  out  of  191  houses  the  windows  are  fixed.  Of  the  37  houses 
inspected  at  Ford  10‘  had  insanitary  ashpit-priyies,  3 were  damp  and 
in  3 the  yard  paying  was  defectiye.  With  regard  to  Ryho])e  a 
“committee  has  been  appointed  with  a yiew  to  taking  further  action 
“ under  the  housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.’’  Dr.  Stobo 
estimates  that  130  houses  are  rec^uired  at  Ryhope. 

Nuisances. — 51:5  nuisances  were  al)ated  ; of  these  90  were  with 
respect  to  structural  defects  in  houses,  56  were  in  connection  with 
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defective  viird  paving,  and  13  were  cases  of  overcrowding. 


■ Tlih'ty- 


one  aslipit-privies  were  converted  into  asli-closets,  and  93  into 
water-closets;  tliei’e  are  still  Tod  aslipit-}>i  ivies  in  the  district. 


Co  m m 0 n LocUjing-h o ascs. — N one . 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milhshops. — There  are  34  dairy  farms  in 
the  district,  and  the  number  of  cow'S  489.  The  cowsheds  and  dairies 
are  well  constructed  and  the  milk  business  is  conducted  in  a satis- 
factory manner.  There  are  20'  milkshops  ; they  deal  with  small 
quantities  of  milk,  and  usually  some  other  business  is  oonducted  on 
the  premises. 

The  489  cows  were  examined  by  a veterinary  surgeon,  10  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  some  atfection  of  the  udder,  and  were 
isolated.  Six  at  a subsequent  visit  w'ere  found  to  have  recovered, 
4 were  slaughtered  in  the  meantime,  and  6 are  still  under  observa- 
tion. 

Slaughter-houses. — Xot  mentioned. 


Inspection  of  Food. — Two  carcases  of  tuberculous  cows  were  de- 
stroyed; no  other  reference  is  made  to  this  question  of  food  inspec- 
tion in  the  Medical  Officer’s  report. 

Offensi've  Trades. — None. 


Factories  and  hV orhshops. — There  are  40  registered  workshops  in 
the  district,  including  20'  retail  bakehouses.  One  license  was  granted 
for  an  underground  retail  bakehouse;  6 defects  wore  found  on 
inspection  and  remedied  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  The  name 
of  one  outworker  wos  received. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Improvements  to  the  housing  conditions  at  Ryhope. 

2.  — A.  better  system  of  drainage  for  Ryhope,  Ryhope  Colliery 
New*  SilkswT)rth  and  Tunstall. 

3.  — The  provision  of  liouses  under  Part  111.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Woiking  Classes  Act,  1890,  at  Ryhope. 

4.  — The  laying  on  of  woter  to  certain  house  at  Ryhope  Colliery. 
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\ V E A R D A L E RURAL  D I S 1'  R I C T 
James  Bannerman,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1913. 

1912. 

Infectious  Diseases—  Cases  and 

(Deaths). 
1913.  1912. 

Estimated  Population 

9,651 

9,672 

Total  notifications  . . 

86 

73 

Birth-vate 

19-79 

2-2-23 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  (Crude)  . . 

10-57 

14-17 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

49 

IS 

Death-rate  (Standardized) 

10  14 

— 

Diphtheria 

10 

39 

Zymotic  death-rate.. 

0-41 

0-34 

Fevers  (Enteric,  (fee.) 

1 

4 

Phthisis  death-rate . . 

0-6-2 

0-62 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

0-72 

0-72 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles 

37 

(nil.) 

13 

(nil.) 

rate  

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1-13 

1-35 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(2) 

(nil.) 

1,000  births 

57 

56 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(1) 

(nil.) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply — WoLsiiigliain  derives  its  supply  from  tlie  Wear- 
dale  anel  Coiisett  Water  Company,  and  tlie  following  villages  from 
local  works  which  are  the  property  of  the  District  Council : — Lane- 
head,  Cowshill  and  Burtreeford,  Wearhead,  West  Black  Dene,  Ires- 
hopeburn,  St.  John’s  Chapel,  Daddry  Shield,  Westgate,  Eastgate, 
Bookhope,  Crawleyside,  Edmondbyers,  Erosterley,  Hill  End,  White 
Kirklev  and  Thornlev.  The  village  of  East  Black  Done  was  also 
supplied  with  pure  and  wholesome  water  dining  the  year  under 
review,  and  the  supply  to  Bookhope  was  also  supplemented  by  taking 
in  another  spring. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — The  following  villages  have  a system 
of  drainage  and  means  of  puritication  of  its  sewage,  which  is  by  land 
filtration: — Wolsingham  (special  drainage  district),  Cowshill,  Wear- 
head,  WestBlack  Dene,  Ireshopeburn,  St.  John’s  Chapel,  Westgate, 
Bookhope,  Crawleyside,  Erosterley,  Hill  End,  White  Kirkley  and 
Thornley ; during  the  year  Daddry  Shield  was  also  sewered  and  some 
land  acquired  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage. 

Scavenging  — N ot  menti on ed . 

Housing. — (a)  New  llouses  : 8 have  been  erected  and  2 occupied 
during  the  year,  (b)  Insanitary  Property : In  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Begulations  108 
houses  were  inspected  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  Notices 
affecting  2G  houses  have  been  served  to  carry  out  necessary  improve- 
ments, and  other  houses  found  defective  are  receiving  attention. 
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One  representation  was  made  and  tlie  house  formally  closed.  The 
main  faults  of  the  houses  inspected  were  dampness,  l)ad  pantries  and 
insanitary  closet  accommodation.  Eleyen  ashpit-])riyies  were  con- 
yerted  into  ash-closets  and  10  into  water-closets.  There  are  still 
957  aslipit-})riyies  in  the  district. 

Xuisances — 163  notices  were  served  and  101  nuisances  abated. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Mdkshops. — A good  number  of  the  cow- 
sheds were  ins])ected  during  the  year  and  it  is  stated  that  their  con- 
dition has  vastly  improved  during  the  last  few  years.  At  Rookhope 
a notice  Avas  served  on  the  owner  of  a cowshed  many  months  ago 
requiring  him  to  carry  out  certain  improvements,  but  the  notice  has 
not  yet  been  complied  Avith.  During  1913,  10  notices  to  abate 
nuisances  in  connection  Avith  these  places  Avere  seiwed,  but  the  in- 
spector’s summary  sIioaa’s  that  only  one  had  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
been  attended  to.  There  are  no  milkshops;  the  number  of  dairy 
farms  in  the  district  is  not  given. 

Slaughter-ltouses. — Six  slaughter-houses  Avere  visited  during  the 
year,  and  the  attention  of  the  OAvners  called  to  any  defects  requiring 
remedying.  The  report  does  not  state  AA’h ether  the  slaughter-houses 
are  registered. 

Fnspeefion  of  Food. — Not  mentioned,  but  no  unAA'holesome  food 
AA'as  seized  during  the  year. 

C7  V 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  no  nuisances  or  unhealthy 
conditions  at  the  quarries  AA’here  most  of  the  men  are  employed; 
there  are  no  public  bakehouses. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 


ISione  mentioned. 
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PORT  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


HARTLEPOOL  PORT. 

S.  Biggart,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Hospital. — The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  hospital' for 
treatment  was  229.  In  no  other  year  since  the  Hospital  has  been 
opened  have  so  many  patients  been  admitted,  the  next  largest 
occini'ing  during  the  small} )ox  ejhdemic  years  of  1885  and  190v3, 
when  on  each  occasion  there  were  185  admissions.  The  number  of 
cases  and  the  nature  of  illness  are  liere  given: — Scarlet  fever  219, 
diphtheria  6,  enteric  fever  4.  Of  these  219  came  from  West  Hart- 
le}3ool,  9 from  llartle})ool,  and  1 fi'om  the  workhouse.  There  were 
2 deaths  from  enteric  fever  and  1 each  from  scarlet  fever  and  dijih- 
theria.  It  is  stated  that  the  hosjhtal  accommodation  is  sufficient 
for  the  needs  of  the  distiict. 


Sicliuess  on  Board. — Ten  diseases  repoiied  as  having  occurred  on 
the  voyage  on.  lioard  were : — Influenza,  (5  cases),  venereal  disease  (5), 
})leurisy  (2),  and  oiie  each  were  cases  of  sus|)ected  cholera,  sus}>ected 
small})OX,  dysentery,  injury,  heart  disease,  insanity  and  Iroils.  Five 
cases  were  }3aid  off,  13  were  treated  on  board,  1 case  was  removed  to 
I tartle|:)Ool  llosijital,  1 to  the  Workhouse  lIos})ital. 

Vessels  inspected  hy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  account  of  thick- 
ness on  Board  (20),  unsound  food  (8),  sanitary  defects  (6),  re-visits  (G), 
making  a total  of  40'.  The  Sanitary  Ins}:)ector  also  made  1,554 
visits,  of  which  1,086  were  foreign  and  468  coastwise.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  these  vessels  is  recorded  as  good  1,414,  bad  140.  Of 
the  vessels  K>  % of  the  foreign  and  T‘6  % of  the  British  were  found 
to  have  sanitary  defects. 


Imspection  of  Food.- — 248  chips  of  mildewed  red  and  black  cur- 
rants, weighing  aj.gjroximately  1,488  tons,  were  surrendered  and 
destroyed,  and  100'  barrels  of  })T'unes,  weighing  ap})roximately  5 tons, 
were  seized  and  <lestroyed  under  a,  magisti-ate’s  order.  The  food 
imported  coastwise  w<is  of  uniformly  good  quality. 


18G 


RIVER  TYNE  PORT. 


W.  Edmund  Marker,  M.D.,  D.Hy.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Hospital. — The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Floating 
Hospital  for  treatment  was  41,  as  against  8 in  the  previous  year; 
one  case  arriving  at  the  port  was  also  admitted  to  the  hospital  of 
the  Jarrow  Corporation.  Four  were  cases  of  enteric  fever,  11  were 
suspected  of  this  disease,  1 was  a suspected  caes  of  diphtheria,  8 cases 
of  malaria,  and  4 cases  of  measles,  10'  cases  of  beri  beri,  while  two 
suffered  from  enlarged  glands  and  1 from  tonsilitis. 


Sicl'ne.^s  on  Shiphoanl — Tlie  following  cases  were  reported  as 
having  occurred  on  the  voyage  or  on  or  after  arrival : — 


On  the 
voyage. 


Malaria  41  

Smallpox  01-  suspected  smallj^ox  ...  2 

Suspected  cholera  1 

Typhus  2 

Enteric  fever  13  

Diphtheria  — 

Ileri  beri  1 

Measles  — - 

Chicken  jiox  1 

Dvsenterv  10  

t/"  K 

Diarrlicea,  choleraic  diarrlintui  and 

sus{)icious  cases  4 

75 

N. . 

Influenza  14 


On  or  after 
. arrival. 

...  10 


15 

1 

11 

4 


9 

50 


From  other  causes  591  cases,  including  143  accidents  and  7G 
cases  of  syphilis  Avere  re])orted  as  having  occurred  during  the  voy- 
age, or  Avei'e  ])rought  to  tlie  notice  of  the  Tyne  Port  officials.  There 
wei’e  33  deaths,  and  tliese  Avere  assigned  to  the  folloAving  causes: — 
Accident  14,  heart  disease  5,  malaria  and  pleurisy  3 eacli,  rupture, 
dysentery,  enteric  fever,  })neumonia  and  insanity  1 each,  and  in  3 
the  cause  Avas  undefined. 
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Vessels  hoarded  hy  the  Mediced  Officer  of  Jlealfh. — On  account  of 
reported  or  suspected  sickness  on  l)oard,  57  vessels  were  visited  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  nature  of  illness  and  the  reason 
for  visiting  are  thus  recorded: — N on-infectious  12,  suspected  enteric 
fever  10,  rheumatism  4,  influenza  3,  measles  3,  tonsilitis,  quinsey  and 
septic  sore  throat  3,  enlarged  glands  and  fever  2,  and  one  each  on 
account  of  enteric  fever,  nephritis,  diphtheria,  chicken-pox,  dysen- 
tery, accident,  abscess  of  the  liver,  colic,  jaundice,  dyspepsia,  syphilis, 
debility,  small-pox,  malaria,  l)ei'i-beri,  and  on  two  occasions  to 
examine  transmigrants  and  j)assengers.  On  October  10th,  a vessel 
was  also  boarded  on  arrival  on  account  of  information  from  the  Port 
Medical  Officer  at  Hamburg,  that  TOO  rats  had  been  found  after  the 
vessel  had  Ijeen  fumigated,  and  that  a number  of  ]'ats  were  found 
on  bacteriological  examination  to  have  been  infected  with  plague. 

Vessels  from  Infected  Forts. — The  numl)er  of  vessels  boarded  ])V 

V 

the  officers  of  the  Poi-t  Sanitary  Authority  on  account  of  having 
come  directly  or  otherwise  from  foreign  ports  infected  or  sus])ected 
to  be  infected  witli  cholera,  yellow  fevei',  [Tague  or  smallpox  was 
522  ; of  these  13  came  direct  to  the  Tyne. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  number  of  vessels  arriving  at  the 
port  was  12,927,  viz.  : — Foreign  1,760,  home  trade  4,315,  coast- 
wise 6,852,  and  the  numl)er  inspected  11,139,  of  which  1,726  were 
foreign,  4,227  home  trade,  and  5,186  coastwise  vessels.  The  sani- 
tary condition  of  the  vessels  is  described  as  “good’’  10,371,  struc- 
turally defective  372,  in  a dirty  condition  396.  The  structural 
defects  are  summarized  as  follows: — Insufficient  ventilation  (18)  and 
lighting  (3),  defective  forecastle  Hooiing  (3),  water-closets  (14), 
drainage  (28),  bulkheads  (11),  stoves  (22),  chain  casing  (12)  and  side 
scuttles  (152),  leaky  forecastle  decks  (91),  and  unlined  iron  decks 
(7).  Notice  was  also  given  to  remove  paints  from  the  bow  lockers 
in  11  cases.  All  the  defects  were  remedie<l. 


Water  Supply. — The  water-boats,  of  which  there  are  18,  were 
inspected  an<l  the  tanks  found  to  l)e  in  good  order.  In  40  cases  then 
drinking  water  of  shi])s  was  changed  and  the  tanks  puriherl. 
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Di.'^infccfioi-i. — Fifteen  veissels  and  several  lots  of  elotlilng  were 
disinfected;  old  beds  were  burnt  and  2 lots  of  elotliing  destroyed. 


Emigrants. — •1:,8.j2  emigrants,  as  against  4,187  in  1912,  passed 
tliroiigli  the  port  en  I'onte  to  America  ; all  Avere  well  before  leaving 
the  Tyne.  In  every  case  the  emigrant  vessels  were  visited  l^y  the 
sanitary  officials,  and  kept  under  their  supervision  whilst  in  port. 
Information  with  respect  to  emigrants  proceeding  from  the  Tyne 
to  other  British  ports  was  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  several  poits. 

Inspect ioti  of  Food. — The  foodstuffs  arriving  at  the  Tyne  Dock 
consisted  of: — Wheat,  51,871  tons;  condensed  milk,  3,800  cases; 
margarine,  2G1  cases;  butter,  24  kegs;  jam,  30'  cases;  herrings, 
682  cases;  cheese,  836  boxes,  and  fruit,  824  baskets;  arriving  at  the 
Albert  Edward  dock  were: — Wheat,  18,200'  tons;  arriving  at  the 
wharf  of  the  Dunston  Flour  Mills,  56,674  tons  of  wheat,  and  at  the 
Mill  Dam  Wharf,  South  Shields,  14  cargoes  of  potatoes.  With  the 
exception  of  2,400  bags  of  wheat  all  the  consignments  were  found  in 
good  condition.  The  fish  landed  at  the  Fish  Quay,  North  Shields, 
with  one  exce])tion,  was  found  to  be  goocb  in  quality,  viz.,  a cargo 
of  2,228  boxes  of  herrings  ; these  were  condemned  and  sent  to  the 
Fish  Maiiiire  Factory.  The  cargoes  specially  inspected  included  6 
consignments  of  onions,  133  of  wheat,  1,138  of  fish,  28  of  potatoes, 
and  70  of  fruit,  making  a total  of  1,375. 
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NOTE: — There  was  only  one  death  from  Smallpox  during  the  year — in  April. 


DIPHTHERIA 


AND 

CROUP. 


FEVERS 
(Enteric  and 
Continued) - 


SCARLET 

FEVER. 


- ^ 


- 


r « 


: 


i 


r 


1 


1 


4 


TABLE  AI. 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Urban  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


URRAN  DISTniCTS. 

Deaths  at 

Subjoined  ages. 

Deaths  prom  Subjoined  Causes. 

Aball 

ilgPS. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

anti 

nmler 

and 

under 
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and 

under 

15. 

15 

and 

under 

25. 
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Congenital 

Debility  und 

Vlalforuiation, 

ncluding  Pre- 

mature Birth. 

iulent  Deaths 

excluding 

Suicide. 
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y 

X 

-0 

e 

■a  5 

■SQ 

7i  ® 

i| 

Darlington  

808 

144 

30 

49 

30 

41 

103 

177 

234 

1 

9 

7 

6 

12 

19 

1 

56 

17 

16 

65 

6 

5 

61 

55 

40 

7 

36 

3 

9 

2 

21 

3 

2 

70 

24 

7 

2.32 

16 

Durham  

287 

64 

2,S 

5 

17 

6 

42 

61 

79 

o 

2 

2 

15 

1 

4 

18 

8 

26 

29 

23 

17 

2 

1 

5 

8 

3 

19 

11 

8b 

5 

Hartlepool  

393 

94 

40 

39 

17 

21 

50 

66 

66 

26 

9- 

1 

2 

1 

15 

6 

8 

19 

I 

5 

41 

29 

41 

1 

19 

2 

2 

8 

1 

4 

40 

13 

2 

53 

44 

Jarrow  

587 

134 

39 

34 

32 

25 

71 

126 

126 

1 

5 

1 

1 

5 

6 

1 

53 

4 

n 

33 

1 * 

14 

44 

45 

83 

3 

32 

3 

1 

4 

1 1 

5 

54 

15 

5 

lot 

46 

Stockton  

954 

•233 

75 

.57 

38 

47 

114 

186 

204 

5 

38 

7 

21 

2 

5 

1 

86 

14 

23 

46 

6 

7 

86 

89 

105 

5 

40 

0 

5 

2 

22 

5 

3 

91 

25 

9 

184 

20 

Annfield  Plain  

273 

78 

34 

20 

8 

16 

25 

48 

44 

1 

10 

2 

6 

9 

2 

14 

6 

13 

11 

2 

4 

•20 

23 

7 

15 

18 

3 

33 

10 

2 

30 

32 

Barnard  Castle  

72 

14 

5 

3 

8 

14 

28 

7 

1 

1 

9 

16 

7 

6 

3 

1 

5 

4 

12 

Bentieldside  

122 

25 

9 

10 

8 

4 

11 

22 

33 

1 

12 

1 

1 

3 

7 

5 

2 

18 

4 

11 

3 

1 

1 

4 

4 

43 

1 

Bishop  Auckland  ... 

220 

51 

6 

10 

8 

10 

17 

58 

60 

1 

... 

1 

5 

8 

13 

2 

5 

16 

1 

1 

20 

20 

12 

14 

1 

10 

1 

24 

7 

4 

29 

25 

Blaydon  

440 

162 

8 

68 

20 

18 

33 

64 

67 

1 

13 

1 

4 

4 

1 

IS 

6 

8 

15 

7 

32 

31 

48 

5 

40 

2 

2 

13 

11 

55 

12 

2 

86 

23 

Brandon  k Byshottles 

293 

76 

32 

34 

34 

14 

21 

43 

39 

3 

1 

18 

2 

21 

2 

9 

2 

7 

11 

1 

6 

24 

17 

42 

2 

26 

1 

9 

3 

32 

2 

1 ' 

37 

14 

Cliester-le-Street  . . . 

179 

47 

11 

8 

15 

9 

24 

23 

42 

6 

2 

o 

4 

9 

3 

6 

17 

3 

10 

10 

15 

9 

6 

1 

1 

21 

7 

46 

1 

Consett  

194 

51 

19 

7 

4 

5 

27 

40 

41 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

0 

3 

7 

3 

4 

12 

20 

17 

3 

13 

1 

5 

2 

1 

18 

4 

55 

Crook  

194 

oi 

13 

10 

8 

10 

27 

38 

37 

1 

4 

3 

1 

3 

0 

9 

1 

4 

12 

3 

3 

17 

11 

24 

10 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

24 

4 

1 

44 

Felling  

330 

98 

20 

19 

19 

19 

25 

68 

72 

1 

4 

1 

5 

2 

1 

22 

6 

28 

16 

2 

7 

29 

25 

31 

17 

1 

9 

2 

45 

7 

1 

36 

32 

Hebburn  

309 

98 

25 

19 

14 

23 

38 

50 

42 

2 

7 

1 

3 

4 

3 

25 

9 

11 

13 

2 

26 

23 

31 

2 

21 

1 

7 

2 

43 

18 

3 

62 

2 

Hetton-le-Hole  

294 

92 

36 

12 

8 

17 

28 

50 

51 

2 

14 

o 

1 

7 

2 

17 

4 

14 

10 

1 

4 

25 

10 

36 

5 

12 

1 

5 

2 

65 

13 

50 

2 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

174 

50 

20 

S 

7 

9 

14 

33 

33 

2 

4 

i 

2 

2 

6 

1 

11 

2 

20 

9 

21 

1 

22 

3 

4 

11 

18 

34 

Leadgate  

92 

16 

15 

6 

4 

6 

11 

19 

15 

S 

2 

1 

5 

2 

5 

2 

8 

8 

7 

S 

2 

5 

3 

26 

Ryton  

168 

40 

11 

13 

12 

11 

24 

28 

29 

1 

5 

2 

1 

2 

1 

13 

5 

8 

7 

1 

13 

11 

18 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

23 

7 

1 

29 

8 

Seaham  Harbour  ... 

286 

101 

28 

20 

8 

li 

28 

44 

46 

1 

14 

1 

4 

2 

2 

12 

3 

8 

8 

1 

28 

14 

37 

21 

1 

1 

42 

7 

2 

77 

Sliildon  

206 

62 

16 

7 

10 

6 

22 

34 

49 

1 

2 

3 

14 

2 

6 

9 

2 

22 

26 

s 

19 

1 

2 

3 

24 

4 

27 

26 

Southwick-on-Wear. 

245 

82 

24 

13 

11 

16 

23 

32 

44 

1 

1 

1 

14 

3 

5 

10 

7 

15 

18 

25 

3 

31 

1 

7 

2 

21 

10 

2 

68 

Spennyraoor  

265 

96 

23 

15 

5 

11 

22 

42 

51 

10 

3 

3 

11 

2 

7 

9 

1 

3 

12 

18 

18 

2 

.32 

2 

to 

3 

40 

7 

64 

18 

Stanhope  

32 

3 

1 

1 

15 

12 

1 

1 

11 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

8 

1 

Stanley  

386 

141 

45 

27 

g 

17 

43 

53 

51 

3 

7 

6 

6 

4 

20 

4 

20 

12 

1 

10 

23 

18 

37 

3 

30 

2 

2 

12 

4 

64 

11 

1 

63 

23 

Tanfield  

136 

39 

12 

2 

10 

3 

16 

24 

30 

2 

3 

2 

1 

7 

2 

8 

12 

9 

21 

13 

1 

4 

14 

4 

•27 

6 

Tow  Law  

53 

12 

2 

3 

3 

2 

11 

20 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

o 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

6 

4 

2 

19 

Whickham  

•267 

85 

18 

9 

9 

11 

33 

43 

59 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

20 

1 

7 

15 

16 

23 

23 

6 

19 

1 

3 

7 

4 

3 

43 

6 

2 

34 

23 

Willington  

109 

33 

10 

4 

6 

1 

8 

15 

32 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

19 

3 

3 

9 

1 

1 

14 

2 

1 

36 

5 

Total 

8368 

2262 

644 

529 

376 

393 

. 

911 

1517 

1736 

•23  I 

206 

60 

100  j 

103 

T2 

9 

507 

114 

236 

412 

35 

104 

692 

625 

796 

68 

642 

22 

38 

21 

207 

16 

62 

940 

257 

47 

1677j 

373 

The  differenoB  between  the  total  deaths  iu  some  districts  in  this  Table  and  the  figures  given  m Table  A.  is  due  to  the  incorapleteneso  of  the  statistics  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  district  Medical 
Officers  of  Health.  In  a few  instances  the  deaths  and  ages  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  were  not  included  ae  they  should  be  in  L.G.B.  Table  HI. 


TABLE  B. 

'I'able  giving  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  &c.,  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

Population 

1913 

(Estimated). 

Births, 

Deaths. 

Birth-rate 

Death- 

rate, 

Zymotic 

death- 

rate, 

Infant 

Mortality 

rate 

per  1000 
Births. 

Phthisis 

death- 

rate. 

Total 

Tubercu- 

losis 

death- 

rate. 

Lung 

Disea.se.s 

death- 

rate. 

Numlier 

of 

Cases 

Notified. 

Hn.spital 

accommo 

dation? 

Number 
of  cases 
removed 
to 

linspital. 

Percent- 
age of 
Notified 
Cases 
removed 
to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

occurring 

witiiin 

District, 

excluded 

Deatlis 
occurring 
outside 
District, 
included  - 

Auckland  

J.  F.  Macdonald,  M.D.,  D.P.H... 

57334 

59997 

1811 

929 

30-18 

16-48 

1-76 

140 

0-77 

1-25 

2-91 

679 

Yes. 

316 

46-5 

11 

53 

Barnard  Castle  

James  C.  Neligau,  L.R.C.S. 

79961 

11889 

305 

203 

25'65 

17-07 

1*43 

124 

0*76 

092 

1-18 

94 

Ye». 

34 

36-2 

1 

15 

Chester-le-Street  . . . 

J.  Taylor,  M.D..  D.P.H 

32109 

66648 

2170 

945 

32-54 

14-17 

1*97 

136 

0*76 

1*56 

201 

603 

Yes.* 

155 

25-7 

12 

77 

Darlington  

Robert  H.  Meikle,  M.B 

42019 

10914 

265 

178 

24-28 

16-31 

0-46 

98 

1-74 

1*92 

1-83 

70 

Yes.f 

19 

27-1 

2 

14 

Durham  

A.  T.  Harrison,  L.S.A 

30871 

31725 

1022 

526 

32-21 

16-58 

195 

136 

0-54 

1*29 

2-65 

290 

Yes. 

122 

42-1 

10 

38 

Easington  

J.  Arthur,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

37018 

66001 

2341 

1084 

3547 

16-42 

2-65 

150 

0-66 

1*62 

2-51 

742 

Yes. 

100 

13-5 

24 

70 

Hartlepool  

T.  G.  Ainsley,  M.D 

19090 

3015 

61 

23 

20-03 

7-55 

Nil. 

81 

0-66 

1*64 

1-31 

9 

Yes.  t 

Nil. 

0-0 

139 

1 

Houghton  

D.  S.  Park,  P.R.C.S 

13192 

26500 

892 

412 

33-66 

15-55 

2-34 

145 

0-45 

109 

1-80 

294 

Yes. 

50 

18  3 

35 

Lapohester  

T.  Buckham,  M.B.,  B.S., 
B.Hy 

51151 

33526 

1006 

469 

30-01 

1399 

2*39 

143 

0-86 

1-07 

2-86 

365 

Yes. 

262 

71-8 

47 

. 19 

Sedgeheld  

Frederick  Hunton,  M.D 

45006 

35068 

1104 

461 

31-48 

13-15 

1-48 

136 

0*48 

1*02 

105 

373 

Yes. 

174 

464 

183 

20 

South  Shields  

W.  Armstrong,  L.R.C.P 

12073 

16463 

396 

193 

24-05 

11-72 

1-64 

139 

0*32 

0-85 

1-76 

212 

Yes. 

JOO 

47-1 

278 

10 

Stockton  

J.  W.  Blandford,  L.R.C.P.  .. 

34539 

17555 

448 

247 

25-52 

14-07 

1-54 

134 

0-57 

0-74 

2-27 

148 

Yes.-i 

38 

26-7 

9 

26 

Sunderland  

R/obert  Stobo,  M.B.,  B.Hy... 

6980 

30641 

915 

496 

29-85 

16*18 

2*70 

151 

084 

1-24 

2-41 

544 

Yes. 

no 

20-2 

42 

Weardale  

James  Bannerman,  M.B 

97753 

9651 

191 

102 

19-79 

10*57 

0*41 

57 

0-62 

0-72 

1-13 

86 

Yes. 

37 

430 

7 

* On  the  loth  August,  1914,  a Joint  Hospital  Board  was  constituted  for  the  Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts, 
t In  these  districts  arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  fever  patients  may  be  removed  to  the  Hos^htal  in  the  adjoining  Urban  District. 


TABL.B  Bi 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham, 


Deaths  ax  Subjoined  Ages. 


Deaths  hiom  Subjoined  Causes. 


UfRAL  DISTRICTS. 

AtnII 

ayes. 

Under 

1 

Y ear. 

1 

and 

under 

2 

2 

and 

under 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

and 

under 

45 

46 

and 

under 

05 

65 

and 

upw'rds 

1 Knleric  Fever. 

X 

o 

a. 

ri 

7i 

1 Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

.3 

Q 

Inflnenz.a. 

Erysipelas. 

Phthi.sis 

(Pulmonary 

Tuheiculous 

Meningitis. 

other 

Tuberculous 

Diseases.  , 

Cancer, 

Malignant 

Disease. 

Kheunjatic 

Fever. 

a: 

s 

Organic  Heart  i 

Disease. 

Bronchitis. 

.¥77 

3 E 
5a 

a 

V 

s 

Other 

Diseases  of 

Uespiratory 

Oigaus. 

i 

® = 

.2  ® 

C.-C 

= 

0 

0 > 

'C 

< 

2 "S 
X 'is 

I z 
c-  > 

& 

I ® = - 

i;  £ ~ 3 

1 1 II 

Congenital 

Debility  and 

Malforruniion, 

including  Pre- 

mature Birth. 

Violent  Deaths, 

excluding 

Suicide. 

Suicide. 

Other  defined 

Diseases. 

DiseABes 

ill-defined  or 

unknown. 

Auckland  

929 

254 

76 

37 

51 

56 

S3 

155 

217 

3 

14 

9 

13 

13 

24 

4 

46 

9 

20 

41 

7 

9 

65 

112 

63 

10 

63 

2 

3 

1 

23 

14 

91 

27 

3 

229 

11 

Barnard  Caatle  . ... 

204 

38 

12 

7 

4 

14 

18 

52 

59 

7 

1 

7 

1 

6 

9 

2 

11 

4 

21 

10 

4 

4 

1 

3 

3 

1 

3 

17 

4 

2 

77 

6 

Chester-le-Street  . . . 

957 

296 

92 

57 

42 

30 

98 

159 

183 

4 

41 

4 

11 

12 

7 

1 

50 

.7 

37 

40 

3 

12 

70 

56 

78 

6 

66 

4 

28 

1 

5 

149 

45 

8 

140 

62 

Darlington  

178 

28 

o 

1 

1 

6 

28 

33 

79 

1 

2 

2 

1 

19 

I 

1 

15 

2 

15 

9 

11 

1 

2 

2 

2 

15 

3 

4 

68 

0 

Durham  

526 

141 

44 

33 

30 

18 

54 

69 

137 

1 

12 

11 

9 

5 

1 

2 

17 

7 

17 

23 

5 

23 

41 

43 

3 

26 

4 

5 

10 

1 

S 

51 

18 

5 

178 

Easiugton  

1084 

353 

i05 

75 

55 

65 

103 

162 

166 

8 

50 

15 

4 

15 

11 

44 

19 

44 

39 

1 

24 

46 

77 

89 

20 

86 

4 

3 

3 

39 

9 

131 

46 

7 

146 

104 

Hartlepool  

23 

5 

7 

3 

8 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

... 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Houghton  

412 

129 

36 

23 

15 

18 

60 

53 

73 

9 

9 

6 

5 

5 

12 

4 

13 

20 

2 

28 

2. 

27 

3 

31 

0 

4 

9 

13 

71 

21 

5 

91 

l/anohester  

409 

144 

39 

26 

25 

25 

50 

68 

92 

4 

15 

5 

5 

16 

4 

1 

29 

5 

2 

15 

7 

7 

29 

35 

61 

5 

38 

1 

2 

10 

7 

48 

24 

1 

54 

39 

Sedgefield  

461 

150 

46 

29 

20 

22 

53 

69 

72 

7 

11 

3 

5 

1 

1 

17 

4 

15 

21 

2 

22 

37 

37 

2 

27 

1 

1 

2 

12 

5 

73 

28 

4 

87 

36 

South  Shields  

193 

55 

13 

11 

11 

12 

18 

25 

48 

1 

2 

6 

4 

2 

3 

6 

8 

10 

4 

18 

9 

20 

17 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

IS 

6 

50 

Stockton  

247 

60 

13 

11 

10 

17 

24 

40 

72 

2 

10 

2 

4 

4 

1 

10 

3 

19 

2 

2 

20 

10 

30 

2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

32 

6 

62 

22 

Sunderland  

496 

138 

38 

39 

23 

21 

36 

84 

117 

4 

26 

14 

5 

2 

5 

1 

26 

7 

5 

20 

5 

41 

49 

25 

8 

34 

1 

3 

10 

4 

54 

19 

1 

127 

Weardale  

99 

11 

2 

0 

2 

6 

7 

26 

43 

1 

2 

6 

1 

8 

1 

I 

17 

6 

5 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

4 

33 

Total 

6278 

1802 

518 

351 

289 

310 

639 

998 

1371 

36 

194 

85 

72 

82 

68 

11 

293 

77 

167 

283 

27 

73 

417 

472 

497 

66 

397 

17 

32 

6 

154 

5 

77 

761 

251 

40 

lZ3t 

283 

The  difierence  between  the  total  deaths  in  some  districts  in  this  table  and  the  figures  given  in  Table  B,  is  due  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  statistics  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Ofiicers  of  Health. 

In  a few  instances  the  deaths  and  ages  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district  were  not  included  as  they  should  be  in  L.G.B.  Table  III. 
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TABLE  B. 


RllRilL  DISTRICTS. 


Sodgefield  

South  Shields 

Stockton  

Sunderland 
Weardale  


Table  giving  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  &c.,  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Auckland  

Barnard  Castle  •••• 
Chester-le-Street  •• 

Darlington  

Durham  

Easington  

Hartlepool  - 

Houghton  

Lap  Chester  


J.  F.  Macdonald,  M.D.,  D.P-H... 

James  C.  Neligan.  L.R.C.S. 

J.  Taylor,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

Robert  H.  Meikle,  M.B 

A.  T.  Harrison,  L.S.A 

J.  Arthur,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H 

T.  G.  Ainsley,  M.D 

D.  S.  Park,  F.R.C.S 

T.  Buckham,  M.B.,  B.S., 
B.Hy 


Frederick  Hunton,  M.D. 

W.  Armstrong,  L.R.C.P. 

J,  W.  Blandford,  L.R.C.P.  . 
Rx>bert  Stobo,  M.B..  B.Hy... 
James  Bannerman,  M.B.  ... 


Area 

in 

Acres. 

Population 

1913 

Estimated). 

Births, 

Deaths. 

Jirth-rate 

Death- 

rate. 

Zymotic 

deatli- 

rate. 

Infant 

Vlortality- 

rate 

per  lOf'O 
Births. 

Phthisis 

death- 

rate. 

Total 

fubercu- 

losis 

death- 

rate. 

Dung 

Diseases 

death- 

rate. 

Number 

of 

Cases 
NotiHed.  1 

1 

Hospital 

\ccommo- 

dation? 

Number 
of  cases 
removed 
to 

Hospital. 

Percent- 

age of 
Notified 
Caae.s 
removed 
to 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

iccurring 

within 

District, 

excluded. 

Deatli.*; 
iccuning 
outsiiie 
Dislrici . 
ncluded. 

57334 

59997 

1811 

929 

30-18 

16-48 

1-76 

140 

0-77 

1-25 

2-91 

679 

Yes. 

316 

46-5 

il 

53 

79961 

11889 

305 

203 

25-65 

17-07 

T43 

124 

0-76 

0 92 

T18 

94 

Ye«. 

34 

36-2 

1 

15 

32109 

66648 

2170 

945 

32-54 

14-17 

1-97 

136 

0-75 

1-56 

2-01 

603 

Yes.* 

155 

25-7 

12 

77 

42019 

10914 

265 

178 

24-28 

16-31 

0-46 

98 

1 74 

1-92 

1-83 

70 

Yes.+ 

19 

27-1 

2 

14 

30S7I 

31725 

1022 

526 

32-21 

16-58 

1-95 

136 

0-54 

1-29 

2-65 

290 

Ves. 

122 

42-1 

10 

38 

37018 

66001 

2341 

1084 

35-47 

16-42 

2-65 

150 

0-66 

1-62 

2-51 

742 

Yes. 

100 

13-5 

24 

70 

19090 

3015 

61 

23 

20-03 

7-55 

Nil. 

81 

0-66 

T64 

1-31 

9 

Yes.  (■ 

Nil. 

0-0 

139 

I 

13192 

26500 

892 

412 

33-66 

15 -55 

2-34 

145 

0-45 

ro9 

1-80 

294 

Yes. 

56 

18  3 

35 

51151 

33526 

1006 

469 

30  01 

1399 

2-39 

143 

0-86 

1-07 

2-86 

365 

Yes. 

262 

71-8 

47 

. 19 

46006 

35068 

1104 

461 

31-48 

13-15 

1'48 

136 

0-48 

1-02 

T05 

373 

Yes. 

174 

46-4 

1H3 

•20 

12073 

16463 

396 

193 

24-05 

11-72 

1-64 

139 

0-32 

0-S5 

1-76 

212 

Yes. 

100 

47-1 

278 

10 

34539 

17555 

448 

247 

25-52 

14-07 

T54 

134 

0-57 

0-74 

2-27 

148 

Yes.t 

38 

26-7 

9 

26 

6980 

30641 

915 

406 

29-85 

16-18 

2-70 

151 

084 

T24 

2-41 

544 

Yes. 

110 

20-2 

42 

97753 

9651 

191 

102 

19-79 

10-57 

0-41 

57 

0-62 

1 

0-72 

1-13 

86 

1 Yes, 

i 

37 

43-0 

arriX'is  sS'XS' S u,..„ 


TABLB  Bl. 


Table  giving  the  Deaths  at  Certain  Ages  and  from  Certain  Specified  Causes  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  Ages. 


Deaths  hiom  Subjoined  Causes. 


Ul'RAL  DISTRICTS. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1 

and 

under 

and 

under 

5 

and 

under 

15 

15 

and 

under 

25 

and 

under 

45 

45 

and 

under 

(>5 

65 

and 

jpwTds 

il 

a) 

5 

X 

o 

Zu 

1 

T S 

o S 

u 

If 

2 o 

.5 

^ C p 

a 

2 

, 

1 

A 

Vi 

7.  CZi 
= 2 = 

I'll 

£-■ 

a « 

_o  w 

1 i 

r S)g 
ax 
*"■ 

d 

rt 

Organic  Heart  j 

Disease. 

5 

n 

s 

V 

c 

'd  ^ 

• «• 
5 M c 

= « 2 <e 

3.111 

Ca 

® = 

Appendicitis 

and  Typhlitis. 

5 > 

‘0 

s 

.5- 

.s 

< \ 

3 ci 

l-t 

Si 

X 

"c  * £ ^ 

S 1 « -r 
^ ~ c t 

5 d ^ 

iVUi 

5^1 

Bill 

Violent  Deaths, 

excluding 

Siiifiile. 

’0 

'5  ’ 

■f. 

Other  defined 

Diseases. 

0 - 

< c 0 

=>p 

Aucklaod  

929 

254 

76 

37 

51 

56 

S3 

155 

217 

3 

14 

9 

13 

13 

24 

4 

46 

1 

9 

20 

41 

7 

9 

65 

112 

63 

10 

63 

2 

3 

1 

23 

14 

91 

•27 

3 ^ 

!29 

11 

Barnard  Castle  . ... 

204 

38 

12 

7 

4 

14 

18 

52 

59 

7 

1 

7 

1 

6 

9 

2 

11 

4 

21 

10 

4 

4 

1 

3 

3 

3 

17 

4 

2 

77 

6 

Ch©ster-le-Street  . . . 

957 

296 

92 

57 

42 

30 

98 

159 

1S3 

4 

41 

4 

11 

12 

7 

‘ 

50 

17 

37 

40 

3 

12 

70 

56 

78 

6 

66 

4 

28 

1 

5 

149 

45 

8 

40 

62 

Darlington  

ITS 

2S 

2 

1 

1 

6 

28 

33 

79 

I 

0 

2 

1 

19 

1 

1 

15 

2 

15 

9 

11 

1 

0 

2 

2 

15 

3 

4 

68 

0 

Durham  

526 

141 

44 

33 

30 

18 

54 

69 

137 

1 

12 

11 

9 

5 

1 

2 

17 

7 

17 

23 

5 

23 

41 

43 

3 

26 

4 

5 

10 

1 

S 

51 

18 

5 

178 

Easington  

10S4 

353 

105 

75 

55 

65 

103 

162 

166 

8 

50 

15 

4 

15 

11 

44 

19 

44 

39 

1 

24 

46 

77 

89 

20 

86 

4 

3 

3 

39 

9 

131 

46 

7 

146 

104 

Hartlepool  

23 

5 

7 

3 

S 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

1 

Houghton  

412 

129 

36 

23 

15 

18 

60 

53 

7S 

9 

9 

6 

5 

5 

12 

4 

13 

20 

2 

28 

21 

27 

3 

31 

0 

4 

9 

13 

71 

21 

5 

91 

Ijanohester  

409 

144 

39 

26 

25 

25 

50 

68 

92 

4 

15 

5 

5 

16 

4 

1 

29 

5 

2 

15 

7 

7 

29 

35 

61 

5 

38 

1 

0 

10 

7 

48 

24 

1 

54 

39 

Sedgetield  

461 

150 

46 

29 

20 

00 

53 

69 

72 

7 

11 

3 

5 

1 

1 

17 

4 

15 

21 

2 

22 

37 

37 

2 

27 

1 

1 

2 

12 

5 

73 

28 

4 

87 

36 

South  Shields  

193 

55 

13 

11 

11 

12 

18 

25 

48 

1 

2 

6 

4 

2 

3 

6 

8 

10 

4 

18 

9 

•20 

17 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

18 

6 

50 

... 

Stockton  

247 

60 

13 

11 

10 

17 

24 

40 

72 

2 

10 

o 

4 

4 

1 

10 

3 

19 

2 

2 

20 

10 

30 

2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

32 

6 

62 

22 

Sunderland  

496 

138 

38 

39 

23 

21 

36 

84 

117 

4 

26 

14 

5 

2 

5 

1 

26 

7 

5 

20 

5 

41 

40 

25 

8 

34 

1 

3 

10 

4 

54 

19 

1 

1-27 

Weardale  

99 

11 

0 

2 

2 

6 

7 

26 

43 

1 

2 

6 

1 

8 

1 

1 

17 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

4 

33 

Total 

627S 

1802 

518 

351 

289 

310 

639 

998 

1371 

36 

194 

85 

72 

S2 

68 

11 

293 

77 

167 

283 

27 

73 

417 

472 

L97 

) 

66 

397 

17 

32 

6 

154 

5 

77 

761 

251 

40 

133 

5 283 

The  ditl'erence  between  the  total  cleatli.s  in  some  districts  in  this  table  and  the  figures  given  in  Table  B,  is  due  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  statistics  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officeis  of  Health. 

In  a few  instances  the  deaths  and  ages  o£  residents  who  died  outside  the  district  were  not  included  as  they  should  be  in  L.6.B.  Table  III. 
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